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‘On cusp of crisis’ claim as occupancy rate at 99pc 



By Pete Madeley 


NOT a single bed has been 
spare at Walsall Manor for al¬ 
most a month as figures re¬ 
veal the hospital has one of 
the highest occupancy rates 
in the country. 

The Pleck Road site was one of sev¬ 
en in the country which hit 99 per 
cent capacity in the run-up to Christ¬ 
mas, official figures have revealed. 

The figures show the hospital was completely 
full for 26 of 35 nights leading up to and includ¬ 
ing Christmas Eve. 

Labour has warned that high bed occupancy 
rates pose a ‘serious risk’ to patient safety, 
while a leading doctor says the situation has 
led to rapidly escalating pressures on the NHS 
in recent weeks. 

Walsall Healthcare NHS Trust, which runs 
the hospital, was recently given a ‘requires 
improvement’ rating by the Care Quality Com¬ 
mission (CQC), an upgrade on its previous ‘in¬ 
adequate’ rating. 

Patients 

However, waiting times at the Manor have 
been consistently below the Government tar¬ 
get, which says 95 per cent of patients should 
be seen in under four hours. 

Average bed occupancy for the winter across 
the NHS stands at 93.8 per cent. At the same 
stage last year it was 92.1 per cent. 

Labour’s Shadow Health Secretary Jonathan 
Ashworth, said: “Bed occupancy rates above 
85 per cent pose a substantial risk to patient 
safety and the downturn compared with last 
year should be a cause for serious concern.” 

Dr Nick Scriven, president of the Society for 
Acute Medicine (SAM), called for non-urgent 
operations to be postponed until at least the 
end of this month. 

He said: “We are on the cusp of a major 
issue at least as bad as last year when it was 
described by the Red Cross as a humanitarian 
crisis.” 

A spokesman for NHS England said: “Our 
hospitals are extremely busy, but they are gen¬ 
erally coping. Bed occupancy on Christmas Eve 
was 84.2 per cent, compared with 95.3 per cent 
on December 18.” 

No-one was available for comment at the 
Manor Hospital. 


NOW IT’S BEDTIME FOR TEDDY OUR PRIZE PET 





ONE week on and all this at¬ 
tention is just wearing out poor 
Teddy. For those readers who 
missed the announcement last 
week this much-loved moggy - 
now seen chilling on the bed - 
won our Animal Crackers com¬ 
petition with the picture of him 
in the garden dovecote. 

According to owner Vicky 
Sterrett, from Bloxwich, he just 
loves to get himself into lots of 
tight sports but here he is look¬ 
ing a lot more laid back. Obvi¬ 
ously loving all the attention, 
he was a very clear winner with 
our many readers who emailed 
or posted in their votes. 

Shortlist 

From the shortlist of 10, 
taken from the more than 500 
entries we had sent in, he was a 
clear winner. Vicky, from Blox¬ 
wich, said Teddy found her four 
years ago, arriving on her door¬ 
step as a stray. She found that 
he wasn’t microchipped and 
was about four years old. Vicky 



The winning picture 


fell in love instantly and decided to keep him. “We have always thought 
he was a superstar and winning this competition has proved that other 
people think so as well,” said Vicky. 

“After speaking to Teddy we have decided to donate the £100 prize 
money to Walsall & Wolverhampton Cats Protection for all the amaz¬ 
ing work they do,” Vicky added. 

Our shortlist included dogs, cats, guinea pigs, a tortoise, rabbit and 
even a hedgehog but it was Teddy who captured so many hearts. 

He has a cheeky personality and is a very busy boy spending most of 
his time in the garden, in the greenhouse and of course the dovecote. 

This was specially made by a carpenter at a local day care centre for 
adults with learning disabilities. 



Time to chill out - Teddy relaxing on the bed at home 


DEVELOPMENT 

No to worship plan 
for ex-football club 

CONTROVERSIAL plans to turn the former 
home of Wyrley Rangers Football Club into 
a place of worship have been rejected. 

Under the plans, the clubhouse on Long 
Lane, Essington would also be used as a 
creche, day nursery, training centre or an 
exhibition space. 

The football pitches, stands, caretakers 
bungalow, changing rooms and toilets 
would have still be used to hold matches. 

But the application was refused by 
South Staffordshire District Council on 
the grounds that it would be ‘a loss of an 
amenity in the community’. 

Essington parish council David Clifft 
said: “I asked for refusal because it was 
recommended for refusal from the plan¬ 
ning officer and it would be a loss of an 
amenity to the community. 

“Now it means the site remains a football 
and sports facility for the community. 

“This victory was yet another example of 
our election Green Belt Pledge to the resi¬ 
dents of Essington.” 

The owner Nadir Imamoglu, a for¬ 
mer Turkish professional footballer and 
ex-chairman of Great Wyrley Parish Coun¬ 
cil, applied for a change of use because it 
had been on the market for more than a 
year but was unable to sell. 

He has previously said making the club¬ 
house into more of a community centre 
would make it more likely to sell which he 
is keen to do because he is ready to retire. 

EMERGENCY 

Spike in New Year 
drink-drive incidents 

EMERGENCY services were kept busy 
during New Year’s Eve with a surge in 
drink-driving across the West Midlands. 

Police say the number of arrests in¬ 
creased by around 20 per cent while up 
to 60 emergency calls were handled every 
15 minutes. 

The Central Motorway Police Group, 
which patrols the West Midlands, Stafford¬ 
shire and West Mercia areas, reported one 
driver travelling on the M6 between Junc¬ 
tions 10a and 10 was stopped for driving 
on the hard shoulder, with a young child in 
the car. A breath-test proved positive. 
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Rugby club stalwart's New Year honour 



Elfyn with a coaching award 


THE driving force behind Willenhall 
Rugby Club been recognised in the 
New Year honours list. Elfyn Pugh has 
been awarded a British Empire Medal 
(BEM) for services to the sport. 

Mr Pugh has served the club for 
more than 60 years and his dedication 
was honoured a year ago when England 
ruby head coach Eddie Jones presented 
him with an RFU lifetime achievement 
award at Twickenham. 

The 83-year-old, who received his 


first major award from the Midland 
RFU 10 years ago, said: “I thought 
going to Twickenham was the ultimate 
accolade but this is a fantastic honour.” 

Mr Pugh helped find a permanent 
home for the Willenhall club in Bognop 
Road, Essington in 1966. 

Qualified 

He was a player at the time and since 
then has held every position from fix¬ 
ture secretary to president while also 


serving on a number of county commit¬ 
tees and being chairman of Stafford¬ 
shire Rugby Union between 2002 and 
2004. 

He qualified as an RFU Preliminary 
Award holder in 1970 and coached at 
schools across the region. 

Mr Pugh, who lives in Willenhall, 
added: “It has been a joy work with a 
county like Staffordshire but the per¬ 
son who really deserves the award is 
my wife.” 


Dedicated community 
servants are honoured 



Diana Seeney, MBE, for her work with The Girls Brigade Derek Elton MBE, right, with Jim Jukes in 2008 



Pauline Hodgetts BEM, of Tipton Councillor Steve Waltho MBE Judith Morris BEM, of Halesowen 


RESPECTED community 
figures from all walks of life 
have been recognised in the 
Queen’s New Year’s Hon¬ 
ours. 

Among them is Alan Tuckett, 
from the University of Wolver¬ 
hampton, who has received the 
most notable recognition. He will 
collect a knighthood in recogni¬ 
tion of his work in developing 
further education. 

University vice chancellor, Profes¬ 
sor Geoff Layer said: “Throughout 
his illustrious career, Professor Sir 
Alan Tuckett has forged a reputation 
as ‘the voice of adult education’ and 
his work has been dedicated to break¬ 
ing down barriers enabling adults to 
access education. 

“Forty years after helping to es¬ 
tablish the very idea of the ‘adult 
learner’ in the 1970s, today he in¬ 
spires the next generation of educa¬ 
tors in his role as professor at the 
University of Wolverhampton.” 

Stunned 

Unsung heroes were also rewarded 
for years of hard work, including 
96-year-old Derek Elton, who has 
been involved with the Scouts in 
Stourbridge from the age of 15. 

Mr Elton, who remains president 
of the Kinver Scout Camp, said: “I 
was absolutely stunned. But I am de¬ 
lighted.” He receives an MBE. 

Gordon Evans, chairman of Staf¬ 
ford Town Football Club, receives the 
British Empire Medal (BEM). 

Pauline Hodgetts has strived for 40 
years to make her home town Tipton 
a better place, leading the friends 
group at Victoria Park and helping 
to run a sons of rest group allowing 
pensioners to socialise with friends. 

She has been awarded the BEM for 
services to her community. 

She said: “You just carry on on 
doing things because you really enjoy 
doing them and then you find out 


you’ve been recognised like this. It’s 
absolutely fantastic.” 

Judith Morris, from Halesowen, is 
another to have been awarded a BEM 
for almost 60 years of service with St 
John Ambulance. 

Mrs Morris joined as a cadet in 
1959 and worked her way up to be¬ 
come a unit manager. She is now 
responsible for training up the next 
generation of lifesavers. 

She said: “I didn’t expect it at all. It 
is just an honour to think I have been 


recognised and appreciated for what 
I do and the volume of work I do.” 

Diana Seeney, from Wall Heath, 
has been honoured for services to 
the Girls’ Brigade. She said: “I am so 
excited. I was very surprised when I 
heard about this. I think that when 
you do volunteering work you don’t 
expect to get recognition for it. So 
this will be something very special.” 

The former Mayor of Dudley Steve 
Waltho, who is a councillor in the 
town, has been made an MBE for 


services to local government in the 
Dudley borough. He said: “I’m deeply 
honoured, very humbled, I just work 
for the good of others.” 

There was also recognition for a 
giant of industry. Paul Strothers, 
from Wolverhampton, was former 
chief executive of aerospace firm 
Zodiac, which made seats for aero¬ 
planes. He has been awarded an MBE 
for his work in the industry. David 
Harcourt was awarded an MBE for 
services to Stourbridge. 


Takeover plan 
at children's 
centre leads 
to petition 

A CONTROVERSIAL council move will 
allow a children’s centre to be taken out 
of the control of a community - despite 
a petition of more than 1,600 signatures. 

Palfrey Community Association, in 
Walsall, is set to be taken over by an 
outside company. But a petition of more 
than 1,600 angry parents and commu¬ 
nity members has been submitted, urg¬ 
ing council leaders to rethink. The venue 
at South Street delivers a range of ser¬ 
vices for families with children up to 19. 

But when the contract came up for 
tender Palfrey Community Association, 
which currently runs it on behalf of Wal¬ 
sall Council, lost out to CGL (Change, 
Grow, Live). 

Chiefs have said the petition ‘cannot 
alter the decision-making process’ and 
the plan for CGL to run the centre will 
continue. The organisation is now plan¬ 
ning to launch a consultation in a bid to 
engage with the community in Palfrey. 

A council report says: “CGL have 
indicated they would like to start con¬ 
sultation and engagement at the end of 
January.” 

It adds: “That education and chil¬ 
dren’s services overview and scrutiny 
committee concluded that the process 
was fair, open and transparent and cor¬ 
rectly adhered to.” 

Owner denies 
dog bite claim 

A WOMAN was bitten on the hand by a 
dog as she walked past a shop, a court 
heard. 

The owner pleaded not guilty at 
Walsall Magistrates Court to owning a 
dog ‘dangerously out of control’, which 
‘caused an injury’. 

Jatindera Masson, aged 21, of Wood- 
field Avenue, Penn, will stand trial on 
February 7. He was granted uncon¬ 
ditional bail. His dog, an 11-month- 
old German sheperd, allegedly bit the 
woman as she walked past their family 
business. 

Val Hart, prosecuting, said: “The al¬ 
legation is that while she passed a shop 
owned by the defendant’s family - she 
was holding chips in her hand - the 
11-month-old German sheperd bit her 
causing serious injury to her hand.” 

Finance staff bike 
for neonatal cash 

STAFF from Dudley Building Society 
took on an eight-hour cycle challenge 
to raise money for the Neonatal Unit at 
Walsall Manor Hospital. 

They cycled a total of 582.2km, raising 
£1412.04. Donate at: www.justgiving. 
com/fundraising/dudleybuildingsociety 
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Chest pain 
patient in 
90-minute 
A&E wait 

A PATIENT waited for an hour and 
a half with chest pains at the Manor 
Hospital, according to a report which 
found 40 per cent of patients were not 
satisfied with A&E. 

Walsall Healthwatch has called for 
improvements in the emergency de¬ 
partment at the hospital after being 
alarmed by a patient survey. 

Patients’ concerns were mainly 
linked to long waiting times for treat¬ 
ment, bed blocking and poor quality 
of care due to a shortage of A&E staff. 

Waiting times at the A&E depart¬ 
ment have been below the Govern¬ 
ment target since May 2015. A report 
said: “There was one example of a 
person saying they had been waiting 
for one and half hours with chest 
pains to see the doctor. 

“It was clear this person did not un¬ 
derstand why they were waiting. This 
may well have been a challenging wait 
for this particular patient. 

“If initial waiting times are in¬ 
creased those waiting should be 
checked to see if their symptoms have 
got worse or changed so as to address 
the issue of one person waiting one 
and a half hour with chest pains.” 

The report found most people have 
a ‘reasonable experience’ in A&E. But 
it found there were areas for improve¬ 
ment. 

One of them was that patients 
should be routinely asked if they are 
in pain and need pain relief. 


Collectables on 
offer at toy fair 

THE first Walsall Wood Toy and 
Train Fair of the year takes place this 
weekend. 

It runs 10,30am to 3pm on Sunday 
at the Oak Park Active Living Centre, 
Coppice Road, Walsall Wood. 

It will feature more than 80 tables, 
offering a wide range of toys, model 
railways, commercials, buses, cars 
and aeroplanes, alongside other col¬ 
lectables including books, lego toys, 
and figures. 

Model bus collectors Geoff and 
Linda Price from Walsall, have organ¬ 
ised the popular event for more than 
25 years. 

Admission is £1.80 adults and chil¬ 
dren £1 with on-site car parking. Ad¬ 
ditional parking is available on the old 
leisure centre site. Call 01922 643385. 


Band's Robin date 

ACCLAIMED blues-rock outfit the 
Aynsley Lister Band will perform 
at Bilston’s Robin 2 on January 18. 
Tickets cost £13.50 in advance or £15 
on the door. Call 01902 401211 or vis¬ 
it therobin.co.uk 


Councillor runs up funds for parade 


A COUNCILLOR has gone the distance in plans to 
raise £4,000 for this year’s remembrance parade. 

Councillor John Murray ran up a total of 12.5 
miles doing four park runs over the Christmas and 
new year period in order to help to raise money to 
hold a parade in Aldridge. It comes after Walsall 
Council decided not to fully fund the remembrance 
parades across the borough. 

Having taking part in two park runs, on Decem¬ 
ber 23 and Christmas Day at the Walsall Arboretum, 
Councillor Murray completed the set on December 


30 and New Year’s Day at Dulwich in South Lon¬ 
don. Each run was 5,000 metres, meaning a com¬ 
bined distance of 12.5 miles. He also had to squeze 
in his 65th birthday celebrations on December 31. 

He said: “This is the first time I have done a four- 
parks challenge to raise money. 

“I had to miss out on a great deal of traditional 
food and drink at this time of year, plus my 65th 
birthday celebration, in order to complete the four 
runs in a combined time of less than one hour 50 
minutes.” 


It is part of an effort by the Aldridge Remem¬ 
brance Parade and Service Group to make sure the 
parade goes ahead. 

The group is made up of two other Aldridge coun¬ 
cillors, John Rochelle and Tim Wilson along with 
members of the local Rotary Club and the Royal 
British Legion. 

Last year they raised more than £5,000 which was 
enough money to cover all of the costs for the 2017 
parade and service on November 12. Now fundrais¬ 
ing has taken place again for this year’s events. 


Brave Isabella wins the 
hearts of football fans 




Isabella Lyttle, friends and family on the pitch at half time during the Walsall v Rotherham match 


Saddlers defender Luke Leahy gave his match fee 


A TEN-year-old girl battling cancer was given a 
boost by supporters at Walsall’s last home game of 
the year. 

Isabella Lyttle was the guest of honour at Wal¬ 
sall’s game against Rotherham last Saturday. 

The 10-year-old Saddlers fan, who is battling 
cancer for the fourth time, did a lap of honour at 
half-time and met the manager Jon Whitney, even 
sitting at his desk. 

The schoolgirl is at the centre of a £155,000 cam¬ 
paign to send her to the United States for poten¬ 
tially life-saving treatment. Supporters collected 
just over £2,000 into buckets taken round the pitch 
by Isabella, her father Mark and volunteers. 

She also met the players before the game and 


defender Luke Leahy donated his £100 match ap¬ 
pearance fee toward her cause. Isabella, who lives 
in Walsall, is suffering from neuroblastoma, a con¬ 
dition given greater awareness in 2017 by Bradley 
Lowery. 

Having been given the all-clear last Christmas, it 
came back and she was diagnosed with the cancer 
in April. Isabella is now undergoing treatment to go 
into remission before potentially life-saving treat¬ 
ment in New York. 

But the family must raise £155,000 for the im¬ 
munotherapy designed to encourage the immune 
system to fight the disease. So far they have raised 
around £70,000. 

Speaking on Saturday, Isabella, who attends St 


Francis Primary School, said: “There is a lot of sup¬ 
port coming in for me, from friends and family and 
strangers. 

“People are really kind, like today with the sup¬ 
porters giving us their money to help. I also enjoyed 
seeing the players and the mascot Swifty.” 

Father Mark said: “Isabella is going through so 
much in terms of chemotherapy at the moment, to 
see her bright, smiling face gives us all hope. 

“She is an inspiration to me as well as others who 
have kindly donated money to the cause today. It 
was especially kind of one of the players to give his 
match appearance fee also.” 

Donations can be made at just giving.com/cam 
paigns/charity/solving kidscancer/isabellalyttle 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Masked man in 
post office raid 

A MASKED raider armed with a ham¬ 
mer stole thousands of pounds from a 
post office after threatening staff. 

The man was wearing a black bal¬ 
aclava when he robbed the branch on 
Wolverhampton Road in Walsall at 
8.10am on November 26. He threat¬ 
ened a staff member and stole cash 
and cigarettes. 

West Midlands police is appealing 
for information and have released a 
CCTV image of the offender, a white 
man in his early 20s. He wore a black 
jumper with a hood that had a green 
and red emblem on the left side. 

Call police on 101 quoting crime 
number 20WS/255876R/17. 

Pensioners are set 
upon by robbers 

ROBBERS armed with a knife at¬ 
tacked two pensioners in their home. 

The victims, a man and a woman in 
their 70s, were taken to hospital with 
minor injuries after the masked men 
barged into the Lower Gornal house 
just after 7.30pm on December 27. 
They made off with jewellery. 

CCTV on a neighbour’s property 
captured the two attackers running 
away from the scene. 

Force spokesman Craig Hughes 
said: “The men - who were armed 
with a knife - fled on foot and officers 
are now reviewing CCTV in the area.” 

Signalling failure 
delays rail users 

RAIL passengers faced major disrup¬ 
tion as signalling problems brought 
services to a halt. 

Services from Birmingham New 
Street heading towards Walsall, Ru- 
geley and Lichfield were affected for 
more than two hours on December 27. 

Birmingham New Street warned 
travellers of the ongoing chaos via its 
Twitter feed. It said: “Due to a signal¬ 
ling fault just outside the station, ser¬ 
vices are subject to delay, cancellation 
and platform alteration. Please listen 
to station announcements.” 

Affected West Midlands Trains 
users could use their tickets on buses. 

Inquest opens on death 
of legal administrator 

AN inquest has opened on a man 
found hanged in his home. 

Heera Kandola, a legal administra¬ 
tor, was found at his address in Foley 
Road West, in Streetly, on December 
13. 

The inquest of the 32-year-old was 
adjourned for further details, but was 
scheduled to last for two hours in the 
coming weeks. 
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COUNTY NEWS 


Calls ton help 
for sufferers 

AN organisation with branches in the 
West Midlands which works to stop 
scams is helping people with demen¬ 
tia avoid being conned. 

The National Trading Standards 
Scam Team, a Neighbourhood Watch 
West Midlands partner, has secured 
Government funding to provide free 
call blocking technology to protect 
those in the most vulnerable circum¬ 
stances from nuisance and scam calls. 

Free call blockers will be available 
to any person with dementia receiving 
scam or nuisance calls. 

Please note there is a limited num¬ 
ber of units available. For details, visit 
www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk 

City firm teams up 
with heart charity 

A BIRMINGHAM-based research 
agency has teamed up with a heart 
charity for 2018 to help raise aware¬ 
ness of common conditions. 

BMG Research, based on Greenfield 
Crescent in Birmingham, has named 
Heart Research UK as their charity 
partner for 2018. The company an¬ 
nounced the news at their Christmas 
party, which included a raffle that 
raised more than £1,000 for the char¬ 
ity. 

Heart Research UK, based in Leeds, 
opened an office in Birmingham in 
2007 to support heart patients and 
local research projects across the Mid¬ 
lands. 

Holocaust survivor 
to give special talk 

A HOLOCAUST survivor is set to give 
people a glimpse into the horrors of 
the Second World War. Henri Obstfeld 
will share his story at the University 
of Wolverhampton. 

His visit to the city will come ahead 
of Holocaust Memorial Day, which 
will commemorate the millions who 
died at the hands of the Nazis. 

The lecture, which will take place 
on January 25, will also give guests 
the chance to quiz Mr Obstfeld about 
his experience. 

Shire horse show 
to mark 140 years 

A SHOW featuring the world’s largest 
gathering of Shire horses will mark its 
140th anniversary next year. 

The National Shire Horse Show 
returns to the Staffordshire Show- 
ground for the third year in succes¬ 
sion, from March 16 to 18. 

Adult tickets are £10 in advance or 
£12 on the gate, while tickets for chil¬ 
dren aged five to 13 are £8 in advance 
or £10 on the gate. 


Charges bring in £l.lm for hospital 


THE health trust that runs Walsall 
Manor Hospital made more than £1 
million in parking charges in one 
year, new figures show. 

Walsall Healthcare NHS Trust, 
which runs the Pleck Road site, 
raked in £l.lm according to the fig¬ 
ures. Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Hospitals NHS Trust, which runs 
Sandwell General Hospital, raked 
in £2.4m, while Dudley Group NHS 


Foundation Trust, which runs Rus- 
sells Hall Hospital, made £471,000, 
with most of the revenue taken by a 
private finance initiative firm. 

The trust that runs Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s New Cross Hospital raked in 
more than £2m. 

The Royal Wolverhampton NHS 
Trust, which also runs Cannock 
Chase Hospital, took in £2.3m in the 
last financial year - £1.6m from visi¬ 


tor parking and £685,380 from staff 
- up from £2.2m the year before. The 
cost of parking at New Cross ranges 
from £2.40 for up to one hour to £6.20 
for up to 24 hours. 

A trust spokesman said: “The 
money collected from our car parks is 
reinvested back into patient care and 
the remainder is spent on car park im¬ 
provements and repairs. 

“Our parking fees are similar to 


those of neighbouring trusts and we 
are committed to providing a fair and 
competitive parking price.” 

The University Hospitals of North 
Midlands NHS Trust, which runs 
County Hospital in Stafford, made 
£3.6m from parking. 

Rachel Power, chief executive of 
the Patients Association, said: “For 
patients, parking charges amount to 
an extra charge for being ill.” 


£1,000 a day paid to 
council in parking fines 


By Alex Ross 


MORE than £1,000 is paid 
in parking fines to Walsall 
Council every day, shocking 
new figures have revealed. 

Data reveals the council dished 
out 48,302 fines over the past 
three years, with 18,992 of them 
in 2016/17. 

This has brought in £1.2m for the 
council, increasing from £344,147 in 
2014/15 to £475,981 in 2016/17. 

Bridge Street saw the most fines 
over the three years at 2,215, rais¬ 
ing £55,467, followed by High Street, 
Walsall with 2,169 tickets, bringing in 
£64,983, and Station Street in the town 
centre with 1,958, raising £46,461. 

However, transport chief Councillor 
Lee Jeavons said the parking enforce¬ 
ment was needed to keep town centre 
roads clear. 

Disregard 

He said: “Bridge Street is a major 
route into Walsall town centre for 
buses, taxis and businesses who rely 
on courier services and because of that, 
there has to be more parking restric¬ 
tions than in other streets. 

“Put simply, it has to be managed 
appropriately so that it’s not abused by 
drivers not authorised to park there. 
There will always be some who com¬ 
pletely disregard the law and will re¬ 
ceive a fixed penalty notice.” 

He added: “It is not a revenue raiser 
for us. Income raised through fixed 
penalty notices is spent on running 
parking services.” 

Brett Hollingworth, who owns music 
shop Octaves in Bridge Street, sug¬ 
gested having short-stay spaces, while 
Liberal Democrat campaigner Paul 
Butters said drivers were being treated 
as ‘cash cows’, adding: “It just looks 
like another way for this council to 
take every more cash from hard-work¬ 
ing people.” 


Thieves’ haul has anglers devastated 



Boaters Fishing Club secretary Neil Powell and members after their equipment was stolen 


ANGLERS have been left high and dry after burglars 
pinched at least £1,000-worth of their equipment. 

Members of Willenhall-based Boaters Fishing Club 
were left without any of their fishing gear after being 
targeted during a late-night raid. They say they are ‘dev¬ 
astated’ by the theft. 

Secretary Neil Powell said the club now faced months 
of hard work to persuade funding organisations to hand 
over more cash to keep the club afloat. 

He said: “It was devastating because we had worked 
so hard over the last few years getting grants to pur¬ 


chase this stuff, and the generosity of the public who 
donated. 

“It’s all gone. It just means we have got to do that 
hard work again to get the money to replace it all.” 

Thieves fled Willenhall Memorial Park with the equip¬ 
ment after snapping the lock on a storage unit the week 
before Christmas, Mr Powell, from Wednesbury, said. 

Seven sets of chest waders, 10 pairs of new Wellington 
boots, seven fishing rods, a tripod, umbrellas, maps and 
nets were just some of the items taken. 

Mr Powell added: “It’s heartbreaking.” 


Number of 
taxis found 
unsafe in 
spot checks 

A CRACKDOWN on taxi drivers in 
Walsall found that numerous vehicles 
were unsafe. 

Walsall Council and West Midlands 
Police carried out a spot checking 
operation on taxis and hackney car¬ 
riages across the borough. 

Out of 54 cars stopped, seven were 
deemed to be driving on tyres that 
were bald or borderline, while a 
range of other discrepancies were also 
uncovered including faulty lights, 
missing first aid kits and fire extin¬ 
guishers. 

Twenty six of the drivers were not 
wearing their badge. 

A number of vehicles were sus¬ 
pended from operating while other 
drivers escaped with verbal warnings. 

In a similar operation, officials car¬ 
ried out checks outside five special 
schools but out of 47 vehicles stopped 
the majority were found to be comply¬ 
ing with their licensing regulations. 

Business support chief Councillor 
Ian Shires said: “Taxis and hackney 
carriages play an important role in 
the life of the borough and we need 
to ensure that drivers and their ve¬ 
hicles comply with regulations aimed 
at keeping everyone safe. I’d like to 
thank everyone involved for their 
co-operation.” 

Taxi Licensing Enforcement Of¬ 
ficer Pc Dave Humpherson from West 
Midlands Police said: “The majority of 
drivers operate legitimately but there 
are those who operate dangerously 
and knowingly. 

“We would always urge passengers 
to book their journey or make sure 
they use a properly licensed cab. The 
message for drivers is simple; stick to 
the rules. Get caught, go to court.” 

Old office block 
to be demolished 

DEMOLITION work will start on a 
tired and out-of-date office block in 
West Bromwich in March. 

Sandwell Council plans to demolish 
Shaftesbury House, on West Brom¬ 
wich High Street, and redevelop the 
site. The building previously housed 
the council’s education offices. 

Councillor Paul Moore, cabinet 
member for regeneration, said the 
disused office block was surplus to re¬ 
quirements and was not suitable for 
refurbishment. 

“The council has taken the decision 
to demolish the building and clear the 
site for redevelopment,” he said. 

“This is part of an ongoing pro¬ 
gramme to deal with several redun¬ 
dant council-owned properties and 
sites in West Bromwich which are no 
longer needed for operational use.” 


DANCf^TREME 
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Stretch of 
paving on 
right path 
for repairs 

A SECTION of pedestrian paving in 
West Bromwich High Street is set to 
be improved under a £170,000 refur¬ 
bishment scheme. 

The stretch, from Carters Green to 
Shaftesbury Street will be totally re¬ 
paired and resurfaced on both sides of 
the High Street along with improved 
lighting where needed. 

Money for the facelift has come 
from a Section 106 agreement with 
Sandwell College, money paid by a 
developer as part of planning permis¬ 
sion. 

Highway bosses will also be car¬ 
rying out a traffic survey in the new 
year to see if anything can be done 
to reduce congestion at the Carters 
Green roundabout and onto the High 
Street. 

Councillor Paul Moore, cabinet 
member for regeneration, said: “This 
scheme will greatly improve the qual¬ 
ity and the look of this section of the 
High Street for pedestrians. 

“If we can do something to ease the 
congestion as part of this work, then 
so much the better. 

“This scheme will complete the re¬ 
furbishment work that we’ve already 
carried out to the pavement areas 
along the whole of the High Street.” 

Once the traffic survey has been 
completed, detailed plans for the work 
can be drawn up and a contractor ap¬ 
pointed. Work on the project is antici¬ 
pated to start in spring 2018. 

Search police react 
to phone robbery 

WATER search police were forced to 
react to a knifepoint robbery despite 
being weighed down by their heavy 
swimming gear. 

The team had spent four hours in 
water on a job in Rowley Regis on De¬ 
cember 19 and were returning to get 
changed when they were flagged down 
by a 13-year-old boy. He said three 
older youths had robbed his mobile 
and threatened to stab him on High 
Street, Blackheath. 

The search team chased down the 
suspects and caught up with three 
16-to-17-year-olds, with intervention 
from a member of the public. 

One of them was found to have a 
large kitchen knife, with a seven to 
eight inch blade, in his waistband. 
The victim’s phone was recovered. 


Christmas travels 

PEOPLE living in Birmingham travel 
the second-longest distant out of UK 
cities to visit family and friends over 
Christmas. Research by Arriva buses 
show residents travel on average 206 
miles. Brighton topped the list. 


Company hands over to growing firm 



Mark Busby, former SHS director and 
Andy Robinson, Colmore Tang CEO 


AN Aldridge handrail-making compa¬ 
ny has been bought by growing Bir¬ 
mingham construction firm Colmore 
Tang in a multi-million pound deal. 

The price tag on the deal is not 
being revealed, but Colmore Tang 
says it plans to double turnover at 
Stainless Handrail Systems (SHS) 
over the next two or three years, 
boosting the firm’s 46-strong work¬ 
force as it expands. 

Based on the Westpoint Business 
Park, SHS has more than 25 years’ 
experience in designing, manufactur¬ 
ing, supplying and installing hand¬ 


rails, balustrading and glass products. 
Its work has featured on TV building 
programmes including George Clark’s 
Ugly House to Lovely House on Chan¬ 
nel 4. 

Colmore Tang was set up four years 
ago and transformed the former Point 
North office block at The Waterfront 
in Brierley Hill into 181 luxury apart¬ 
ments in a project called The Land¬ 
mark. It has now taken a controlling 
interest in SHS. 

Colmore Tang group chief executive 
Andy Robinson said: “We recognised 
this as a superb opportunity to ac¬ 


quire a successful business that easily 
integrates into our supply chain. 

“SHS has grown quickly over the 
last few years under the excellent 
guidance of its founders and this 
gives us a strong platform to take the 
business forward and grow both the 
product range and customer base sig¬ 
nificantly. 

Sean Gilbert, who continues as 
non-executive chairman for SHS, 
said: “We are really excited about 
the direction in which the business is 
moving and we’re very much looking 
forward to seeing it flourish.” 


IS convert sentenced 
to five years in prison 


‘YOU wanted to fight for Islamic 
State and you demonstrated a will¬ 
ingness to kill for them,’ - the words 
of a judge as she jailed a Muslim 
convert who was radicalised in the 
Black Country. 

Jack Watson grew up in a non-Muslim 
family and was described by his mother 
as ‘meek, mild and easily influenced’. 

Watson converted to Islam, changed his first 
name to Ismael and was ‘quickly radicalised’ at 
a shared house in Walsall - before travelling to 
Syria to help Islamic State. 

Watson, aged 27, was 
caught trying to join the ter¬ 
ror group after his pregnant 
wife ‘snitched’ on him. He was 
jailed for five years for prepar¬ 
ing terrorist acts. 

Watson, who has suffered 
from a bipolar disorder, had 
denied preparation of terror¬ 
ist acts and opted to represent 
himself but refused to attend 
court. A first trial was aban¬ 
doned - but after a two-day retrial was found 
guilty in his absence. 

Judge Anuja Dhir QC also ordered Watson to 
spend an extra 12 months on extended licence. 

Watson and his wife moved into a shared 
house in Walsall after their marriage in 2015 
but the relationship broke down by January 
last year as his views became increasingly ex¬ 
treme from watching IS videos, jurors heard. 

Prosecutor Oliver Glasgow QC said Watson 
had made preparations to join IS between Jan¬ 
uary last year and February 23. 

He took a flight to Morocco then made his 
way to Turkey and allegedly sought help to 
cross the border into Syria via contacts on 
the internet, but was actually speaking to two 
undercover security service agents. He was de¬ 
tained in Turkey and sent back to Britain in 
February. 

Judge Anuja Dhir QC told him: “You held 
deep and extensive radicalised beliefs. You 
wanted to fight for Islamic State and you 
demonstrated a willingness to kill for them.” 



Jack Watson 


Cast’s swashbuckling production 



Stonnall Players cast members who will be performing in The King of Spain’s Treasure at the village hall 


STONNALL Players have un¬ 
earthed a departure from the 
usual full-scale panto for its latest 
production. 

The main event is ‘The King of 
Spain’s Treasure’, loosely based 
on Treasure Island and featur¬ 
ing a band of dastardly pirates, 
a treasure map and chest, along 
with a few surprises. For the rest 


of the show, the audience is in¬ 
vited to the Players’ pirate radio 
station and its host Joy Plum- 
ley, who will chat to several cast 
members about their favourite en¬ 
tertainment, including songs and 
comedy sketches, to be cast away 
with on a desert island. These 
will then be performed live from 
a ‘tropical island’, which has its 


own licensed bar that will be open 
for refreshments. 

The show runs from 7.30pm on 
January 12 and 13 at Stonnall Vil¬ 
lage Hall, Main Street. Tickets are 
£7 adults, £3 children or £18 for a 
family, available by phone or text 
07516 274765 or email stonnall- 
play er s @ gmail .com 

Proceeds will go to the RNLI 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Charge over M6 
death collision 

A MAN has been charged following 
the tragic deaths of five people in a 
fatal road traffic collision on the M6 
back in May. 

Zbigniew Grzabel, aged 60, from 
Glebefields Road, Tipton, has been 
charged with five counts of causing 
death by dangerous driving and one 
count of causing serious injury by 
dangerous driving. 

He will appear at Stafford Crown 
Court on January 15. 

The collision occurred in the early 
hours of May 24 on the southbound 
carriageway of the M6 between Junc¬ 
tions 15 and 14. One man and four 
women died at the scene. 

Winter packs offer 
comfort to elderly 

COUNCIL bosses handed out ‘winter 
warmth packs’ to older and vulnera¬ 
ble people to help them through cold 
weather. 

Council officers, councillors and 
partner organisations delivered 800 
packs to residents in Smethwick and 
Oldbury. The packs contain thermal 
blankets, hats, gloves, hot water bottle 
and mugs as well as thermal scarves, 
socks and dried soup. 

Councillor Syeda Khatun, Sandwell 
Council deputy leader, said: “This is a 
scheme to help them to stay warm in 
the winter months.” 

Ram-raiders fail 
to break into tills 

CROOKS left empty-handed after 
driving into the front of a shop. 

The ram-raid took place at the Spar 
in Wolverhampton Road West, Bent¬ 
ley, Walsall, in the early hours of Box¬ 
ing Day. 

The raiders smashed through a 
window next to the shop entrance but 
were unable to get into the tills. 

The shop is normally open 24 hours 
but was closed at the time for Christ¬ 
mas. It reopened as normal just hours 
after the raid, with fewer tills operat¬ 
ing. Around a third of the shop front¬ 
age was boarded up. 

Driver escapes after 
car overturns in crash 

A DRIVER walked away unhurt after 
their car overturned on a main Black 
Country road. 

The silver Mazda ended up on its 
roof after crashing with a skip lorry 
on the slip road from Bilston Lane to 
The Keyway in Willenhall. 

Emergency services were called at 
9pm on December 21. 

Police, paramedics and fire crews 
from Willenhall and Bilston all at¬ 
tended. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Has Your Double Glazing 
Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company for 
glass replacement. Issues with 
double glazing can often be 
gradual and may only be noticed 
during a clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A failed glass 
unit may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why not 
spend a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you have any 


failed double glazing? 

If you act now you can avoid 
these problems. 

Now, you may think you need to 
replace the whole window including 
the frames and all the hardware, 
however Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation in your 
windows just visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 61 21 118. 

We will send out our highly 


experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will sit 
down with you and explain 
the problem and tell you how 
we can fix it. With years of 
experience Cloudy2Clear have 
a wealth of knowledge and are 
recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, plus our work is backed 


by an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local Cloudy2Clear 
specialist is Brian Stanley and he 
services Walsall & the surrounding 
areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118. 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer 
Than 20 MINS!!! 


A* 


Cloudy2Clear Windows. 
Service With A Smile! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 
Vfl.rf? Trusted 
Trader 


All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Priority Freephone 

0800 61 21118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


So Ringo 
what have 
you done to 
merit this? 

A GREATER mind than mine is needed 
to work this one out. Back in 1965, when 
Beatlemania was at its height, Ringo 
Starr was appointed an MBE, along with 
the rest of his bandmates. 

In 1970, when The Beatles finally broke 
up having released their final album there 
were no further honours, presumably be¬ 
cause the MBEs were thought to suffice. 

Paul McCartney was given a knight¬ 
hood in 1997, but nothing more for Starr, 
presumably because the MBE was still 
considered sufficient. Indeed, there was 
no mention of him in the Queen’s birthday 
honours, and that was only six months 
ago. Nor in the previous New Year’s hon¬ 
ours list or the one for David Cameron’s 
resignation, four months earlier. 

So Ringo’s honour is obviously for 
something he has achieved since June 
last year, something that completely 
eclipses his work with The Beatles. Per¬ 
haps somebody can tell me what it is? 

□ □□ 

DAVID Beckham reveals that at times 
of stress, he plays with Lego to help him 
relax. Which reminds me of a joke dating 
back to his playing days, when the mid¬ 
fielder asked the then Manchester United 
boss Alex Ferguson for help with a jigsaw. 

“Boss, boss, you’ve gotta help me,” 
he shouted nervously. “I wanted to show 
Victoria I am not thick, that I can do a jig¬ 
saw puzzle, but it’s so hard.” 

Looking slightly confused, Ferguson 
asked Beckham where the puzzle was. 

“It’s here boss, it’s meant to be a cock¬ 
erel, but no matter how I arrange all the 
pieces, it doesn’t look right.” 

Ferguson sighed wearily, and placed a 
fatherly hand on Beckham’s shoulder. 

“David, David, son,” he said. “Just put 
the cornflakes back in the box.” 

□ □□ 

EXCITING news from the Government, 
which is spending millions to ensure all 
mainline trains have “superfast wi-fi con¬ 
nectivity”. Apparently, this means every 
passenger will be able to watch videos 
at the same time, which is great news for 
ticket inspectors who will have to inter¬ 
rupt every passenger from their viewing. 

Can you imagine anything more hate¬ 
ful? Whole carriages of people lost in 
their own little world, a cacophony of 
whistling noises emanating from the 
headphones like tinnitus for anybody not 
wishing to participate. The work involves 
laying hundreds of miles of fibre-optic 
cables alongside the tracks, so you can 
imagine the disruption. 

Call me a luddite, but wouldn’t you pre¬ 
fer the money was spent on a bit of real 
“connectivity”, like reopening some of the 
railway lines around the Black Country? 


From fake news and Bake Off to the TV licence fee 



Donald Trump - if somebody takes a pot¬ 
shot will guards shout: “Donald, duck!” 



Gary Lineker - takes TV licence fees from 
more than 15,000 homes to employ him 


The Krankies - reader asks: “After Scottish 
independence, who gets custody of them?” 



Annual line-up: So 
who can Trump this? 


ANOTHER year is almost over. My thanks to all 
readers, especially those of you whose contri¬ 
butions enlivened this column in 2017. 

Here’s a selection of snippets month-by¬ 
month recalling a year of everything from fake 
news to Bake Off, cold snaps and the TV li¬ 
cence fee. 

JANUARY: A reader asks, if somebody takes 
a pot-shot at President Trump, will the body¬ 
guards shout: “Donald, duck!” 

FEBRUARY: The Government says old folk 
occupying big houses will be “given incentives” 
to move into smaller properties. A reader asks: 
“Will the same criteria apply to the stately piles 
of England: Buckingham Palace,Windsor Castle 
and Clarence House?” Any more questions like 
that, my lad, and you’ll find yourself in a very 
large dwelling. The Tower. 

MARCH: A reader inquires: “After Scottish 
independence, who gets custody of the Krank¬ 
ies?” 

APRIL: Still on religion, Easter eggs and such¬ 
like, a reader points out that there is no such 
person as the Archbishop of Cadbury. 

MAY: A reader writes: “Historians have re¬ 
vealed that they may have found the location in 
Suffolk where St Edmund is buried. It is thought 
to be in the town of Bury St Edmunds. How 
much do these people earn, and where do I ap¬ 
ply for a job?” 

JUNE: The unspeakable leader. The official 
election leaflet has just arrived from our local 
Labour candidate. It contains not a single men¬ 
tion of Jeremy Corbyn. 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


JULY: If you haven’t done the sums yet, it 
takes the TV licence fees from more than 15,000 
homes to employ Gary Lineker at the BBC for 
a year. 

AUGUST: A close look at the neo-Nazi march¬ 
ers in Charlottesville reveals the usual snarling, 
dead-eyed losers you see at any far-right gath¬ 
ering. Whenever you meet the Master Race, it’s 
always a disappointment. 

SEPTEMBER: Prue Leith, the Bake Off judge, 
pins the blame on our “centrally heated houses 
and sedentary lifestyle” for contributing to obe¬ 
sity. Nothing to do with all those cakes, then? 

OCTOBER: Is anyone else surprised that, 
while the weather forecasters queued up to ex¬ 
plain why the sky had turned orange a few days 
ago, no-one warned us in advance that it was 
going to happen? Not so much forecasting as 
aftcasting. 

NOVEMBER: If Moscow really is planting fake 
news to bring down the West, expect it to be a 
well-concealed operation. You know how it is. 
You open one Russian troll and there’s another 
troll inside . 

DECEMBER: Hell’s teeth. If this cold weather 
continues we babyboomers in our huge palaces 
may be forced to spend our winter fuel allow¬ 
ance on winter fuel. That was never the plan. 


So that was the year, that was. And now for 
some snippets to kick off 2018 . . . 

ALL hail the new blue passport, the visible 
symbol of the UK finally divorced from the EU. 
In the great scheme of things, the colour of a 
document that most of us use only once or 
twice a year may seem insignificant. But such 
things matter, if only to reassure 17 million vot¬ 
ers that HMS Brexit, having been tied to the EU 
quayside in miles of red tape for the past 18 
months, is about to set sail. 

CASTLE Lodge in Ludlow is one of the quirk¬ 
iest old buildings I’ve ever visited, probably 
because it is privately owned and occupied 
and there’s a strange sense of intruding into 
somebody’s secret world. So good luck to the 
£500,000 appeal to acquire and restore it, al¬ 
though I understand the sentiments of a reader 
who declares: “Food banks in every town - and 
yet another old building takes precedence!” The 
point is that if every old-building appeal were 
wound up tomorrow, the money would still not 
alleviate poverty. Now that we have hundreds 
of them, food banks, like the poor, will always 
be with us. As long as some people are happy 
to collect and distribute food to the less well-off 
and and other people are grateful to accept it, 
the food banks will endure. It is pointless and 
insulting to regard them as a national disgrace. 

A CROSS-party group of MPs says travellers 
who set up illegal camps should be forced to 
pay for the cost of cleaning up any mess they 
leave behind. Good luck with that. I have a men¬ 
tal image of a determined and stern-faced MP 
handing a bill to one such family and inexpli¬ 
cably ending up with an even bigger bill for 50 
yards of asphalt he never wanted. 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

What’s this 
obsession 
with TV and 
smuggling? 

FOR some reason the subject of smug¬ 
gling has suddenly become a hot topic 
and not just in the stories which make the 
news these days. Take a recent week¬ 
end’s TV schedules for example. 

First we had Sir Tony “Time Team” 
Robinson in Cornwall with his Walking 
Through History, and he was determined 
to dig up all the facts he could on smug¬ 
gling there. 

It was an interesting insight into a pre¬ 
carious but lucrative industry, but blow 
me down, who was this in hot pursuit 
of the Time Team man? Only one of the 
West Midlands’ finest. Coastal Railways 
with Julie Walters was an affectionate trip 
along scenic routes. And aside from wal¬ 
lowing in the Cornish scenery, she was 
equally happy poking about for clues to 
how smugglers operated. 

Then just as we thought there was 
nothing more to be said about the sub¬ 
ject, up pops the least likely of smuggling 
fans in Penelope Keith’s Coastal Villages. 
In an attempt to outrun Robinson and 
Walters, she headed for the Isle of Wight 
and West Sussex where, to quote Chan¬ 
nel 4, she “becomes immersed in stories 
of seafarers, smugglers and shipwrecks”. 

Despite the lawlessness of the subject, 
all three programmes portrayed those 
ruthless gangs of long ago in a roman¬ 
tic light. And there is something to be 
said about the thrill of sneaking past the 
authorities. I was nervous as hell when 
smuggling my cassette recorder into 
open-air festivals to obtain what I reck¬ 
oned would be highly sought-after boot¬ 
leg tapes of the likes of Pink Floyd and 
Thin Lizzy. 

Only trouble was, my primitive machine 
made the bands sound like they were 
playing in a tunnel, and picked up every 
utterance of the people around me. 

Years later, having come straight from 
work, I had more success taking a tuna 
sandwich into a football match, despite 
warning notices at the turnstiles saying 
only food and drink bought at the kiosks 
could be consumed inside the stadium. 

Of course, there is a very serious side 
to smuggling, as in the court case where 
several people were jailed for using 
drones to get drugs and phones to pris¬ 
on inmates. But sometimes you have to 
smile at the audacity of some people. I 
was once in a cinema, waiting for the film 
to start, when a couple extracted from a 
carrier bag a flask, sandwiches and for 
all I know a dessert, and had a real feast. 
And what had I brought with me? A bot¬ 
tle of tap water from home, just to avoid 
paying the exorbitant prices in the foyer. 

Sometimes, it’s best just to be brazen 
. . . and prepare a convincing excuse for 
when you’re nabbed! STEVE PARLETT 


BETTA BUILDINGS 


SHEDS • GARAGES • GARDEN ROOMS • LOG CABINS 


The Dalbury 

Garden Room 



Free Laminate Flooring 
& External Paint 
Prices start from 

£2495 


Wooden 
Sheds 



A huge range instock 

from £274 


• Old Buildings Removed 


•Base Laying Service 
• Free Quotations 


Summer 

Houses 



A huge range in stock 

from £599 



A huge range in stock 

from £1657 


• Made to Measure 

• Lined and Insulated Options • Huge Range 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


Safely Access Your Loft: 

1 for only £399 

This price is for^standard height ceiling 
with an 8ft drop, width 

1 Manufactured to ISO 9002 Standard 

1 

i ym 

1 

ill 

• Each ladder has a 10 year 
parts guarantee and can l 

be installed in approx. 2-3 ^ 

hours. r 

k .• 

. A - - 

• We offer a loft boarding J JBK 

service if required at an 

additional cost. >» 

©H 

JFJXfiTA'LFJDDSff: 

1 The Lnral Dktrihutnr & Installerfnr__ 

1 For more information visit: www.stira.co.uk 
HI Facebook: jakesnladders 

= > | 

CALL TO ARRANGE A FREE QUOTE 

T: 01952 282152 or 07817 431505 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 



5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 


• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 



FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 





































































Nightmare of explaining Brexit 

IN a nightmare I am given the job of ex- BM: You know Germany sells a great deal 
plaining Brexit to our bank manager. ME is to China and the markets you mention will 
me and BM is bank manager. demand cheaper prices than you get from 

BM: I’ve been looking at your figures. Europe. Can you let me see some figures de- 
Very impressive. I see you are selling more tailing what amounts you can sell elsewhere 
and more to a big group on the continent. and what the financial impact would be on 
ME: Well, some of our directors think we selling less to your existing customer? 
are too dependent on that customer and we ME: I don’t have any figures, 
need to sell more elsewhere. BM: Well nice to meet you, you know 

BM: Exactly who are these new customers where the door is. Let me know if you go 
and what do they want to buy from you? ahead with your plan so that I can withdraw 
ME: We want to sell more to China, India, your overdraft facilities. 

Australia etc and we feel our continental ROGER WATTS 
customer is restricting our ability to do this. Walsall 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


walsall.chron@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Waslall Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct er¬ 
rors as soon as we can. 

The Chronicles adhere 
to the Editors’ Code 
of Practice, which can 
be seen at www.ipso. 
co.uk. If you are unhap¬ 
py with the accuracy of a 



story, write to The Editor, 
Chronicles, 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1ES 


New team needed 
after Ashes defeat 


Surprise at 
reaction to 
EU promises 

WE were greatly surprised 
when the Conservatives 
won the last but one elec¬ 
tion and astonished when 
they risked another vote. 

It is surprising that some 
MPs at Westminster still 
prefer to swap their func¬ 
tion as law-makers for an 
EU rubber stamp. 

Mark Carney was no 
doubt surprised when his 
threat of instant doom, if 
we voted “leave”, did not 
materialise. 

Unprecedented levels of 
personal debt caused con¬ 
cern at the Bank of Eng¬ 
land, but inflation at many 
times the record low inter¬ 
est rates, was the incentive 
to borrow a maximum. 

Equally surprising was 
Ireland’s change of mind 
when the EU demanded a 
second referendum. 

The EU, which has never 
given any account of how 
they have used hundreds 
of billions of pounds of UK 
taxpayers’ funds, may yet 
be surprised at the reaction 
to their promises of punish¬ 
ment for choosing freedom. 
ALAN DAVIS 

Wolverhampton 


AS a former ECB cricket 
coach and a Warwickshire 
cricket fan of many years I 
am disappointed that Eng¬ 
land lost The Ashes at the 
earliest opportunity. 

County game statistics on 
batting and bowling are ig¬ 
nored in selection. 

Local clubs do not ex¬ 
tend an inclusive welcome 
in their communities to 
everyone who wants to play 
cricket. As with all sports 


some years have a better 
vintage than others. Today 
England have no quick 
bowlers, mediocre spinners 
and few class batsmen but 
sometimes the team can still 
win. Not on this tour. 

I hope the younger squad 
members will be given a 
chance to shine. We need 
to move on from defeat and 
build a new team. 

CLLR DOUG JAMES 
Walsall 


Freedom is 
conditional 

MR Alan T Harrison, re¬ 
garding dual passport hold¬ 
ers in Northern Ireland, 
does clearly have a point. 

However, prior to the 
UK joining what is now the 
EU, UK nationals lived and 
worked in other European 
countries. Strictly speaking 
post-Brexit the UK, unless 
an arrangement can be 
made, has given up the right 
to free movement and hab¬ 
itation, not as Mr Harrison 
states the freedom to pursue 
a career in an EU country. 
In many EU countries this 
freedom is conditional. 

As an example: in the 
Netherlands if you intend to 
stay longer than six months 
with or without a job it is 
necessary to register with 
a government agency and 
to state the address of your 
residence. Should you move 
it is a legal requirement to 
notify the authorities. So 
not as “free” as you think. 

KIRK NUNN 
Walsall 

The ballot box 
rules country 

AN Open letter to the PM. 

Mrs May, 

Cameron is remembered 
as a traitor who tried to sell 
the GB down the river to 
the EU. You are trying to 
do what he failed to do by 
stealth; you are no less of a 
traitor, just a more convinc¬ 
ing one. 

Nevertheless, the ballot 
box rules. The local elec¬ 
tions are in May and I be¬ 
lieve many more ‘Leavers’ 
will return to UKIP who will 
fight for the Brexit ‘Leavers’ 
voted for. 

THOMAS TURNER 

Rugeley 


HUGE NEW SHOWROOM 



WASHING MACHINES DISHWASHERS TUMBLE DRYERS ELECTRIC COOKERS GAS COOKERS 



Do Q 


HUGE RANGE COOKER DISPLAY - WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE 

FRIDGE FREEZERS UNDER COUNTER FRIDGES CHEST FREEZERS WASHING MACHINES 




BELLING • STOVES • DE DIETRICH BAUMATIC • GORENJE • SERVIS • MONTPELLIER • SHARP • LG • ICE KING 
• HOTPOINT • INDESIT • BEKO • SMEG • STATESMAN • CDA • HOOVER • CANDY • SWAN 




^empire appliances 

SPECIAL OPENING OFFERS 


Unit 3 Venture Centre 
(Next to the Range Warehouse) 
Green Lane, Cannock, WS11 OJJ 


Telephone 01543 544545 



Email: sales@empireappliances.co.uk Website: www.empireappliances.co.uk 
[ji empireappliances Delivery and Installation available on all appliances 
OPENING HOURS Monday - Saturday 9-6pm Sunday 10.30-4.30pm 




i We will Ly, 
now be open 
on Saturdays 
10am-2pm 


Wiskina all ow customers okfQ new a Hapvu New Year 


FENSA 


• Windows 
• Garage 


Supplier* end Instef/ers of:- 

• Doors • Conservatories • Patio Doors • Bi-Fold Doors 
Conversions • Car Ports * Canopies • Garage Doors • 
Faaeias. Soffits and Guttering 

Rchau 70mm Profile 
Internally Glared 
Fcnsa Registered 
No 9*legmen 
OAP Discounts 
A* Ruled Window* 

21 Year* In Business 
Family Run 
Secured By Design 
Experienced Fitters 

^ ..>v 


sot* v* \ 

S i 


FREEPHONE: 

0800 917 5266 

* annum rot local rumtui 4 _ 

-.i, ^ Top Quality Products At Realistic Prices! ^«L. * 

> * No Salesmen - No Pressure! ; ^ 1 

www.pvcudirect.co.uk offlce@pvcudirect.co.uk 


MEAD OFFICE 

UoM f, CrosiLiAi CIom, 
Bluiwith. W8) 2XT 

M 01922 401425 
Fa. 01922 475719 



■ m 

■ | rat i* 

•nook 

f 


SHOWROOM 

14 Ponlaod Rond 
Aldcdga, We»«« 
VTS9 BPZ 
T#4. 0*922 744>09 


ELS ALL 


\ ^Windows & Glass Ltd 


Established in 1989 


Call us now 

01922 644226 

info@pelsallwindows.co.uk 

A MEMBER OF 


FENSA 


REGISTERED 
MEMBER N0.31948 


A Happy L 

New Year 
to all our 

I Customers i 


TM“^ 


70mm internally beaded sculptured profile 
28mm double glazed unit 
Full Maintenace & repair service on UPVC 
windows and doors 

Double Glazed Units fitted the same day 


Quality ( ?8 8 

Products at Years 
affordable 's ofser ^c e 
prices y 

FREE QUOTES 

Suppliers and installers 
of high quality energy 
efficient PVCu products 

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


10 YEAR INSURANCE 
BACKED GUARANTEE 
NO PRESSURE SELLING 


Rollingmill Street 
Walsall WS2 9EQ 

www.pelsallwindows.co.uk 
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CrazyPriceBeds 

Greet vttmA the designer price tag! 



Brand New Wooden Bed Range In Stock NOW 

Beds from only £99.99 



Wake up to a world of 
choice at CrazyPriceBeds 



Customers can relax and view CrazyPriceBeds’ catalogue in the cosy comer 


Commercial feature 

After successfully trading online 
for over 10 years, CrazyPriceBeds 
opened its doors to the public a 
little over a year ago, and since then 
the business has been going from 
strength to strength. 

Shop manager Simon Jackson 
explains what customers can expect 
from a visit: “We are open seven days 
a week. Pop in an have a hassle-free 
browse, or take a seat in the cosy 
corner with a hot drink and leaf through 
our catalogue. 

“Our huge range means there’s a 
bed, at a price to suit everyone. 

“We have children’s beds, bunk beds, 
storage beds, sleigh beds, metal, 
wood, velvet and even futuristic LED 
beds! 

Fabrics 

“Hundreds of products are always in 
stock at our onsite warehouse, which 
means you can take items away the 
very same day. But don’t worry if you 
can’t, we offer a totally free delivery 
service. 

“We offer a unique custom made 
Divan bed service, where you can 
choose from 32 different fabrics 
and colours to create your very own 
personal bed, handmade in the UK and 
delivered within seven days! 

“You will also find mattresses, sofa 
beds and other furniture. We have a 
beautiful range of accent chairs in 
stock. 

“We are able to keep our prices so 
low, because we keep it simple. 


“We cut out the middle men by 
purchasing directly from our approved 
manufacturers. We buy in bulk and 
hold huge stocks. 

“We rip out all the expensive costs 
and pass these savings directly onto 
our customers. 

“We have new products coming in 
every month, so make sure you pop 
back to check out what we have in 


store.” In addition there is a brand new 
range of wooden beds starting from 
only £99.99. 

Most of these are from a UK supplier, 
so the stock can be turned around very 
quickly. 

The shop is open seven days a week, 
so pop in and see what’s on offer. 

You can also brows online at www. 
crazypricebeds.com 


WALSALL FIREPLACES 


ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS. 

Largest Choice at the Lowest Prices “FREE no Obligation Surveys” “FREE Delivery” 

“Expert Fitting Service Available 



Full fireplace package 

MANY OTHER DESIGNS 

Choice of Gas or Electric Fire 

AVAILABLE IN OUR SHOWROOM 

Was £1038 00 



Walsall 
yr Fireplaces 

TRADITIONAL SETTINGS 


79-80 Ablewell Street OPENING HOURS 

Walsall WS1 2EU Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 

Y ■ niQQO and Saturday Open 10.00am-4.00pm 

161. U I9CC / Thursday Open 10.00am-1.00pm. 

www. walsallfireplaces. co. uk Sunday closed 
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Parents' pride as they 
welcome festive babies 



FAMILIES throughout the 
Black Country enjoyed a 
double celebration as the ar¬ 
rival of a new born baby add¬ 
ed to their Christmas Day joy. 

Office worker Kir sty Withnall, 
aged 18, and 20-year-old gardener 
Damion Gettings were caught out 
by the arrival of their baby boy 12 
days early 

He bounced into the world at Wal¬ 
sall Manor Hospital at 1.53am weigh¬ 
ing 71bs 14oz before the couple had 
even had time to make a final deci¬ 
sion on the name. Kirsty said: “It is 
an overwhelming experience to have 
your first baby but we will now have 
to start Googling names to see which 
ones we like.” 

The couple who have known each 
other for almost three years are cur¬ 
rently living with their respective par¬ 
ents while saving up to start a home 
of their own. 

Executive 

Katie and John Wilkes were another 
set of parents stumped for a name al¬ 
though Holly and Fern were already 
heading their short list. Katie, a 
32-year-old sales executive explained: 
“She came five days late but now we 
want to find a name we like that has 
a Christmas theme to mark the occa¬ 
sion.” The couple from Leamore, Wal¬ 
sall, who have been married for five 
years, have a three year old daughter 
called Libby. The new arrival weighed 
71bs 13 oz when born at Walsall Manor 
Hospital at 4.40am. 

Online trader Chris Badham, 33, 
from West Bromwich and 25-year- 
old warehouse worker Sarah Smith 
of Darlaston, were ‘elated’ at the ar¬ 
rival of their 7 lb 2oz first child, Emilia 
Rose, at 6.05am at Walsall Manor. 


Katie and John Wilkes from Leamore 
with their daughter, five days’ overdue 

The couple have known each other 
for six years but are currently living 
with their relatives while saving for a 
home. She said: “As long as the baby 
was fit and healthy I did not mind 
what the date of her birth was.” 

Romanian Adriana Niculescu, aged 
27, who lives in Chapel Ash and works 
as a nursery nurse in Codsall cud¬ 
dled 81bs 6oz Darius, who was born 
at New Cross Hospital at 3.03am and 
said: “Christmas Day was his due date 


Proud parents Lauren Walker and Zak 
Fullwood with their baby, Tyler-Jay 

and he was determined to make it his 
birthday. When I rang my parents 
in Romania with the news they were 
overjoyed, just like us, and said ‘It’s a 
Christmas miracle’.” 

Lauren Walker, 19, and shopworker 
Zak Fullwood from Low Hill were 
given a special bauble by New Cross 
staff to hang on their Christmas tree 
in coming years to mark the arrival of 
their son Tyler-Jay at 7.45am, weigh¬ 
ing 81bs 4oz. 



CAST l!F/ fern 

WINDOWS 

JIOINUARY 


BUY NOW PAY 2019 

INTEREST FREE 


FROM 250 SURVE 


° c 10 


/ trade.com 

Where reputation matters 


(TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY) 




ii a 


WhKh? 


FREEPHONE 0800 0355581 


25 years experience in supplying and installing 
quality uPVC window and door products 

Email: info@castlewindowswalsall.co.uk www.castlewindowswalsall.co.uk 

(Authorised and regulated by Unit i, Fryers Close, Factory opening hours 

the financial Conduct Authority) Walsall. WS3 2XQ 8 - 5pm Mon to Fri 



& 


Blinds 






OW 0 


Bedroom Carpets supplied Lounge Carpet supplied 


and fitted from i 


and fitted from 


.00 


Bathroom Vinyl supplied 
and fitted from £ 59.00 


3 Vertical Blinds supplied 
and fitted from £ 120.00 


Kitchen Vinyl su 

and fitted from' 



lied And many more 
LOO offers in store 



Willenhall, WV12 4JQ 

Tel/Fax: 01902 606026 


Aldridge,Walsall WS9 8AA 

Tel/Fax: 01922 452626 


Green Lane, Walsall WS2 8LE Hednesford, Staffs WS12 1DW 

Tel/Fax: 01922 634555 Tel/Fax: 01543 879500 

mim vj 
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NEWTREND BATHROOMS 

— - & MOBILITY — 


iTOflmUlBUSlESS ESTABLI»ifi(ioi 


TROUBLE 
GETTING 
OUT OF THE 
BATH? 

From £1695 Fully Installed 

with Free Grab Rails and Seat 
throughout January 

FREE SURVEY AND QUOTATION 




Hi Walk in showers, baths and wetrooms tailored to your 
needs - VAT free in most cases 
H Easy clean wall panels - no tiling required! 

■ Can be installed in just one day - no mess, no fuss 

■ No upfront deposits to pay 

B Free seat and grab rails while stocks last! 




LEI US 
IRAIISFORm 
YOUR 

BATHROOM 



Ca// today for a Free 


No Obligation Quotation 


www.newtrendbathrooms.co.uk 
E: info@newtrendbathrooms.co.uk 


msMM 



GO®® Odd 

tncfll] ffKtbog i 


available 


Scooters, Rise and Recline 
Chairs, Wheelchairs 
and Daily Aids 
Also available 


12 months parts 
and labour included 


8 Norton Road, 
Pelsall, Walsall WS3 4AY 

01922 478723 


Wide choice, best suppliers 
and friendly, helpful advice 



'i<*wttrrdfc<jtniOCT'5 COjJt _ 0195? 478721 



Commercial feature 

Established since 2003, Newtrend 
Bathrooms has set a precedence 
for supplying and designing quality 
bathroom suites, showers, furniture 
disabled wet rooms and accessories 
through its wide choice of products. 

These come from the best suppliers, 
with the emphasis on a relaxed, 
personal service. 

This family-run business has 
expanded into mobility to offer bath 
and shower facilities for the less able 
customers. 

The experienced sales staff are 
able to offer packages to suit all ages 
and styles of home, and high quality 
products at affordable prices, as well as 
supply bespoke bathroom suites. 

With over 15 years hands-on 
experience you can rest assured of 
only the best advice, were a visit to 
your home will ensure the correct 
specification of bathroom suite is fitted. 

Newtrend Bathrooms strives to offer 
a unique shopping experience, with 
friendly, helpful staff and extremely 
competitive pricing and offer one of the 
widest choice of high quality products 
available today. 

Newtrend Bathrooms prides itself on 
offering a first-class service, coupled 
with quality products to ensure that all 
your requirements are satisfied, with 
the added benefit that you are dealing 
directly with the owner who will oversee 
the design and supply. 

Its vast showroom has recently been 
enhanced by adding new ranges of 
bathroom and shower suites allowing 
customers to browse a wide range of 
suites, without the pressure of a pushy 


salesman. 

To fit a complete bathroom suite 
would typically take place over seven 
days, with smaller installations such as 
a bath out shower, being done within 
a day. 

No wonder that Newtrend Bathrooms 
has established a good name for 
friendly, professional services, and 
quality bathrooms which is testified by 
the number of recommendations and 
testimonials it receives. 

The vast range of bathroom suites 
are renowned for the highest quality 
across one of the largest choices of 


styles and features available. 

From contemporary to traditional, 
modern or unique, there is something 
to suit all tastes, styles and budgets. 

It includes many accompanying 
features, fittings and accessories, 
everything all under one roof. 

Newtrend Bathrooms caters for every 
budget and uses high quality products 
for peace of mind, which combine 
supreme craftsmanship with quality 
materials and elegance in design. 

It is based at Norton Road, Pelsall. 

For more information call 01922 
478723. 



Classic 

INTERIORS 


SALE PRICE - 2 & 3 SEATER SOFAS FROM £399! 




FIREPLACES 
ALL 48" MARBLE £599 
ALL 54" MARBLE £699 

INCLUDING FREE SELECTED 
GAS OR ELECTRIC FIRE! 



BEDS & MATTRESSES 

Single Divan & Mattress 

from only 

£79 



We will beat any like for like quote guaranteed! 


OPENING HOURS Monday-Friday 9am-4.30pm Saturday 9am-4pm Sunday Closed 

71 Park Road, Bloxwich WS3 3SW 

Tel: 01922 473880 


iviuiiuay-i nuay ^anr^.juijiii oaiuiuay aai 11-^111 ounuay uiuocu 

SAVE BBC's!!! 


































































Family bids farewell to 
Gertrude at age of 107 



Gertrude Talbot celebrating her 107th birthday at The Elms, Bilston 



Gertrude’s son Peter addresses the congregation at her funeral 


TRIBUTES have been paid to 
one of the Black Country’s 
oldest residents who has 
died at the age of 107. 

Family and friends of Gertrude 
Talbot gathered at Holy Trinity 
Church in Bilston for the service. 

Staff from The Elms residential care 
home, in Regent Street, where she 
lived for the last six years, were also 
at the service. 

Gertrude was born on August 15 
1910. She died on November 27. 

She spent her entire life in Bradley 
and Bilston and was born into a fam¬ 
ily of 11 children, with seven brothers 
and three sisters. She was the third 
eldest and is survived by her younger 
sister Ruby who lives in Gloucester¬ 
shire along with two grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren. 

She married her husband Bill in 
1938 and together they had their only 
child, Peter in 1940. 

Walker 

Bill, who worked at Goodyear, died 
aged 47, from lung cancer. 

An avid walker, Gertrude trekked 
to and from her then home in Bank 
Street, Bradley, every day in the 1940s 
and 50s to provide for her family. 

She spent 10 years working as a 
cook for the vicar of a Holy Trinity 
Church where her funeral took place 
and also worked at Guest Keen Nettle¬ 
fold (GKN), making nuts and bolts for 
more than a decade. 

During her funeral, the congrega¬ 
tion heard how the world has changed 
since Mrs Talbot’s birth, from the epic 
journey of Sir Robert Scott to the sink¬ 
ing of the Titanic and the outbreak of 
two World Wars. They heard how she 
faced the challenges of a new steam 
iron, humorously dealt with dozens of 


potted plants and would walk from her 
home to Bilston Market regularly. 

Speaking at her funeral, son Peter 
said: “I have many vivid memories of 
my mother in the 1940s walking from 
our home to the market with the ac¬ 
cumulator which she needed to get 
batteries for. And as we were walk¬ 
ing, I noticed a group of men digging 
a trench. They stopped as my mother 


walked past. They were wearing for¬ 
age caps and I later learned that these 
were German prisoners of war. 

“If we think about how much my 
mother lived through, it was truly re¬ 
markable. To become a centenarian 
with all your faculties, language and 
mobility is a real achievement. She 
was so well-loved but the time has 
sadly come now for us to let her go.” 


See our website to view our 
full ranges and options 

.. www.glideandslide.co.uk 

'LIDE OUDE Tel . 01543 679202 

QUALITY SLIDING DOOR SYSTEMS 




• Made to order, with a large choice of 
colours and finishes 

• Delivery direct to home or site 




www.glideandslide.co.uk 

Unit 3, Northgate Buisness Park, Northgate, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8TH 


QUALITY 

KITCHEN 

EACEI I Cl 






• Huge choice of doors, worktops, appliances, sinks 
and taps 

• The whole process managed from design to 
completion 

• Door swaps to full kitchens - tailored to your needs 


Checkatrade.com 


r»ptj<**UOT rrvitt#« 



Call for a Free Estimate: 

01922 896 241 

www.dreamdoors.co.uk 

Visit our Showroom: 

Dream Doors Walsall , 14 Beacon Buildings, 
Leighswood Road, Walsall, WS9 8AA 
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£100 OFF ALL ORDERS PLACED IN JANUARY 
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excludes fires without surrounds 


AN ADDITIONAL £100 OFF ANY FIREPLACE 
UNTIL SATURDAY 20th JANUARY* 


1 


*Bring voucher to claim discount 

Visit our website for full details of Products and services 

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 10am-4.30pm 


51a Anchor Road, Aldridge WS9 8PT 

01922 458017 

www.aldridgefireplaces.co.uk 


A 


Aldridge Fireplaces' burning 
desire to please customers 



Commercial feature 

Looking for inspiration this January? 
If so look no further and visit a 
thriving fireplace showroom in the 
centre of Aldridge. 

Aldridge Fireplaces is located at 
Anchor Road opposite The Crown 
Carvery and is a family-owned 
business that is entering its 10th year in 
operation. 

Apart from delivering quality products 
on time and to customer’s personal 
specifications they strive to achieve 
inspirational results that meet all their 
customers’ expectations. 

Their experienced sales staff are also 
able to offer packages to suit all ages 
and styles of home, and offer quality 
products at affordable prices, as well 
as manufacturing bespoke fireplaces 
to the correct size for each customer if 
required. 

“This year’s January sale is our 
biggest ever,” owner Dan Pennell 
states. 

Decorators 

“We have had quite a bit of a 
transformation throughout December 
in the showroom. The decorators have 
been in and we have also shipped in a 
range of new fireplace suites. 

“Throughout January we are also 
selling off a lot of our ex-display 
fireplaces In addition to this there 
is currently our ever present FREE 
FITTING offer on. 

“To add to this, we will be offering, 
until the end of January, £100 off any 
fireplace suite when purchased with 


any of our electric or gas fires. 

“As ANOTFIER additional offer, as 
it’s our 10 year anniversary year, if you 
purchase your fireplace and fire before 
Saturday, January 20, we will discount 
a further £100 from your bill, making a 
total of £200 off any fireplace and fire. 

“We feel January is normally a 
doom and gloom month And with 
this in mind we wanted to offer our 


customers something towards their big 
investment. 

“Pop down and take a look or visit our 
website Aldridgefireplaces.co.uk.” 

The full address for the showroom is 
51a Anchor Road, Aldridge, WS9 8PT. 

Alternatively people have the choice 
of viewing the firm’s ever-growing 
testimonials on www.bestofwalsall. 
co.uk 



K| Britannia Specialists in Bespoke Oak, Pine, Painted and Reclaimed Furniture 

Idi.fll jrnTTTTrm A huge choice of quality Furniture in our fantastic two storey showroom 


Pine & Furniture 


Deluxe 100% solid oak range 


Zenn range made from 100% solid oak 


Monks benches made on premises 


Rutland painted range made on premises 


Shop online: www.britanniapine.co.uk Visit ourg^Q shop: handcraftedfurnitureuk 

Britannia Pine, Unit 9B Watling Street, Business Park, Cannock, Staffordshire WS119XG Tel: 01543 379888 

Email: britanniap@aol.com Opening hours: Monday to Saturday 9am - 5pm; Sundays & Bank Holidays 10am - 4pm 


www.britanniapine.co.uk 
















































Daredevil makes a 
big splash for charity 



Lauren Powell, aged 21, waterskis in a swimming 
costume at Chasewater on Boxing Day 


A DAREDEVIL certainly made a big splash for charity, 
braving the cold by going waterskiing in just her swim¬ 
ming costume. 

Lauren Powell, an assistance accountant from Aldridge, 
raised more than £1,000 for Dementia UK by plunging 
into the freezing cold water at Chase Watersports Centre, 
Brownhills. 

It was part of the annual waterski event held there on 
Boxing Day. Traditionally, participants do the Boxing Day 
Ski naked but it has more recently become fancy dress. 

Lauren braved the elements in the name of her grandfa¬ 
ther, Peter Hollins, 82, who suffers with dementia and her 
grandmother Patricia Hollins, 81, who cares for him. 

The 21-year-old said: “There were loads of people there 
but it was freezing. When I got in the water, I could feel my 
heartbeat and normally I am quite loud but my voice went 
even though I have to shout to the boat to start.” 

To donate visit justgiving.com/fundraising/lauren-pow- 
ell5 


Patrols are 
increased 
after spate 
of break-ins 


CASH, charity boxes and stock have been 
stolen while hundreds of pounds worth of 
damage has been caused in a spate of busi¬ 
ness break-ins in Walsall town centre. 

West Midlands Police confirmed there had been 17 
similar incidents in December alone. 


While detectives have not 
have identified a pattern 
stating company prem¬ 
ises have been targeted on 
Monday and Tuesdays in 
particular with multiple in¬ 
cidents on Ablewell Street 
and Bridge Street. 

The force has stepped up 
patrols and urged business 
owners to take extra secu¬ 
rity measures. 

Targeted 

Police say in many inci¬ 
dents, the culprits either 
failed to gain entry or left 
empty-handed. However, 
they have provided details 
of five successful break-ins. 

Handmade ironwork 
manufacturer Kirkpatrick 
on Charles Street was tar¬ 
geted between December 4, 
and the following morning. 
Staff clothing was taken. 

Between December 8, and 


mmally linked the cases they 

By Carl Jackson 

the next morning, a rug was 
stolen after a window was 
smashed at Hearnshaws 
Carpets and Curtains on 
Stafford Street. 

Early on December 12 
True Beauty salon, on 
Ablewell Street, was raided 
with cash from the till and a 
collection for Rosedene Res¬ 
cue Centre stolen. 

An unspecified amount of 
stock was stolen from Argos 
Clearance Bargains outlet 
at Jerome Retail Park on 
December 17 and two days 
later, charity boxes were 
taken from Co-operative 
Bank, Bridge Street. 

Kevin Pitt, police, en¬ 
gagement and consultation 
officer for Walsall, urged 
witnesses to call 101. 
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NEW TO STORE THE DEVON 
RANGE BEDROOM FURNITURE 


3+1+1 FULL RECLINER SUITE 
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NEW TO STORE - ORTHO CHAIRS 
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Recliner chairs from £299 Wonderfully comfortable 

SIT! 

SNOOZE! 
RELAX! 


t 




Pf. 4 


Riser Recliners* 

Lift your feet and recline 
you to relax. 



SALE NOW ON 


Green Lane, Walsall WS2 8LE 
FREEPHONE 0800 1975419 

Visit our new website: www.wsfurnishings.co.uk 

Open Hours: Monday - Saturday 10.00am-5.00pm, Sunday 11 - 5pm 

FREE PARKING ALL BUS ROUTES TO THIS STORE 
Number of buses are: No. 5, 60, 70, 38A All above buses stop outside our store 


FREE 

PARKING 

AREA 
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and see our 
new rug 
showroom 


r YOU WONT 
FINQ A CARPET 
CHEAPER! 

CARPET YOUR ROOM 

£49 

LARGE CHOICE 
OF SIZES 


100 room size pieces 
up to 5 metres in 
length now £49 


100 top quality room size 
pieces up to 7 metres in length 
“NOW FITTED FREE” 


100 luxury room size pieces 
Up to 8 metres in length 
Now with FREE luxury underlay 


CRS are a Family run business with over 40 
years experience. Our Reputation is built on 
providing the keenest prices and giving friendly 
customer service that you can truly rely on! 

COME AND VISIT US TODAY 


Versatile luxury super soft 
carpet, silk look from £11 SQM 



5 OUR GOLD SERVICE 

We will send out an experienced estimator to your home with a complete range of samples. 
* You can choose your carpet in the comfort of your own home. We will then send TWO 
fitters who will move furniture, remove your old carpets and fit your new carpet. 

The Complete Uplift & Removal Service - ask for full details 


MEET THE 
TEAM 

Tom, Adam, 
John & Sam 


Day Street, Walsall WS2 8EJ Tel: 01922 621800 (NEAR WALSALL LEATHER MUSEUM) 

Unit 4A Martindale, Hawks Green, Cannock, Staffs. WS11 7XL 01543 431321 
2-3 The Parade, Cannock Rd, Wolverhampton Tel: 01902 733366 


WALSALL STORE IS OPEN SUNDAYS 10-4PM web: www.crscannock.com 















Traffic team ensures 
safer festive journeys 



Sam Norgate and Vicki Lawton were responding to incidents on Christmas Day 


A TEAM of traffic officers 
took to the roads on Christ¬ 
mas Day - to help keep the 
highways as clear as possi¬ 
ble. 

The team of Highways England 
Traffic Officers were on duty, spread 
across three different shifts. 

So, while many were tucking into 
their turkey, some were clocking off 
while others were heading in to start 
work. 

Their job was to manage incidents 
on the motorways, ranging from 
breakdowns, to debris in the carriage¬ 
way and major crashes, helping to 
make journeys as safe as possible for 
those on the road to visit relatives. 

All incidents have the potential to 
clog-up the network and create misery 
for those caught up in the chaos. Ex¬ 
perienced traffic officers Vicki Lawton 
and Sam Norgate were among those 
out on the roads to help alleviate any 
problems. Both were working 6am 
until 2pm shifts. 

Problems 

Vicki, aged 43, had the task of re¬ 
sponding to incidents on the M5 from 
junction eight, at Strensham, up to 
junction four for Stourbridge, and on 
the M42 as far as Hopwood Park Ser¬ 
vices. 

Sam, 33, had the job of dealing with 
problems up from junction four of the 
M5 to the M6, and on the M6 itself 
between junction nine at Wednesbury 
and junction five the other side of Bir¬ 
mingham. 

He said: “I want to help everyone 
as much as I can. Any breakdowns, I 
don’t want them there on Christmas 
Day. I’m at work so I want them to be 
getting to their destination as safely 
and as quickly as possible. It is not a 


nice environment to be stuck on the 
motorway.” 

From the Highways England control 
centre at Quinton, just off the M5 at 
junction three, staff use the displays 
over the motorway to advise drivers of 
any problems on the network. Vicki, 
said: “As traffic officers it is same as 
normal. We are very much there for 
traffic management. 

“We do all we can to manage traffic 


and get it relieved and off and moving. 
With big crashes we are very much at 
the say-so of the emergency services. 

“Once the incident is resolved it is 
handed to us to relieve traffic or turn 
it around if it has blocked the entire 
carriageway.” 

Between Christmas Day and New 
Year’s Day, some 17.5million leisure 
trips were expected to be made on the 
roads. 




Call us today 
Free design service 

www.northgatekitchens.co.uk 



T: 0800 888 6500 / 01922 666 999 




Up to £500 free 
AEG appliances! 

Including 5 years parts and labour warranty 
across the AEG range 

* Terms and conditions apply. Minimum order value £3500. Instore redemption only. 
Offer available while stocks last. 
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Topside/Silverside £1.99lb 
Sirloin Steak "1 
Rib Eye Steak V 61b for £20 
Rump Steak J 

Plus Great Reductions on every cut! 

Edmund Howdle 

Quality meat 

est. 193*5 


38 High Street, Clayhanger, Brownhills WS8 7EA 

Tet 01543 375046 / 377625 

All Major Debit & Credit Cards Accepted 

Visit www.edmundhowdle.co.uk for a full price list & offers 

■ Like us on Facebook 


Homes evacuated after 
cigarette causes blaze 



The scene of the blaze in Bolton Way, Bloxwich 


SCORES of people had an 
alarming start to Christmas 
as 40 homes were evacuated 
by a blaze which ruptured a 
gas pipe. 

Flames ripped through a wood¬ 
en extension to an end of terrace 
house in Bloxwich on Christmas 
Eve. A carelessly discarded ciga¬ 
rette is thought to be the cause. 

The blaze broke out in Bolton Way 
just before midnight. The heat was 
so intense it melted plastic window 
frames and burst double glazed glass 
on the first floor of the property. The 
alarm was raised by a young man who 
lived there. 

Firefighters from Bloxwich and Wal¬ 
sall stations were at the scene in just 
four and a half minutes. A 50 metre 
exclusion zone encompassing homes 
in both Bolton Way and neighbouring 
Evesham Crescent was set up after 
crews identified there was a poten¬ 
tially lethal gas leak. 

Volatile 

Watch Commander David Foley, 
from Bloxwich station, said: “The ex¬ 
tension was made of wood, bone dry 
and had the heating on so the fire 
quickly took hold. 

“It was spreading up the side of the 
house and had broken the double glaz¬ 
ing on the first floor landing when we 
got there. Then we discovered that the 
flames had burnt through the incom¬ 
ing gas supply to the house leaving us 
with an open gas mains and a really 
strong smell. It was potentially quite a 
volatile situation. 

An urgent call was made to the gas 
board who fortunately had an engi¬ 
neer in the area. He was on the scene 
within minutes and quickly installed a 


temporary repair to the pipe. The near 
60 people forced out of their homes 
were able to return within half an 
hour. Four people lived at the house 
where the fire started and managed to 
get out unharmed. 

Watch Commander Foley said: “The 
oldest son had been in the extension 
and had been smoking. It looks like a 
cigarette could have been carelessly 


discarded because he went out to pre¬ 
pare some food and found the fire had 
started when he returned. 

“He tried to put it out without suc¬ 
cess and then sensibly got out of the 
property with the rest of his family.” 

Walsall Housing Group were called 
to make the property safe while the 
family spent the remainder of the 
night with relatives who live nearby. 



/FITTING SERVICE / METAL, TIMBER, GRP, uPVC 
/MADE TO MEASURE /ALL MAJOR MANUFACTURERS AVAILABLE 

Showroom Opening times: 

Mon-Fri: 9.00am-5.QQprn Sat: 10.00am-4.00pm 

(all other times by appointment) 

WALSALL GARDEN CENTRE Sutton Road, Walsall WS9 OQH 



" All styles and materials available:- 

Roller, Up & Over, Sectional and Side hinged 

Call for further information 



. ft* aaa ft* «i apa www.wmgaragedoors.co.uk 
L' vIIavw sales@wmgaragedoors.co.uk 


INC*Not in conjunction with any other offer. *Based on a 7 x 7ft Garage Door. *Fitting Charges apply. 




























































School rebuild approval due 


PROPOSALS to bulldoze and rebuild a 
primary school to make it bigger are set to 
be approved despite concerns about a mine 
shaft underneath the site. 

The scheme, submitted on behalf of the 
Secretary of State for Education, would 
see the Rivers Primary Academy buildings 
at Mersey Road in Bloxwich demolished in 
phases while the new larger school, as well 
as 52-place nursery, would be built on the 
same site. It is to enable the school to in¬ 
crease from 1.5 form entry to a two form 


entry amid growing demand for places in 
the area. 

Walsall Council’s planning committee will 
determine the application today, Thursday, 
and officers have recommended approval. 
But the Coal Authority has objected. 

A report for the meeting states: “It is 
considered that insufficient information is 
available to disprove the presence of historic 
unrecorded underground coal mine work¬ 
ings beneath the part of the application site 
where development is now proposed.” 


Jilted husband 
killed wife then 
took own life 


A SCORNED husband fatally stabbed his wife while she was sleep¬ 
ing after struggling to come to terms with their divorce, an inquest 
heard. 

James Barnes plunged a kitchen knife into Amy Barnes’ neck as she lay in 
bed following her hospital night shift. 

The 30-year-old then fled the ‘murder’ scene and set fire to himself at his parents’ 
Streetly home, Birmingham Coroners’ Court was told. 

Senior Coroner Mrs Louise Hunt recorded a verdict of unlawful killing on Mrs Barnes. 

The inquest heard she 
had asked her husband of 
three years for a divorce 
after the pair, who had been 
seeing a guidance counsel¬ 
lor, returned from a week¬ 
end trip away. 

Her husband was in the 
process of moving his be¬ 
longings out of their home 
in Rednal, Birmingham, 
when he killed her. 

Paying tribute to her 
32-year-old daughter, 
Valerie Shimell said: “This 
has left a huge hole in not 
only my life, but all the peo¬ 
ple who knew her. We are 
all devastated by her loss.” 

Nursery nurse Mrs 
Barnes left Birmingham 
Women’s Hospital, where 
she cared for sick babies, 
and made her way home to 
Cofton Park Close at 7.45am 
on September 25. 

Notebook 

Her body was later dis¬ 
covered by her mother and 
sister. DI Caroline Corfield, 
of West Midlands Police’s 
homicide team, said Mr 
Barnes had let himself into 
the house with a key before 
using a knife from inside the 
home to stab his wife. 

He locked the door and 
travelled 15 miles to his 
parents’ home in Linforth 
Drive, where he killed him¬ 
self. A small blue notebook 
uncovered near Mrs Barnes’ 
body detailed their marital 
woes and was signed by her 
husband, the court heard. 

The handle of the blade 
was found in a bin bag 
packed with cuddly toys in 
the bedroom. 

The officer confirmed 
police were called to the 
Streetly home just before 
midnight. Officers found 
Mrs Barnes’ body fat least 
40 minutes later. 



Walsall Manor’s new chief executive, Richard Beeken 


WALSALL Manor Hospital has named its new chief ex¬ 
ecutive. Richard Beeken will replaced the outgoing Rich¬ 
ard Kirby on March 1. He is currently the chief operating 
officer at University Hospitals of North Midlands NHS 
Trust, which runs County Hospital in Stafford and Royal 
Stoke. 

While Mr Beeken has previously served as chief execu¬ 
tive at Wye Valley NHS Trust where he lead the failing 
organisation out of special measures. He will face the same 
task overseeing the Manor after it was confirmed it would 
remain in special measures despite significant improve¬ 
ments being recognised in the last two years by the Care 
Quality Commission. 

Mr Beeken, who is 45 and lives in Bishops Wood, South 
Staffordshire, said: “I’ll be working with staff and partners 
to make sure that the voices of our patients and of our com¬ 
munities continue to be heard at Board level, and are used 
to inform the way in which we deliver our healthcare ser¬ 
vices across the borough.” Mr Kirby has been at the trust 
for six year but has faced a difficult 12 months in which he 
has faced calls to resign from some patient relatives over 
care complaints. He will take up a new role at Birmingham 
Community Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust in March. 


Apartments plan in the pipeline 
for listed building Globe House 


AN historic town centre building is set to be 
converted into housing. 

Plans to transform Globe House will go 
before Walsall Council’s planning commit¬ 
tee today, Thursday. 

The Grade II listed building at Bradford 
Place which overlooks the town Cenotaph, 
has been earmarked for 35 apartments 
under a scheme submitted by Globe Prop¬ 
erty. 

The three-storey Victorian premises was 
built in 1888 and is the former home of the 
Institute of Science and Art. 


Planning officers on the council have 
recommended the conversion plans be ap¬ 
proved. 

Their report concluded: “On balance 
and weighing the benefits of the proposed 
restoration works and re-use of this grade 
II listed building, it is considered that the 
proposed residential use within this town 
centre location is acceptable, supporting 
the local economy whilst protecting and 
enhancing this grade II listed building and 
enhancing the character and appearance of 
the Conservation Area.” 



5 Ways Isle 


RUGELEY 

Unit 7, Trent Business Park, 


Heath Hayes WS123EA 

Open: 9am - 5.30pm Monday - Friday, 
9am - 5pm Saturday 

Tel: 01543 270652 


WS99AH 

Open: 9am-5.30pm Monday-Friday, 
9am-5pm Saturday and 10am-4pm Sunday 

Tel: 01543 897070 




Estimates • FAST Fitting Service : 
• FREE Parking on site at our stores j 
• Additional savings on housefulls • 
• We beat any like for like quote l 


Open: 9am - 5.30pm Monday - Friday, 
9am - 5pm Saturday 


Tel: 01889 579074 


Open: 9am-5.30pm Monday-Friday, 
9am-5pm Saturday 


Tel: 01543 410956 


> '' r T 

V 

\ GEOR 

GEI 


carpetsmalbeds 




CARPET AND BED WAREHOUSE 
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SALE MOW ON 


pi )/ ^ Handmade Sofas 

"waje to measure" 

Jm 


Sofa 

FACTORY OUTLET 



Thomas Street, Wolverhampton 
West Midlands WV2 4JS 

Open; 10.30 - 5.30pm Monday - Saturday 
Sun and Bank Holiday 11.00 - 4.00pm 


01902 425 225 


Chaos erupts as reveller 
stabbed near nightclub 



Stills taken by police from CCTV footage of the incident 



The scene on Christmas Eve with police cordons in place 


DETECTIVES have been 
scouring CCTV footage to 
identify a knifeman who 
stabbed a reveller outside a 
Walsall nightclub during a vi¬ 
olent late night brawl in the 
town centre. 

The wide-spread disorder broke 
out at Bradford Place around 5am 
on Saturday, December 23, among 
the crowds who had gathered out¬ 
side of UNIT nightclub, formerly 
known as Vogue on Bridgeman 
Street. 

The area enveloped in the brawl was 
not far from the town’s Saddler’s Cen¬ 
tre, bus station and High Street with 
the cenotaph in the centre. 

Drivers had to U-turn out of the 
area as the disorder swelled into the 
path of oncoming traffic. 

Stable 

Footage believed to be taken dur¬ 
ing the incident showed bare-chested 
men confronting each other, throwing 
punches and falling onto the ground. 

Both men and women appear to be 
involved in the disorder. A 20-year-old 
man was taken to hospital with stab 
wounds following what happened. His 
injuries were initially described as se¬ 
rious but West Midlands Police later 
confirmed he was in a stable condition. 

Later footage of the scene revealed 
the arrival of the police and other 
emergencies services. Officers set up 
a cordon following the violence which 
was in place all day on Saturday. 

Shoppers unwittingly in the area on 
that afternoon were directed past the 
scene by attending officers. 

Forensic specialists visited the area 
to carry out their investigation whilst 
police collected CCTV footage of what 
happened from nearby businesses. 


Walsall Councillor Aftab Nawaz, 
who represents the town centre in 
the wider St. Matthew ward, said: “It 
is very concerning that we have had 
three stabbings in a small amount of 
time in a small area of the town centre. 

“Police visibility has always been an 
important deterrent and the fact we 
haven’t got the same presence of po¬ 
lice as we used to some years ago, due 


to massive cuts in the police force, does 
in my view make things much worse. 
If you have got police on the streets it 
is much less likely that people will get 
into fights.” 

He added: “We want the town cen¬ 
tre to be safe for everyone. We need to 
work with the nightclubs, police and 
the council to figure out how we can 
stop these incidents from happening.” 



WAREHOUSE 

CLEARANCE 


NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 


Unit 4 Wednesbury Trading Estate WS10 7JN I Opening times - Mon - Fri: 12-8pm I Sat: 9-6pm I Sun: 10-4pm 

Delivery: £10 local, outside 5 miles is £20 & £45 outside 40 miles 







































Love conquers all with 
couple's golden years 


A COUPLE who faced prej¬ 
udice for their mixed-race 
marriage are celebrating half 
a century of wedded bliss. 

Vera Jeffries was thrown out of 
home at the age of 18 by her fa¬ 
ther after she was spotted in the 
street holding a friend’s West In¬ 
dian baby. 

Devastated, she left Stoke and went 
to live in Stafford and before long met 
her husband-to-be Colliston Edie on a 
night-out in Walsall. Love grew when 
she became a child-minder to his two 
younger sisters and, ahead of their 
time, the couple decided to have a 
‘trial marriage’. 

Three years and two children later 
they decided the experiment had 
worked and got married at Walsall 
Register Office, then in Leicester 
Street. 

Adversity 

But early married life was not easy 
for the newlyweds, with Colliston, 
known as Carl, and Vera being refused 
accommodation when they were look¬ 
ing for a place to rent for the family. 
Carl was also turned down of jobs on 
account of his race. 

But they persevered in the face of 
adversity, and today their cosy home 
in Ripon Road, Walsall, is awash with 
framed photographs of happy family 
occasions through the decades. 

The pair, both now in their seven¬ 
ties, admit it was not love at first sight 
for either of them. 

“But love grew, and it lasted,” said 
Carl, a former furnace worker. Vera’s 
father, a police officer, died months 
after he threw her out but she still 
did not return home for nine years, 
unsure of the reception she would get. 

“Carl kept saying he hadn’t met my 



Carl and Vera with their wedding Fifty years on and the couple have 
cake on their big day in 1967 grandchildren and great-grandchildren 

family and asking if I was ashamed Street, Walsall, in 1963, said he often 
of him. So I went and knocked at the feared ‘being beaten to a pulp’ because 
door with the two boys while Carl of his ethnic heritage but learned to 
stayed up the street. My mother didn’t avoid trouble. He moved on to become 
recognise me - I had to tell her who I a HGV driver and also a taxi driver 
was - but when she realised she wel- while Vera also contributed to the 
corned us with open arms and told me family income by working as a power 
to fetch Carl. presser and also in milling. 

“Every time we spoke after that, she Now retired, they enjoy meeting 
always asked how Carl was, and his up with their family, including four 
mother and stepfather were the same, grandchildren - Charlotte, Claire, 
Except for my father, both our fami- Letisha and Saskia, aged from 18 to 29 
lies accepted our relationship without - and six great-grandchildren. They 
question.” were due to mark their anniversary 

Carl, 76, who travelled from Ja- with family and friends at a party in 
maica to join his mother in Hospital their honour at Walsall’s Holiday Inn. 



CHOICE 


BATHROOMS 


“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen meaning the work is carried out properly 
and on time. We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to keep within the budgets 
of retired, disabled and working families which make up 95% of our customers.” 



!Y T EXAMPLE FULL JOB FOR " 

£ 3950.00 


• 90x90 Quadrant Cubicle 
with low level tray 
.15 SQM Wall Tiles 


Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 


EXTRA DISCOUNT FOR OUR RETIRED & 
DISABLED CUSTOMERS 


DISABLED SPECIAL 


VAT 


IN 

qualifying 
CASES 


Are you having problems getting in & out of your bath? 
We will remove the Bath & Fit an easy access low 
level round, square or oblong cubicle & Tiled inside. 
Supply a new replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 


FOR FREE 
FRIENDLY [ 

ADVICE AND A '- 

WARM WELCOME PHONE US NOW TO 
BOOKYOUR FREE SURVEY 




We will 

supply and fit a 
luxury chrome heated 
ladder rail worth £200 

‘REE with every 
bathroom fitted 
in January 


Showroom also at: 39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 

01902 861908 

1 tnit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, Charterfield Drive, 
__ Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

visa gg oi 384 287222 


SHOWROOM OPEN 
9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
www.yourchoice-bathrooms.co.uk 



We’ve just 
moved in 

New mega store now open 


Unit 4b Gallagher Retail Park, 
Wednesbury WS10 9QY 




Follow us on... Q 


‘Excludes shop floor clearance models, 


# Q 


bensonsforbeds 


Shop online, in store or by phone 
bensonsforbeds.co.uk • 0808 144 6160 
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NEW IN 
STOCK - 
3 PIECE 
SUITES 


100’S OF CARPETS 
INSTOCK . 


Opening offers now available 
after refurbishment 


CARPETS 


BEDS^ SUITS 


FITTING 

(Must end 
soon) /• 


S' CALL TODAY 

01922 626725 

Any written quotation beaten! 


WE UPLIFT 
AND REMOVE 
OLD CARPET 


75 Stafford Street, Walsall, WS2 8DU 


Find us on: 

facebook® 


Furniture 


Open 7 days per week 
^y - TEL: 01922 711177 

1 cJ TiOn www.fumiturenation.co.uk 



SOLID 
W00D1 
kitchens 
"SI* *■ - 


Painted Wooden Kitchens 
Made to size 


Oak TV Cabinets 
from £189 


Oak & Painted 
Shabby Chic 
Furniture from £99 


WE CAN MAKE FURNITURE TO YOUR SIZES! 


UNIT 3, ARROW 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
STRAIGHT ROAD, 
WILLENHALL, 
WEST MIDLANDS, 
WV12 5AE 


FREE 

DELIVERY- 
25% OFF 


WE ARE 

E HEF 

Fires & 
Fireplaces 

IE 

\\ ft 


Hi t 

l 






Shop local in ... 



Welcome 

Back 

Jude! 


After 15 Years of developing her career, Jude 
rejoins the salon with a wealth of knowledge. 
Take advantage of... 

£1 5 OFF I Finish 

Simply call the Salon and quote ADJUDE15. 

FranceSCO beautiful hair 

www.francescogroup.co.uk 

17 Anchor Parade, Aldridge W S 9 8 Q P 

t: 01922 456152 





































































Just the ticket for Parrys 
International at open day 


Commercial feature 

Multiple award winning coach 
holiday company - Parrys 
International, will open its doors to 
the public on Sunday January 14 for 
its very popular annual open day. 

With the release of the new 2018 
brochures, the company is inviting 
members of the public to view their 
premises, luxury coaches and meet 
some of their international hotel and 
attraction providers. 

It also gives the chance for people to 
gain information from the many staff- 
drivers and couriers - who will be on 
hand to help visitors experience and 
see the luxury coach features that are 
unique to the company. 

They will even be able to book 
holidays with a number of special offers 
for the upcoming season. 

Sponsors 

Hotel representatives will be available 
from Hilton Worldwide Hotels, Marriott, 
Holiday Inn, Accor Hotels, Warners 
and individual hotels from Scotland, 
Luxembourg, Ireland, Germany, Spain 
and the Isle of Wight. 

Parrys International are also main 
team sponsors of Wolverhampton 
Speedway, and their management and 
a top rider will be in attendance. 

Parrys offer over 600 departures for 
coaching holidays in Britain, Ireland 
and Europe. 

These range from London Theatre 
Weekends, midweek breaks in 
Cornwall to 12 day holidays featuring 
Italy’s Lake Garda. 



A German wine queen will be at the day 



Parrys operate their own luxury coaches 


Continental holidays also include 
Germany, the Costa Brava in Spain, 
Andorra, the imperial Cities of Prague, 
Budapest and Vienna, and a 15-day 
Italian highlights tour. 

The company have also introduced a 
huge choice of new day excursions with 
departures for its many destinations 



Parrys are sponsors of Wolves Speedway 



There are regular trips to Lake Garda 


operating throughout the year. 

The open Day runs from 10am until 
3pm and is hosted at their garage and 
offices in Landywood Green, Cheslyn 
Hay. 

More information from the company 
can be obtained by calling 01922 
414576. 



PARRYS INTERNATIONAL TOURS LTD 

Landywood Green, Cheslyn Hay, West Midlands, WS6 7QX 


CALL FOR A BROCHURE 

01922414576 


www.parrys-international.co.uk 


► Visit Our Open Day on Sunday 14 th January from 10am 
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HaRvevs 


Home 

suibe home 




New mega shore now open 


Unit 1 Gallagher Retail Park, Axletree Way, Wednesbury WS10 9QY 



Follow us on... 


O # Q 


harveyshq 


Shop online, in store or by phone 
harveysfurniture.co.uk 0121 505 5722 

















































Leamore 

WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES 


WINDOW & DOOR 
REPAIR SERVICE 



LOCKS uPVC DOUBLE 

CYLINDERS GLAZED 

HANDLES UNITS 

LETTER BOXES HINGES 



Windows | Sash Windows | Doors | Patio Doors 
BiFold Doors | Porches | Tiled Roof | Orangeries 
Conservatories | Fascia | Complete Repair Service 


01922 473737 

Reaymer Close, Bloxwich, 
Walsall WS2 7QZ 
www.leamorewindows.com 



Simply Doors Walsall 

Internal & ExtemalJDoor^Suppliers & Fitters 


6 internal pre-finished 
doors fully fitted for 

£425 

complete with handles 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 | www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 





C^MULTIPRIN' 

Your One-stop Print Sho 

r 

p 

25% OF all STANNO and PRO STAR Football Kits 


• Printed garments • Business gifts flyers 

• Embroidered garments • Banners • Workwear 

• Badges • Business stationery • Virtually anything 

• Ties * Leaflets and printed we can do! 

1 Town End Street, Walsall WS2 8LP 
Tel: 01922 625651 Fax 01922 721357 
email: info@multiprintuk.com 
web: www.multiprintuk.com 




C tf% wAJs ^^UAAOAa340/ ^ * 

^ua w/m L l/tex'Axx^sy 

incorparating Lasting memorials 
Tel: 01902 602686 

'rmsedmwn/ c €a.nw(p' Specialists/ • ^le'-paid/ funeral/ &tans/ 

2 4 ^Smerfenap Service/ Specialist/ • Toailored funerals/ axtailaAle/ 



QUALITY SLIDING DOOR SYSTEMS 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE, PLEASE CALL US ON: 
01543 679202 OR EMAIL: INFO@GLIDEANDSLIDE.CO.UK 
• Made to order, with a large choice of colours and finishes 
• Delivery direct to home or site • Available to trade and retail 
See our website to view our full ranges and options 

www.glideandslide.co.uk 

Visit our showroom: Unit 3, Northgate Buisness Park, 
Northgate, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8TH 


WALSALL. 

worlcfops 

BESPOKE FULLY FITTED KITCHENS 


• Free design service 

• Home survey 

• All work fully guaranteed 

• Massive choice 

• Supply only of fully fitted 


Why not visit 
our showroom 

Family run business 
Est 35 years 


buppiy omy ot runy tittea CDCC paQ1/ nnrUm n 

Unbelievable choice of worktops rncc c<, *y 


Mon-Fri 9am-5.1 5prr 
Sat 9am-3pm 
Closed Sundays 


Unit 4, Portland Street, 

Walsall Tel: 01922 641377 


The Company That Cares 


WESTCOT 

CONTRACTORS LTD 

38 Years Experience 

TARMACADAM CONCRETE BLOCK PAVING 
LEADING DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS COVERING 
LICHFIELD AND STAFFORDSHIRE 

. Domestic Drives • Patios . Tennis Courts construction 
• Commercial car parks and roads • Vehicle access crossing highway approved 

Free quotations - All work guaranteed 

Call for enquiries 07985 233112 

Office 01543 251416 

email: westcat.contractors.ltd@gmail.com 


7701922 63 55 447 






ie Largest Adult Superstore in the Midlands 

ADULT TOYS W SEXY LINGERIE 
LATEX W PLUS SIZES W LUBES 
A VERY PRIVATE LOCATION 

MIEff & MUCH. MUCH MORE! 

Unit 5, Fredrick Street, Walsall WS2 9NE 

Open: Mon-Sat 10am - 6pm Late Night on Wed & Fri 10am - 7pm Sundays 12pm -4pm 

777FREE PARKING 777 
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Call us now 

01922 

644226 

info@pelsallwindows.co.uk 


A MEMBER OF 


FENSA 


REGISTERED 
MEMBER NO.31948 


Ful[ Repair service available 



Over 400 cars ready to go! 


l 

Willenhall 

01902 71 72 73 

Walsall 

01922 4 i 42 43 



gocarz.co.uk 


* Wonderland 
Day Nursery 



All children 6 weeks to 5 years welcome. 
Childcare vouchers accepted. Free funded 
places for 2-5 year olds available. 

•iT 

57 Holyhead Road. Wednesbury WS10 7DF 
'# www.wonderlanddaynursery.co.uk 



enoch evans llp 

Solicitors 


St Paul's Chambers, 6-9 Hatherton Road, Walsall WS1 1XS 

Tel: 01922 720333 

Email: ee@enoch-evans.co.uk 

www.enochevans.co.uk 

Providing professional legal advice to businesses 
and individuals for over 130 years. 




































































































Tb/ 7/7 Trains 


MAIN SUPPLIER OF HORNBY, 
BACHMANN AND MUCH MORE 

Sets, locos, rolling stock, —*— 

track, accessories, scenery, 
paints, brushes, tools. 

PLUS bespoke services 
(ask about weathering, 
renumbering or chipping locos). 

MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE 


H 


ELEN’S 


We stock a wide range of Craft Supplies 
including Knitting Wool & Yarns , Cross 
Stitch and Embroidery Kits and much more 


9 VICTORIAN ARCADE, WALSALL WS1 IRE 

TELEPHONE 01922 612161 





The hidden gem in the 
heart of the West Midlands. 

www.walsallgolfclub.co.uk 

Walsall Golf Club, Broadway, Walsall WS1 3EY 
Tele: 01922 613512 
email: secretary@walsallgolfclub.co.uk 



personal & business insurances 


Commercial and Self Employed 
11 usi ness Insurance 

Great Rates Established 1957 

Service with a personal touch 

Call us now 01922 454321 

25 Anchor Road, Aldridge WS9 8PU 


In an ever changing media landscape the ‘ultra local' free weekly Chronicle titles remain a powerful force for advertisers. 
Local media is still the most effective platform for driving consumer action. 

Why not make our coverage and readership work for you and choose your audience from one or 
more of these Chronicles; Wolverhampton, Dudley, Stourbridge, Halesowen, Cannock, Sandwell 
and Walsall. For more information call our Deputy Advertising Director Kim Hazel on 01902 319660. 
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Sky Sports • Open Daily 12pm - 11pm 
Snacks Available | Traditional Real Ales 


82 Coltham Road, Willenhall WV12 5QD 

Tel: 01922 712038 


Midland Boilers 

Where reputation matters 

Boilers from £1199 

Services: 

• Boiler upgrades • Fault finding 
• Breakdown call outs • Full system conversions 


No job too small 

0800 634 3616 



GET READY FOR STAGE AND SCREEN 


To find out more email us on 

info@chbperformingarts.biz or call 0845 0170825 for further details 
All classes held at the 

The Hub, Walsall College Wisemore Campus, WS2 8ES 
www.chbperformingarts.biz 



246 High Street, Bloxwich, Walsall, WS3 3LN 
01922 495525 


www.clickflooringonline.co.uk 
Email: info@clickflooringonline.co.uk 


JL SHORT HEATH 

TYRE*SALES LTD* 

[J . 

For All Your Tyre Needs 
COMPETITIVE PRICES! 
Phil Stanyer, formerley of Malvern Tyres 

C/O Dale Ratledge Motor Services, 
Unit 1, Arrow Industrial Estate, 
Straight Road, Willenhall WV12 5AE 


01922 475563 
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10O’s of Carpets in-stock 



Ui , | 75 Stafford Street, Walsall WV2 8DV 

Tel: 01922 626723 
M I II III ii i ^ 



The Perfect Place For 
Your Holiday Home 


4i 


Y 


GWERNYDD HALL 


5^ Park with luxury Indoor Tropical Pool 
& Spa, Country Pub & Restaurant 






BORSHCH 

Gas & Electrical Superstore 


jjf U 


: www.borshchelectric.co.uk 


Unit 17-19Victorian, Arcade, Walsall WSI IRE Tel: 01922 279927 


COOKING 
Built in 

Hobs jQ£] 
Built-in 

Single Ovens Yffi 


REFRIGERATION 

Under counter 


LAUNDRY 

Tumble 

Dryers 

Washing r*gg 
Machines WT!A 


Stock subject to availability 

HUGE SELECTION AVAILABLE 
Washer 

Dryers Tpt va<y 

Amman 
Fridge Freezers 

Range 

Cookers 


Ca*t*£ 

& Blinds 

PRICE CRUNCH 

DEAL§ NQW QN 


Bedroom Carpets from £ 55.00 

Kitchen Vinyl from £ 39.00 

Bathroom Vinyl from £ 29.00 

Lounge Carpet from £ 59.00 


3 Vertical Blinds from £ 99.00 


m 



Green Lane, Willenhall, 

Walsall WS2 8LE WV12 4JQ 

01922 634555 01902 606026 


Walsall WS9 8AA WS121DW 

01922 452626 01543 879500 



. KJ Search FosteringlnWalsall 

Follow ©FosteringWalsall 

if Foste irFo rYou rLA 


ASSURED 

PLUMBING-GAS AND ELECTRICAL LTD. 


Assured Plumbing, Gas & Electrical Ltd are a 
company based in the West Midlands, with 
over 10 years of experience, 15 qualified 
engineers that cover domestic, commercial 
and retail properties. 

We offer various 
services including: 

• Gas Safety Inspections 

• Boiler Servicing/ 

Breakdowns & 

Installations 

• Electrical & PAT 
Testing Reports 

• Distribution Board 
Upgrades 

• Alarm /CCTV Installations 


Call us now on 01922 454 687 
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^Absolute Max 
thrills with 
the Firestarters 

The Prodigy, 

Wolverhampton Civic Hall 


Fairy Bev delights in 
a panto ‘masterpiece’ 


The boys are 
back in town 
for pop classics 

Jersey Boys, New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham 



Magic night - Singer Beverley Knight with Ugly Sisters Ceri Dupree, right, and David Dale 


ELECTRO giants The Prodigy put on an 
incredible show at Wolverhampton with 
thunderous bass, tremendous energy and a 
phenomenal lights show. 

Despite having been in the industry for 
27 years, the Essex band gave a stellar per¬ 
formance packed with hit after infectious 
hit, barely coming up for air between songs. 

The city centre venue was heaving with 
fans, from young teens to 40-something 
ravers, many of whom donned fluorescent 
clothing and glow sticks. 

The crowd on the floor was a sea of bod¬ 
ies, each of them jumping and dancing to 
the array of fan favourites blasted by the 
band. 

With the group playing beneath mesmer¬ 
ising lighting made up of dozens of spot¬ 
lights, and singing into UV microphones, it 
was truly a sight to behold. 

Songs performed by the band spanned 
their highly-successful career, from nine¬ 
ties hits Firestarter, Breathe and Smack 
My B**** Up, through to noughties num¬ 
bers such as Run With The Wolves. 

Keith Palmer, AKA Maxim, was without 
doubt star of the show. The 50-year-old 
icon’s energy was unwavering throughout, 
as were his vocals and powerful stage pres¬ 
ence. 

Though it was hardly needed, Maxim 
continuously rared up the crowd, demand¬ 
ing shouts and jumps at every turn. 

“I can’t hear you,” he bellowed. 

“Is this Wolverhampton or what?” 

And the audience happily obliged, as they 
danced for their lives to an array of thump¬ 
ing tunes, such as Omen, Voodoo People, 
Their Law and Take Me To The Hospital. 

A true stand-out moment for the Civic 
and one of the most thrilling nights out in 
Wolverhampton I’ve had in a long time. 

KIRSTEN RAWLINS 


Cinderella, Birmingham Hippodrome 

IF you spot a fairytale coach winging its way 
across the skies over the West Midlands during 
the next few weeks, you can be sure that it’s 
heading to Birmingham. 

The Hippodrome is known for doing it bigger 
and better than anywhere else and this year is 
no exception, as Qdos Entertainment deliver on 
every level, providing stunning scenery, stars, 
sumptuous costumes and the best special effects 
in the business, to ensure the venue maintains 
its place at the top of the panto Christmas tree. 

Its stellar cast includes the multi-talented soul 
diva, radio presenter, musical theatre actress 
and now one third of newly formed trio, Leading 
Ladies, Wolverhampton-born and bred, Bever- 


REVIEWS 



ley Knight; Prince of the Strictly ballroom, the 
charismatic Danny Mac; and, of course Birming¬ 
ham’s favourite panto comedian, the incompara¬ 
ble Matt Slack, who returns to the city for the 
fifth year running due to unprecedented demand. 

It’s two and half hours of laugh out loud com¬ 
edy, fun and frolics. The staging and choreogra¬ 
phy are second to none. The adult humour does 
tip the balance very slightly but is never offen¬ 
sive, while the traditional silliness and cringe¬ 
worthy jokes reign supreme. 

This is Beverley’s first voyage into pantoland 



Panto favourite Matt Slack and Suzanne Shaw 


and she certainly is a ‘Fabulous Fairy’ completely 
stealing the limelight from the off, as her famous 
golden tones ring out as she flies high above the 
audience on a giant butterfly to open the show. 
Fairy Godmother Bev takes everything in her 
stride, including the ad-libs and mischief making 
of panto royalty, The Grumbleweeds, whose well 
worn but classic comedy she more than matches, 
holding her own while they create mayhem. 

The beautiful and talented Suzanne Shaw 
is the perfect Cinders, whilst Ceri Dupree and 
David Dale are suitably hideous as the Ugly Sis¬ 
ters. Producer/director, Michael Harrison, has 
created an unmissable panto masterpiece. It runs 
until January 28. 

ALISON NORTON 


THE familiar rags to riches story about a 
group formed by friends who grow apart 
is given a ‘The Sopranos’-like twist in this 
all-conquering jukebox musical based on 
the story of Frankie Valli and the Four Sea¬ 
sons. 

When they started in New Jersey in the 
early ‘60s the gang of Italian-American 
neighbourhood pals were more successful 
at getting criminal records than hit records. 

That past was to catch up with them and 
split the band when they had become one of 
the most popular groups in America. 

That success, based largely on Bob Gau- 
dio’s songwriting genius and Valli’s helium 
vocals, was not with the Woodstock gener¬ 
ation but with the people who worked on 
production lines or flipped burgers - people 
like them. 

Filled to the brim with classic Four Sea¬ 
sons songs, from Sherry to Rag Doll, Walk 
Like A Man to Who Loves You?, this is a 
show as smart as the quartet’s suits and as 
slick as their synchronised moves. 

It also cleverly staged, often switching 
the perspective to give a back stage view. 

The language pulls no punches and the 
show is fast-paced with lots of humour to 
balance the drama and tragedy. 

Ultimately it depends on the four young 
men in the spotlight and in this production 
they are exceptional - Michael Watson is 
totally believable as the ambitious Valli, 
delivering that famous falsetto but also 
able to croon; Simon Bailey is the crooked 
Tommy Devito; Declan Egan the shy but 
brilliant Gaudio; and Lewis Griffiths the 
unassuming Nick Massi. 

Their sensational sound prompted a 
standing - and dancing - ovation from the 
Birmingham audience. 

Jersey Boys continues at the Alex until 
January 6 and visits Wolverhampton Grand 
from August 28 to September 6. 

LEON BURAKOWSKI 


Exclusive huge savings on final 
limited stock of SKODA YETI 
at Autosales SKODA 


YETI 2.0 TDI SE L Drive 

Other YETI models available, 
all with Huge Savings 

WAS-£24£95 


NOW £20,995 

SAVE £4,000 




SKODA 


Spec features > Panoramic Roof > Metallic Paint > Sat Nav > Front & Rear Parking Sensors > Full Leather Interior 

> Heated Front Seats > Xenon Front Headlights 


DRIVEN BY SOMETHING DIFFERENT 


Autosales SKODA Burntwood 

9 Unit 1 Attwood Road Zone 1, Burntwood Business Park, Burntwood, West Midlands WS7 3GJ 01543 450000 @ www.autosalesgroup.co.uk 

Not available in conjunction with any other offer. Subject to availability. Offer ends 20 December 2017. Offer available on cars registered by 31 December 2017. 


















Raided cafe reopens 



Mandy and volunteer Bill Ramsbottom at Living Water 

A CAFE has reopened after ram-raiders caused thousands 
of pounds of damage. A car drove through the front glass 
door of the volunteer-run community cafe Living Water on 
Stafford Street, Walsall, at 3.30am on December 27. 

Nothing was stolen but the front was extensively dam¬ 
aged and boarded up. The cost of repairs has been esti¬ 
mated at £10,000. The cafe has reopened for business and 
the public has been leaving messages of goodwill on the 
boarded-up premises. 

Manager Mandy Lehmann, 52, of Willenhall, said: “It 
was devastating for us. We are a community cafe with a 
strong relationship with the town which we have built up 
in the last two years of being open. We are so grateful for 
the response from the community.” 

The ram-raid came the day after a similar incident at the 
Spar shop, on Wolverhampton Road, Bentley. Police say 
they are not being linked. 

Councillor Diane Coughlan said: “There is a real issue 
with crime in Walsall town centre. We have invited the MP 
along to talk about the crime that we have been experienc¬ 
ing to ask for more money to deal with it.” 

Ho, ho, who? 
As real-life 
Santa posts 
cash gifts 

‘FATHER Christmas must be real!’ That was 
one of the reactions from a resident at a 
block of flats after he and several others were 
handed wads of cash on their doormats. 

Families living on Linden Close in Walsall were 
overjoyed to wake up on Christmas morning to find 
up to £100 in an anonymous envelope. 


The generous donations 
came with the message 
‘Jesus loves you’. The mys¬ 
tery Santa managed to visit 
multiple residential blocks, 
totalling about 60 flats. 

The vast majority of the 
apartments received money, 
with only those that did not 
look lived in left out. 

Residents estimate that 
‘real life Santa’ has dropped 
at least £3,000 cash through 
people’s letterboxes, spread¬ 
ing more than a little Christ¬ 
mas cheer in the process. 

The secret Santa has been 
described as being well- 
dressed ‘Jamaican man with 
glasses and a woolly hat’. He 
allegedly left the scene in a 
Ford Focus RS. 

People describe hearing 
their letter boxes swing 
open late on Christmas Eve, 
and their shock at being 
left with up to £100. Some 
residents almost missed out 
on finding the money com¬ 
pletely, as they believed the 
notes to been wrongly deliv¬ 
ered or even to have come 
from Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

Bradley Clifford, 20, said: 


By Charlotte Callear 

“I saw a well-built Jamai¬ 
can man in a Ford car who 
asked me to let him in to 
give in Jesus leaflets. 

“He looked really well 
dressed and quite well off. 
He told me that Jesus loves 
me. I heard a woman threat¬ 
ening to phone the police on 
him, and he told her not to 
and that his name was Mar¬ 
cus. Rumours around here 
is that he’s a boxer from 
Wolverhampton. ” 

A neighbour who wishes 
to remain anonymous said: 
“I received £60, but I’ve 
heard people have received 
£100 in some cards.” 

John Skelding, 71, said: 
“I heard something rustle 
through my letter box at 10 
past 11 at night. I had re¬ 
ceived £50, and just assumed 
it was posted through the 
wrong letterbox - but now 
I’ve learnt it’s been given to 
a lot of people I won’t feel 
bad when I spend it down 
the pub later. Father Christ¬ 
mas must be real!” 



LOWEST 

PRICES 

GUARANTEED 

SALE NOW ON 



COMFORT 

BEDS 

Established Family Business Over 20 years 




Black Bedstead 3/4 

WAS £199 NOW ONLY £99 
1 g S ize WAS £249 NOW ONLY £99 


Brush Nickel Bedstead Glitz Silver Sleigh Bedstead 



i 


*HYPNOS 

r i,~ _ 



The most comfortable beds in the world 

Wooden & Brown Faux 
Leather Bedstead 

Double WAS £299 NOW ONLY £129 

Silentnight 4 Drawer Bed 

Double R R P-£779 NOW ONLY £449 

Kingsize R.R.P. £889 NOW ONLY £499 

Hypnos 

Kingsize for the price of a double 

on all beds and mattresses 

Double & King Mattresses from £499 



3000 Natural Pocket Ottoman Bed 

2 Drawer Bed ., lHinn PoC k e t Sprung Various Colours 

Double or 3/4 WAS £849 NOW ONLY £59? ^ £5gg or 3/4 NOW ONLY £449 

Kinnsize WAS £949 NOW ONLY £64i Kinnfiize WAS £649 NOW ONLY £499 



Highgrove Luxury Soft Pocket 

2 Drawer Bed Double or 3/4 
WAS £799 NOW ONLY £499 

Kingsize WAS £899 NOW ONLY £569 


Orthopedic 2 Drawer Bed 

Double or 3/4 
WAS £299 NOW ONLY £199 
Kingsize WAS £349 NOW ONLY £269 


Memory Foam Orthopedic 

2 Drawer Bed 

Various Colours Double or 3/4 
WAS £449 NOW ONLY £299 
Kinnsize WAS £499 NOW ONLY £349 


Kingsize for the price of 
a double on all Mammoth 
beds and mattresses 
Plus 4 free drawers on all 

Silentnight Beds 


WE WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL OUR CUSTOMERS A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR 

FREE DELIVERY IN LOCAL AREA | DISPOSAL OF OLD BED | SET UP SERVICE AVAILABLE 

HUGE REDUCTIONS ON ALL TOP BRANDS 


* 

Sleepeezee 
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Walsall Showroom 

| Jubilee House, Walsall Road, Walsall Wood, Walsall WS9 9AH (Next to Barons Court Hotel) 
Open 7 days a week, Mon-Sat: 9.00am - 5.30pm, Sunday: 10.00am - 4.00pm 

01543 529146 



Sutton Coldfield Showroom 

51 Birmingham Road, Sutton Coldfield B72 1QF (By the Empire Cinema) 
Open 7 days a week, Mon - Sat: 9.30am - 5.30pm Sunday: 11.00am - 4.00pm 

0121 355 5390 


WWW.COMFORTBEDS.CO.uk • INFO@COMFORTBEDS.CO.UK 
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LET US HELP YOU - 
ACHIEVE YOUR GOAL 


WACC • 


Adult and 


OPEN EVENT @ 

Walsall Adult and Community College 
Wednesday 24th January 4.30pm - 7pm 



Outstanding engagement of learners to help them gain confidence and progress 


Excellent embedding of Maths, English and technical language within vocational programmes 


Above national average overall achievement rates on functional skills provision 


Tel: 01922 663 000 Web: www.wacc.ac.uk 

Hawbush Centre.Beeches Rd, Leamore. Walsall WS3 1 AG 




Ofstea 

Good 

Provider 
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MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE 

THIS JANUARY ■ 


16-18 Courses in: Early years. Health and Social Care, 
Construction, Horticulture, Accounting, Payroll, ICT, Catering, 

Beauty and much more! 


RATED GOOD BY Ofsted 

Advanced Learner Loans: 

Over 19's Advanced Learner 

Loans Available to help pay for 
eligible courses level 3 and over*. 
Community Interpretation, Teaching 
and Learning, Residential Care, 

| Teaching Assistant, AAT Accounting 


ESOL Free* Courses available: 
Improve your English language 
skills and learn about life in the 
UK. No matter what your level 
is, come and learn in one of our 
Walsall community venues 

FUNCTIONAL SKILLS MATHS AND ENGLISH COURSES AVAILBLE 

Call our team now and 
let us help you find 
the right course 
for you 


*Free Bus Travel 
^Financial Support 
*Free Meals 

^Contact guidance team for conditions and details 

Tel: 01922 663 000 

Web: www.wacc.ac.uk 
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NEW ADULT COURSES 
STARTING JANUARY! 

Accredited and Community Learning 



n 

Start 2018 by Learning New Skills, Q 

making friends and starting a new hobby ,— 

Courses include:- l^J 

Beauty, Flower Arranging, Languages, ESOL, English, Maths, 
Accounting, Teaching and Learning plus many more 


Tel:01922 663 000 


RATED GOOD BY Ofsted 
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WHY CHOOSE W.A.C.C? 



97% Agreed the teaching was good or outstanding 
98% Felt they were treated fairly and with respect 
98% Felt safe at college and in class 


At Walsall Adult and Community College, we assess all learners 
Maths & English (or ESOL) levels on enrolment to see if you 
need additional help while on your course 


CURRENTLY ENROLLING FOR JANUARY COURSES 

Call to find out more or view our website 
Tel: 01922 663 000 Web: www.wacc.ac.uk 


Ofsted 

Good 

Provider 


Opportunities for all 

What our learners say... 


AN EXPERIENCED GUIDANCE TEAM 

that help you make the right choices 
as well as providing excellent 
personal and studying support 
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with Slimming World 


MONDAY 

*OPEN BANK HOLIDAY MONDAYS* 



****NEW GROUP STARTING 
1ST JANUARY**** 

MOXLEY 

Moxley People Centre 
3 Queen Street @ 7.30pm 
Contact Debbie 07850 243096 


WEDNESBURY 

Central Methodist Church 
(Wesley Centre) 

Spring Head @ 7.30pm 
Contact Richard 07535 025298 

BENTLEY 

The Church on the Corner, 

1 King Charles Avenue @ 5.30pm & 
7.30pm 

Contact Lesley 07545 263348 

TUESDAY 

BRADLEY 

St Martin’s Church 

Slater Street, @ 9.30am and 11.30am 

Contact Pippa 07816 900149 

BRADLEY 

St Martin’s Church 

Slater Street, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Sarah 07714 743278 

DARLASTON 

Darlaston Sports & Social Club Ltd, 

16 The Leys, @ 9.30am, 11,30am, 
3.30pm, 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Lesley 01922 634883 

WEDNESDAY 

DARLASTON 

Darlaston Sports & Social Club Ltd, 

16 The Leys, @ 9.30am 
Contact Lesley 01922 634883 
WEDNESBURY 
St Barts Church Hall 
Bttm Church Hill @ 5.30pm 
and 7.30pm 

Contact Jenny 0121 556 5909 


****NEW CONSULTANT STARTING 
3RD JANUARY**** 

WEDNESBURY 

St Luke’s Church, Elwell Street, 
Mesty Croft, 5.00pm & 7.00pm 
Contact Heidi 07972 530778 


V3E © slimmingworld.co.uk 

0344 897 8000 


****NEW CONSULTANT STARTING 
3RD JANUARY**** 

BILSTON 

Lunt Community Centre 
Lunt Road @ 7.30pm 
Contact Alison 07736 781487 


WALSALL 

Walsall College 

The Hub, Littleton Street @ 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Kirsty 07584 090762 

THURSDAY 


****NEW GROUP STARTING 
4TH JANUARY**** 

WILLENHALL 

Jubilee House, Spring Lane, 

(via Forge Road off Sand beds Road 
@ 7.30pm 

Contact Sarah 07398 197131 


WEDNESBURY 

St Bart’s Church Hall, 

Bttm Church Hill @ 9.15am 

Contact Jenny 07751 259593 

BEECHDALE 

Life Christian Centre 

Edison Road @ 7.30pm 

Contact Dave 07968 147395 

COALPOOL 

Coalpool Methodist Church 
Coalpool Lane @ 5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Contact Lynne 07955 685196 

FRIDAY 

COALPOOL 

Coalpool Methodist Church 
Coalpool Lane @ 9.30am 
Contact Lynne 07955 685196 

SATURDAY 

DARLASTON 

Darlaston Sports & Social Club Ltd, 

16 The Leys, @ 9.00am and 11.00am 
Contact Lesley 01922 634883 
Or just come along 

Job opportunities for past and present 
members in this area contact Jenny on 
07751 259593 for more details. 


Olimminq 

-^world^— v 7 


More than 
£l.2m goes 
to hospital 
charities 


TWO hospital charities have received more 
than £1.2 million through fundraising, dona¬ 
tions and legacies in 12 months. 

The money has been used to benefit patients and 
staff through a variety of projects in Sandwell and 
Dudley. 

The registered charity for Sandwell and West Birming¬ 


ham Hospitals - Your Trust 
Charity - raised £1,246,000 
from April 2016 to March 
2017. 

This was more than dou¬ 
ble the previous year, which 
charity staff said was due to 
a significant increase in leg¬ 
acy income. 

Legacies 

Johnny Shah, head of 
Your Trust Charity, said: 
“We are so grateful to the 
fantastic generosity of our 
donors, with legacies in par¬ 
ticular helping us to fund 
13 new projects of almost 
£400,000 from our grants 
programme.” 

Projects funded included 
The Sapphire Project, car¬ 
ried out with Agewell CIC 
and West Bromwich Afri¬ 
can Caribbean Care Centre. 
This aimed to bridge the 


By Heather Large 

gap from hospital to home 
for older and vulnerable 
people, helping them to live 
independently and avoid re¬ 
peated admissions. 

Another scheme saw the 
charity run taster sessions 
in gardening, cooking and 
healthy eating awareness. 

Mr Shah added: “Al¬ 
though we have had a very 
successful year for fundrais¬ 
ing, there is so much more 
we need to do, especially as 
2018 will mark the launch 
of our £2m public appeal for 
our new Midland Metropoli¬ 
tan Hospital.” 

The Dudley Group NHS 
Charity received £246,257 
in donations and £17,935 in 
legacies during the 2016/17 
financial year. Fundraising 
helped to add £79,314. 


No Slack-ing from 
Bev on panto debut 



Soul singer Beverley Knight and Birmingham 
Hippodrome panto co-star Matt Slack 


BEV shall go to the ball! The soul diva dazzled on the open¬ 
ing night of the magical Cinderella pantomime at Birming¬ 
ham Hippodrome - see review on page 24. 

She makes her panto debut as Fairy Godmother, along¬ 
side Strictly Come Dancing finalist Danny Mac, Birming¬ 
ham panto-favourite Matt Slack, pop and television star 
Suzanne Shaw, comedy duo The Grumbleweeds, and Ceri 
Dupree and David Dale as the Ugly Sisters. 

The all-singing and dancing show will run until Janu¬ 
ary 28 with hundreds expected to turnout over the festive 
period. 

Taking to Twitter before the show, the 44-year-old West 
End star from Wolverhampton posted a picture with But¬ 
tons co-star Matt Slack, holding her magic wand. 

She said: “I can’t believe it. I didn’t ever imagine I’d do 
panto. But to come and do this and make my debut in the 
biggest panto in the country is incredible.” 



For more information 
or to book, please cal 


or visit online at: 


S 03300 130 051 

omegabreaks.com/RT 


Quote OMRT 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 


For more information 
or to book, please cal 


or visit online at: 


fcall: 03300 130 051 

omegabreaks.com/RT 


Quote OMRT 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 


Coach package holidays are subject to Omega Holidays terms and conditions and are protected by a bond held with ABTA (No.V4782). Tours offered subject to availability. 
Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


Diana 

Her Fashion Story 

Departing Saturday 12 May 

from Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


Madeira 

Pearl of the Atlantic 

Departing Monday 19 Mar 

from Birmingham (BHX) 


Italian Highlights 


Departing Tuesday 15 May 

from Birmingham (BHX) 


The Houses of 
Parliament 

Departing Saturday 12 May 

from Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return flights to Madeira incl. transfers 

✓ 1 piece of hold luggage per person 

✓ 7 nights all inclusive at the Hotel Raga, Funchal 
(breakfast, lunch, dinner, afternoon tea/coffee 
and cake and selected drinks during meals) 

✓ Services of a representative 


8 Days 

1 from 

by Air 

| £ 724 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return flights to Rome incl. transfers 
l/ 1 piece of hold luggage per person 

✓ 4 nights B&B plus 3 dinners at the Hotel 
President, Rome 

✓ 2 nights DBB at the Hotel Astoria, Montecatini 

✓ 2 nights DBB at the Hotel Leon d’Oro, Verona 

✓ Excursions to Rome, Florence & Venice (all with 
guided tours) 

✓ En-route visits to Siena and Orvieto 

✓ Services of a Tour Manager 


9 Days 

by Air 


from 

£ 1429 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, Heathrow area 

✓ Sunday admission ticket to Kensington Palace 
and gardens, including entrance to the 'Diana: 
Her Fashion Story’ exhibition 

✓ Free time in central London 


2 Days 

by Coach 


only 

£ 139 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, Heathrow area 

✓ Admission to the Palace of Westminster on 
Saturday, with self-guided audio tour 

✓ Free time in London on Sunday 


2 Days 

by Coach 


only 

£ 139 
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To advertis 
in this spa<5 

Please call 
Sharon Oscar on 
01543465335 


TOY AND TRAIN 
COLLECTOR’S FAIR 


Oak Park Living Centre 
Coppice Road, Walsall Wood WS8 7DG 
SUNDAY 7TH JANUARY 2018 
10.30 am - 3.00 pm 

OVER 80 TABLES 

Toys, Cars and Trains, etc. 
Old and New 

Admission: Adults £1.80 Seniors £1.50 
_ Children £1.00 _ 


TRANSTAR PROMOTIONS 
( 01922)643385 




It’s a collection of 
songs that 
lots of people 
will relate to 


w 


olverhampton’s 
Ivor Novello Award¬ 
winning singer Scott 
Matthews is planning 
a busy 2018 with the 
release of his new 


album, The Great Untold. 

The singer/songwriter plans to release the record in 
April with a tour following in May. It will include a date at 
Birmingham’s St Paul’s Church on May 20. 

The record is Scott’s simplest to date. For the first 
time in his five-album career, there’s no band, no lavish 
production - just Scott. It is a man, a guitar and a song. It 
sounds simple, doesn’t it? And it is. 

Scott’s new record, The Great Untold, is a career¬ 
defining masterpiece. The sixth studio album by the Ivor 
Novello Award-winning singer-songwriter is the one that 
many have craved: it is a masterclass in honesty, instinct 
and reflection. 

A largely acoustic recording, Scott’s sublime new 
record features sparse production. Recorded at 
home and in acoustically-resonant rural churches, 
instrumentation has been jettisoned. His 10-song cycle is 
the sound of a man comfortable in his own skin, putting 
his neck on the line with a collection of otherworldly 
songs. 

“I’m still working on it but it’s coming together and the 
songs are there. The record will be out in spring. I’ve 
always wanted to record a sparse, stripped back record 
and finally the time felt right to do that.” 

The ghosts of Paul Simon, Tim Buckley, Nick Drake 
and John Martyn loom large on a collection that ranks 
alongside work by some of the world’s great singer- 
songwriters. On his sixth record, Scott has created songs 
that are breathtaking in their beauty and audacious in 
their simplicity. 

The absence of drums, bass, cello and flute on The 
Great Untold, however, should not infer that it lacks depth. 
Far from it. The richness in Scott’s new work comes 
from subtle playing and mellifluous melodies. He . 
has improved again. He has become a master of 
his craft; a man who can play like Bert Jansch, 
sing like an angel and write songs that Joni *■ 

Mitchell might admire. 

REFINED 

In many ways, The Great Untold is the start of a 
new era for Scott. Since his debut album, Passing 
Stranger, in 2006, the Wolverhampton-born 
star of bluesy acoustica has refined his 
craft. Writing deft and sensitive songs 
during a trajectory that begin with the 
ethereal Elusive, The Great Untold 
marks a new beginning. 

The first great arc of his career 
was completed with his Home 
duology; a stunning pair of 
records that reflected on his 
journey thus far. The Great Untold 
is the sound of a man moving on. 

Scott is recently married, soon-to- 
experience fatherhood and has 
new hopes and fears, new stories 
to tell. “After Home Part 2 was 
finished, I was looking to move 
forward by marrying harmony 
with my experiences since the 
last record. The plan to write an 
acoustic record has always 
been there. I take a while 
over the songs. But in 
recent years, I’ve been 
keen to release more 
records. So I’m setting 
myself deadlines and 
working more quickly. 

Robert Plant once told me 
I ought to do more - and I 
took his advice.” 


Scott has tested himself as a songwriter. The 
absence of a band means he is vulnerable and 
exposed. But, in many ways, it was ever thus. 
He started as a soloist and is ready to fly 
alone. It opens new possibilities, a different 
type of challenge. “It takes me out of my 
comfort zone and has made me test myself. 
I’ve pared it down to guitar and vocals. At 
the beginning, there was nobody else. It’s 
time to surprise myself. It’s time to go back 
my own world. I’ve gone full circle. 
“This is how it all began. 

I would write at home, in 
Wolverhampton, and I’m 
doing that again now.” 

Lyrically, The Great 
Untold is a work with 
poetic intent. “It’s a 
collection of songs that 
lots of people will relate to. 
It’s a real mood-shift of a 
record. The songs always 
start from a personal 
angle, but listeners will 
hear them in different 
ways. When I’m writing, 

I’m almost hearing voices 
from The Masters and 
thinking: ‘Would they 
approve?’” The point is to 
make a connection. 

“I want to move 
somebody with the 

V power of moods 

V and music. It’s 
V very powerful 

\ stuff.” 

w \ It is in the 
right hands. And 
that’s an apposite 
description for 


The Great Untold. It is a record written by a man at the 
peak of his powers, by a musician able to channel great 
beauty in songs that reveal the most human of truths. 

Scott remains proud of his Black Country heritage and 
The Great Untold is a record rooted in the region. He has 
a home studio in his back garden - he calls it the Shedio 
- and that’s where he disappears with his thoughts. 

“Things have changed a lot. Back in the day there was 
the big record label, the management deal and all sorts 
of people around us. These days it’s just my wife and I: 
we make the decisions, I write the songs, we take it on 
the road. I kind of like doing things that way. It gives us 
more artistic control. It’s been a steep learning curve but 
there’s a lot to be said for keeping things simple.” 

Keeping things simple is precisely what The Great 
Untold does. And with his demos for the record now 
complete, it’s shaping up to be the greatest record of his 
career. 

ANDY RICHARDSON 

• Scott Matthews is running a Pledge campaign for 
people who want to pre-order copies of the record and 
further details are available at www.scottmatthews.uk 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 















Ogre-awed - Alexandra 
has dazzling new season 


A HOST of exciting productions are set 
to grace the stage of the New Alexandra 
Theatre in Birmingham after the venue 
revealed its dazzling new season. 

Shrek The Musical, Strangers On A Train and the 
astounding Cirque Berserk are just some of the hit 
shows lined up at the Station Street theatre. Plus, the 
UK premiere of Sting’s Geordie musical The Last Ship 
and war drama Sebastian Faulks’ Birdsong. 

It all kicks off next week with The Sound of Music. 
The Voice finalist Lucy O’Byrne returns in the role of 
Maria, opposite EastEnders star Neil McDermott as 
Captain Von Trapp. The Rodgers and Hammerstein 
show has an unforgettable score featuring Edelweiss, 
My Favorite Things, Do-Re-Mi, Climb Ev’ry Mountain, 
and, of course, the title song. Bill Kenwright’s 
production is staged from January 16 to 20. 

Strangers on a Train, January 29 to February 3, is a 
thriller about a murder swap, made into a classic movie 
by Alfred Hitchcock. It features Christopher Harper 


(from Coronation Street) John Middleton (Emmerdale) 
and Hannah Tointon (Mr Selfridge). 

Based on the story and characters from the Oscar- 
winning Dreamworks animation, Shrek The Musical 
bursts onto the stage from February 14 to 25. 

Cirque Berserk features the world’s most hair-raising 
circus act - the motorcycle Globe Of Death. At the 
theatre from March 14 to 18. 

Andrew ‘Freddie’ Flintoff makes his stage debut in 
Kay Mellor’s Fat Friends, alongside Jodie Prenger, 

Sam Bailey and Kevin Kennedy from April 3 to 7. 

The UK premiere of Sting’s personal, political and 
passionate musical The Last Ship is an epic tale of 
community and defiance starring Jimmy Nail from April 
16 to 21. 

Legally Blonde The Musical features Eastenders 
star Rita Simons and Eurovision hopeful Lucie Jones 
from May 21 to 26. Shows in June will include Summer 
Holiday The Musical, based on the Cliff Richard film, 
and Birdsong to mark the 100th anniversary of the end 
of the First World War. 


Busy start to the 
new year of gigs 


Now the festivities are over, 
the streamers and empties 
have been cleaned away at 
the region’s venues and it’s 
time to look forward to some 
of the best gigs coming up 
early in 2018. 

The mega venues boast the 
biggest names with Paramore at 
the Genting Arena on January 14 
and Lady Gaga (pictured) with her 
rescheduled tour calling in at the 
NEC venue on February 1, the day 
after her Arena Birmingham gig. 

Then the Genting has Kendrick 
Lamar on February 9, The Script 
(15th), Imagine Dragons (24th), 
Morrissey (27th) and pride of Wales 
the Stereophonies on March 1. 

Highlights at Birmingham 
02 Academy includes festival 
favourites The Hunna on Thursday 
(January 11). Hollywood rockers 
Black Veil Brides co-headline 
with York’s Asking Alexandria on 
January 23, punk veterans The 
Damned visit on February 1, then 
80s faves Erasure play on February 
11. Later next month gigs to watch 
out for at the Academy include 
Texan punks Bowling For Soup 
(13th), Slam Dunk and Download 
regulars Don Broco (15th) and 
Scottish indie rock legends Franz 
Ferdinand back with a new album 
(20th). 


Across the city in Digbeth, things 
start to get interesting at the 02 
Institute on February 1 with tipped- 
for-the-top Reading rockers The 
Amazons. American punk veterans 
The Dead Boys mark 40 years 
since their debut on February 2 
and highly rated young American 
rockers Highly Suspect play on the 
same night in the venue’s larger 
room. Expect some Sheffield 
steel on February 6 when up-and- 
coming metal monsters When She 
Sleeps roar into action. 

Grammy nominated LA R&B 
singer-songwriter Jhene Aiko is 
at the Institute on February 8 and 
California rockers Alien Ant Farm 
are in action on February 12. 

The voice of Mike & The 
Mechanics and Ace, Paul Carrack, 
has two concerts at Symphony Hall 
Birmingham on February 3 and 18. 

Aussie star singer Natalie 
Imbruglia is at Birmingham Town 
Hall on February 5 and country pop 
legends The Mavericks will dance 
the night away at Symphony Hall on 
February 8. 

Highlights at the Hare and 
Hounds in Kings Heath include 
ex-Special Roddy Radiaion with 
his Skabilly Rebels on January 13 
and the following night it’s garage 
rockers The Surfing Magazines 
(featuring ex-members of The 
Wave Pictures and Slow Club). 



Craig Charles 
opens his trunk of funk, DJing at 
the Hare’n on the 19th. Reggae 
star General Levy visits on January 
27 then there are two nights 
of psychedelic rock with noisy 
LA outfit Wand (29th) and San 
Francisco’s Moon Duo (30th). 

Things will get pretty cosmic too 
at the Robin 2 in Bilston on Sunday 
when the latest version of Space 
Ritual, featuring founder members 
of Hawkwind Nik Turner and Terry 
Ollis, beam down for a space rock 
celebration. 

Also coming up at Mount 
Pleasant venue is the 30th 
annivesary performance of rock 
opera Operation Mindcrime by 
Geoff Tate on January 17 and 
British blues rocker Aysley Lister 
Band on the 18th. 

Jump n jive with King Pleasure 
& The Biscuit Boys on January 25, 
and good time rock n rollers The 
Quireboys deliver an acoustic set at 
the Robin on January 28. 

Final few recommendations: 
Watch out for Mobo-winning singer 
Zara McFarlane at the Hare and 
Hounds on February 7; the return 
of Everything Everything after their 
A Fever Dream album with a gig 
at the 02 Academy on March 3; 
and a rare UK outing for American 
roots outfit Pokey Lafarge at the 02 
Institute on March 7. 


katharine 
house yfpr 
hospice /Vf\ 

embracing life and living 




HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 
SERVICE 

a friendly stress free 
service designed for you 


CLEAR 

TO CARE 

Every penny we raise helps to care for 
local people at the hospice and at home 


- TO $ 

for a free assessment 

call us now on 01785 760715 

WWW.khh0spice.0rg.uk reg charity no. 1011712 


CLASSIFIEDS 


WORK!!! 



“For over 30 years we 
have used Express & Star 
classified adverts which 
has resulted in many happy 
caravan owners!” 



“I average around 10 phone 
calls a week from customers as 
a direct result of my Classified 
Advertising. I am very happy with 
my response levels. “ 


“Wednesfield Carpentry 
& Gates are really pleased 
with their classified 
contract advertising 
response.” 


“We have been advertising in the 
Express & Star and Chronicles 
for over 20 years and consider it 
a key part of our business with 
the regular flow of calls, which 
our advertising generates. “ 


“I am extremely happy with 
the Service get from my 
Express & Star Classified Sales 
Representative and I would 
recommend them to anyone!” 


Call 01902 319 191 


Brought to you by Express & Star 
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Hard Sun 
(BBC1,9.35pm) 

A drama series about detectives 
who stumble across a 
government conspiracy while 
investigating a death may not 
sound particularly original - but 
the secret that cops Charlie 
Hicks (Jim Sturgess) and 
Elaine Renko (Agyness Deyn) 
uncover in Hard Sun involves 
the end of the world. The 
mismatched officers are 
dealing with a murder in the 
inner-city when they find proof 
that the Earth faces certain 
destruction in just five years 
due to a mysterious cosmic 
event, a fact the powers-that-be 
would very much like to keep 
under wraps. The duo must use 
every bit of their ingenuity to 
protect themselves as they are 
pursued by Secret Service 
operatives who are willing to 
silence them for good. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry Everyday. (R) 
12.00 BBC News; Weather. 12.15 
Football Focus. 12.45 M0TD Live: FA 
Cup. Fleetwood Town v Leicester City 
(Kick-off 12.45pm). 3.00 Money for 
Nothing. (R) 4.00 Final Score. 5.10 
Celebrity Mastermind. 5.40 BBC News. 

5.50 Regional Programme. 

6.00 And They’re Off for Sport Relief. 
New series. Ore Oduba hosts a 
sporting challenge in which 
celebrities compete in a series of 
bizarre races, while members of 
the public try to predict which star 
will win. 

6.40 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman 
present a 1980s edition of the 
celebrity quiz, featuring four 
teams of famous faces from 
the decade seeking unlikely 
answers. 

7.25 Wedding Day Winners. New 

series. Lorraine Kelly and Rob 
Beckett host a game show in 
which two couples, aided by 
friends and family, compete 
through a series of challenges for 
the chance to win a televised 
wedding and a dream honeymoon. 

8.30 Casualty. The truth about Connie’s 
illness is out, following her 
dramatic collapse while at work. 

As she recovers, she is devastated 
to hear that her colleagues are 
aware of her terminal diagnosis. 
Worse still is the news that her 
tumour has grown, and 
complications now mean that her 
consultant refuses to operate. 
Discharging herself, Connie 
persuades Ethan to drive her to 
London for a second opinion, but 
when she loses consciousness en 
route and is rushed into 
emergency surgery, her put-upon 
protege faces an agonising wait 
for news. Meanwhile, back at the 
ED, Dylan struggles to hold the 
fort, in the absence of more 
experienced hands. 

9.20 BBC News; Weather. 

9.35 Hard Sun. New series. Sci-fi crime 
drama starring Jim Sturgess and 
Agyness Deyn as two detectives 
who must find a way to keep the 
peace after discovering that the 
world is about to end. 

10.30 MOTD: FA Cup Highlights: 
National Lottery Update. 

12.05 The NFL Show. 12.35 Film: The 
Resident. (2011) 2.00 Weather for the 
Week Ahead. 2.05 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.10 The Wonder of Animals. (R) 6.40 
Naomi’s Nightmares of Nature. 7.10 The 
Pets Factor. 7.30 Matilda and the Ramsay 
Bunch. 7.45 Matilda and the Ramsay 
Bunch. 8.00 The Dengineers. 8.30 
Deadly Top 10. (R) 9.00 World’s 
Sneakiest Animals. (R) 10.00 Homes 
Underthe Hammer. (R) 11.00 Pets- 
Wild at Heart. (R) 12.00 The Hairy Bikers’ 
Mediterranean Adventure. (R) 1.00 Back 
to the Land with Kate Humble. (R) 2.00 
Rome Unpacked. (R) 3.00 Film: The 
Letter. (1940) 4.30 Jaguars Born Free: 
Natural World Special. (R) 5.15 Trust Me, 
I’m a Doctor. (R) 5.45 Tom Kerridge’s 
Lose Weight For Good. (R) 

6.15 Hugh’s Wild West. New series. 
Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall goes 
in search of wildlife with the most 
dedicated nature lovers in the 
West Country, beginning in the 
Wye Valley and the Forest of Dean. 

7.15 A House Through Time. 
Documentary charting 180 years 
of British history as lived through 
by the successive inhabitants of a 
terraced house in Liverpool, from 
the 1840s to the present day. (R) 

8.15 Dad’s Army. Capt Mainwaring and 
the platoon offer to help Pte 
Godfrey’s widowed friend gather in 
the harvest on her farm - but their 
well-meaning efforts end in 
predictable chaos. (R) 

8.45 Grand Tours of Scotland’s Lochs. 
Paul Murton travels from Loch 
Gairloch to Loch Maree, meeting 
the king and queen of Islonia, 
matching a medieval feat of 
archery and diving to a wartime 
wreck in Loch Ewe. 

9.15 Feud: Bette and Joan. The 
convivial atmosphere that Bette is 
creating with her co-stars 
frustrates Joan, as she tries to 
sleep following the beginning of 
filming in Louisiana. 

10.00 Feud: Bette and Joan. Both 
actresses reflect on what might 
have been and Joan gets a call 
from her agent, who advises her 
against appearing in low-budget 
feature The Missing Link. Last in 
the series. 

11.00 Live at the Apollo Christmas 
Special. Festive fun, hosted by 
Katherine Ryan, with Marlon 
Davis, Joel Dommett and John 
Robins. 

11.45 Dl XL. With Josh Widdicombe. 

12.30 Later-with Jools Holland 25th 
Birthday Show. (R) 2.30 This Is BBC 
Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Bottom Knocker 
Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom Knocker Street. 
(R) 6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 6.50 Super 4. 

(R) 7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.05 Marvel Ultimate Spider-Man vs 
The Sinister Six. 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom 
and Jerry Show. (R) 7.55 Scrambled!: 
Fangbone. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: The 
Powerpuff Girls. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 

Be Cool, Scooby-Doo! (R) 9.05 
Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 9.25 ITV 
News. 9.30 Saturday Morning with 
James Martin. 11.30 The Hungry Sailors. 
(R) 12.30 ITV News; Weather. 12.40 
Endeavour. (R) 2.40 The Greatest TV 
Moments of All Time. (R) 4.35 Regional 
Programme ; Weather.4.45 ITV News; 
Weather. 4.55 The Chase: Celebrity 
Special. (R) 

6.00 Catchphrase. Stephen Mulhern 
hosts a celebrity special of the 
game show, with Ellie Simmonds, 
Fay Ripley and Jimmy Carr 
guessing the familiar phrases 
hidden in animated clues. 

7.00 Take Me Out. New series. A 
hairdresser, a rugby player, a 
children’s entertainer and a 
student try to impress 30 single 
women and win a date. Paddy 
McGuinness presents. 

8.00 The Voice UK. New series. Emma 
Willis hosts the seventh series of 
the singing contest, which this 
year sees Oily Murs joining 
returning coaches Will.i.am, Tom 
Jones and Jennifer Hudson on the 
famous spinning chairs. The 
search for a star kicks off, as 
usual, with the first in a series of 
rounds of blind auditions, as the 
panel listen to each contestant 
with their backs turned, ensuring 
that they judge the performance 
on the strength of vocal ability 
alone. Those who succeed here 
will progress to the Battle and 
Knockout phases. 

9.35 ITV News; Weather. 

9.50 Film: Spectre. (2015) James 
Bond goes rogue after receiving a 
cryptic message that sets him on 
the trail of a secretive criminal 
network. While his colleagues face 
a new threat closer to home, Bond 
embarks on a globetrotting 
journey in search of the elusive 
mastermind behind the syndicate 
-whom he discovers may have 
links to his own past. Spy thriller, 
starring Daniel Craig. 

12.30 Jackpot247.3.00 Babushka. (R) 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


7.25 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
7.50 Frasier. (R) 8.20 Frasier. (R) 8.55 
Frasier. (R) 9.25 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 9.50 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.20 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.50 The 
Simpsons. (R) 11.15 The Simpsons. (R) 

11.45 Sun, Sea and Selling Houses. (R) 

12.45 Darts: BDO Lakeside World 
Professional Championships. Live 
coverage of the afternoon session on the 
opening day of the tournament. 5.30 A 
Place in the Sun: Summer Sun. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Spying on the Royals. Part one of 
a two-part documentary 
examining an espionage operation 
conducted to gather information 
on Edward VIII and Wallis 
Simpson. Shown to mark the 80th 
anniversary of the king’s 
abdication, the programmes 
examines recently declassified 
documents revealing the extent of 
the surveillance and who ordered 
it, as well as featuring dramatic 
reconstructions and eyewitness 
accounts. (R) 

8.00 Princess Diana’s “Wicked” 
Stepmother. An examination of 
the turbulent relationship between 
Diana, Princess of Wales and her 
formidable stepmother Raine 
Spencer, who rose from humble 
origins with the help of her larger- 
than-life mother, the novelist 
Barbara Cartland, to become a 
countess and a member of the 
royal family. Raine was a divisive 
figure, who was doted on by her 
husband Johnnie Spencer but 
loathed by Diana and her siblings. 
Yet as the princess’s marriage 
collapsed, she reached out to her 
stepmother for support, marking a 
change in the women’s 
relationship. (R) 

9.00 Film: The Hunger Games: 
Mockingjay-Part2. (2015) 
Premiere. The civilisation of 
Panem is consumed by a bloody 
civil war. Reluctant rebel leader 
Katniss Everdeen leads a band of 
her allies on a mission to end the 
conflict at one stroke by 
assassinating the despotic 
President Snow - but faces many 
dangers as she closes in on her 
target. Conclusion of the sci-fi 
adventure series based on 
Suzanne Collins’ novels, starring 
Jennifer Lawrence. 

11.40 Film: The Transporter. (2002) 

1.25 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 2.15 Hollyoaks. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.35 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.10 Dogs Make You 
Laugh Out Loud 2. (R) 10.40 Cruising 
with Jane McDonald Christmas Special. 
(R) 11.40 Film: West Side Story. (1961) 

2.30 Film: The Hundred-Foot Journey. 
(2014) Comedy drama, starring Helen 
Mirren. 3.30 5 News Update. 3.35 Film: 
The Hundred-Foot Journey. (2014) 
Concluded. 4.55 5 News Weekend. 5.00 
Playful Pups Make You Laugh Out Loud. 
(R) 

6.00 The Wonderful World of Puppies. 

New series. Documentary charting 
the first few months of a dog’s life, 
following different breeds as they 
take the first steps on their own 
unique developmental journey. 
Dalmatians Daphne and Digby 
start to develop the spots that will 
mark them out for life, and take 
their first stumbling steps in the 
great outdoors. Ruby the toy 
poodle’s huge personality belies 
her diminutive frame, while 
abandoned Jack Russell pup 
Boomer’s shattered confidence 
will need to be rebuilt by the love 
of a foster home. 

7.00 Greatest Celebrity Wind-Ups 
Ever! Joe Pasquale narrates a 
special documentary celebrating 
some of the greatest pranks 
celebrities have managed to play 
on each other. (R) 

8.00 Blind Date. Paul O’Grady hosts a 
revival of the dating show in which 
a drama teacher from Surrey and a 
digger driver from Hull must 
choose between three unseen 
suitors. 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. Friday’s 
highlights from the house, 
including another chance to see 
what surprise Big Brother sprung 
on the women last night. 

10.00 Worst Celebrity Pop Songs Ever. 

A countdown of the 40 most 
memorable records by celebrities, 
featuring performances by MrT, 
Katie Price, Vinnie Jones, Sam Fox 
and an assortment of soap stars. 
(R) 

11.45 Lip Sync Battle UK: Rufus Hound 
v Jorgie Porter. Melanie Brown 
and Professor Green present the 
musical game show as comedian 
Rufus Hound and actress Jorgie 
Porter go head to head lip- 
synching to a hit song. (R) 

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Secrets of the 
National Trust with Alan Titchmarsh. (R) 
4.00 GPs: Behind Closed Doors. (R) 

4.45 House Doctor. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Shipwrecks: Britain’s Sunken 
History 8.00 Alaska - Earth’s Frozen 
Kingdom 9.00 Spiral 11.05 The Vietnam 
War 12.00 Bee Gees at the BBC and 
Beyond 1.00 Disco at the BBC 2.00 
Alaska - Earth’s Frozen Kingdom 3.00 
Shipwrecks: Britain’s Sunken History 
4.00 Close 
ITV2 

12.00 The Big Soap Quiz: Coronation 
Street v Emmerdale 1.00 Ant & Dec’s 
Saturday Night Takeaway Presents - Who 
Shot Simon Cowell? 1.30 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 3.05 Film: Legally Blonde 
(2001) 4.05 FYI Daily 4.10 Film: Legally 
Blonde (2001) 4.55 Film: Hotel 
Transylvania (2012) 5.55 FYI Daily 6.00 
Film: Hotel Transylvania (2012) 6.40 
Film: The Mummy (1999) 7.40 FYI Daily 
7.45 Film: The Mummy (1999) 9.00 
Film: The Hangover (2009) 10.00 FYI 
Daily 10.05 Film: The Hangover (2009) 
11.10 Family Guy 12.10 American Dad! 

I. 05 Film: Paranoia (2013) 2.05 FYI 
Daily 2.10 Film: Paranoia (2013) 3.00 
Teleshopping 

ITV3 

II. 05 Foyle’s War 1.10 Film: Columbo: 
Suitable for Framing (1971)2.55 
Midsomer Murders 11.00 The 
Suspicions of Mr Whicher: The Murder in 
Angel Lane 1.00 On the Buses 2.00 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

1.30 ITV Racing: Live from Sandown & 
Wincanton. Ed Chamberlin presents live 
coverage of today’s race meetings. 4.05 
Film: Khartoum (1966) 5.10 FYI Daily 
5.15 Film: Khartoum (1966) 6.45 Film: 
Dr No (1962) 7.50 FYI Daily 7.55 Film: 

Dr No (1962) 9.00 Film: The Enforcer 
(1976) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 Film: The 
Enforcer (1976) 11.05 Film: Platoon 
(1986) 12.10 FYI Daily 12.15 Film: 
Platoon (1986) 1.25 Car Crash Global: 
Caught on Camera 2.25 Tommy Cooper 

2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 

E4 

12.30 Don’t Tell the Bride 1.35 The 
Goldbergs 4.00 The Big Bang Theory 
9.00 Film: Red (2010) 11.10 Gogglebox 

I. 20 Rude Tube: Love Bytes 2.20 
Gogglebox 3.15 First Dates 4.10 How I 
Met Your Mother 4.55 Rude(ish) Tube 
Film4 

II. 00 Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Dog Days 
(2012) 1.00 The Indian in the Cupboard 
(1995) 2.50 Rio (2011) 4.40 Tooth Fairy 
(2010) 6.45 GI Joe: Retaliation (2013) 
9.00 Now You See Me (2013)11.15 
Insidious: Chapter 3 (2015) 1.10 Mr Nice 
(201 0)3.35 Close 



London Theatre Break 

2 Days Self-Drive - Evening Show 

Departing Friday 26 Jan 
Price Includes... 

✓ 1 night B&B at the Ibis Shepherd's Bush 
Hotel, London 

✓ Aladdin theatre ticket - Grand Circle 
(evening performance) 

✓ Free time in London 


2 Days 

Self-Drive 


only 

£ 139 


panto land” 

The Guardian 


Omega Holidays cannot be held responsible for the non-appearance of a particular actor/actress; no refunds will be given in this event. Whilst we always try to ensure that parties are seated together, very occasionally, it may be necessary for parties to be split. Couples are always seated together. Tours offered subject to 
availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


03300 130 051 


Quote 033 numbers are free within 
Aun _ inclusive minutes packages 
M R T otherwise standard rates apply. 


or visit us 
online at 


omegabreaks.com/RT 








































Dancing on Ice 
(ITV, 6pm) 

Some shows just run and run, 
never pausing for breath and 
seemingly always at the top of 
the ratings tree. Others burn 
brightly, fade away and need a 
wee rest before coming back 
better than ever. ITV is hoping 
that Dancing on Ice falls into the 
latter category. It ran for nine 
series between 2006 and 
2014, then took a break. Now 
it’s back, as are presenters 
Holly Willoughby and Phillip 
Schofield and judge Jason 
Gardiner; Jayne Torvill and 
Christopher Dean return too, 
but as judges rather than 
mentors, while Ashley Banjo will 
also offer his opinions. But it’s 
the participants we’re most 
interested in, and they’re a 
mixed bunch. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 M0TD: FA Cup 
Highlights. (R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 11.00 
Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 12.00 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Wallace & Gromit: A 
Grand Day Out. (R) 1.40 M0TD Live: FA 
Cup. Shrewsbury Town v West Ham 
United (Kick-off 2.00pm). 4.00 Escape to 
the Country. (R) 4.30 Songs of Praise. 
5.05 Antiques Roadshow. (R) 

6.05 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile. The team explores 
the Ribble Valley. Matt Baker visits 
the Gisburn Forest, Anita Rani 
meets refugees who are 
discovering farming in the snow, 
and Adam Henson learns about 
stallions that have a vital role to 
play in preserving rare breeds of 
horses. Plus, Tom Heap reports on 
a controversy surrounding new 
rules on gun licensing. Including 
weather for the week ahead. 

7.30 Still Open All Hours. Granville has 
a new idea for growing the 
business and branches out into 
offering fitness classes, while Mr 
Newbold undergoes an image 
overhaul to repel Mrs 
Featherstone. 

8.00 Attenborough and the Sea 
Dragon. The naturalist joins a 
team of scientists examining the 
200 million-year-old fossilised 
remains of an icthyosaur, a vast 
sea creature which was discovered 
on Dorset’s Jurassic Coast. As the 
skeleton is reassembled, advanced 
imaging technology and computer 
animation is used to create a 
simulation of the sea creature as it 
would have appeared when it was 
still alive - the most detailed 
reconstruction of its kind ever 
attempted. Meanwhile, forensic 
investigators painstakingly 
examine the bones to solve the 
mystery of how the icthyosaur 
died. 

9.00 McMafia. Alex receives an offer 
from someone claiming to be an 
old friend, and Semiyon seeks 
backing for his business venture - 
while Lyudmilla uncovers his 
investors’ secrets. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 
10.30MOTD: FA Cup Highlights. 

11.30The Women’s Football Show. 

12.05 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.10 BBC News. 



bbc2 Bitv ||channel4 Bchannels ||digital 


6.20 Coast. (R) 7.20 The Instant 
Gardener. (R) 8.05 Gardeners’ World. 

(R) 8.35 Greatest Gardens. (R) 9.05 
Countryfile. (R) 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Best Bites. 11.30 Raymond Blanc: How 
to Cook Well. (R) 12.00 Food & Drink. 
(R) 12.30 The A to Z of TV Cooking. (R) 
12.40 Meet the Moose Family: Natural 
World. (R) 1.40 Money for Nothing. (R) 
2.10 Talking Pictures: Maggie Smith. (R) 

2.50 Film: Ladies in Lavender. (2004) 
Period drama, starring Judi Dench and 
Maggie Smith. 4.30 Flog It! (R) 5.15 Ski 
Sunday. 

6.00 The Real T. Rex with Chris 
Packham. Chris Packham 
embarks on a global journey to 
discover the truth about the 
Tyrannosaurus rex, which has 
endured centuries of scientific 
inaccuracy and Hollywood 
misrepresentation. The naturalist 
uses new studies into dinosaur 
skin, teeth and muscles, as well as 
groundbreaking insights into its 
behaviour to create the most 
accurate CGI representation of the 
dinosaur ever produced. To help, 
Chris speaks to experts in birds, 
biomechanics and alligators, and 
has access to one of the most 
complete Tyrannosaurus rex 
skeletons in existence. (R) 

7.00 Robot Wars Special 2017: The 
World Series. The second of two 
specials pitting champions from 
past series against rivals from 
other countries, featuring 
contenders from Russia, the USA, 
Canada and the Netherlands. 

8.00 Dragons’Den. A serial 

entrepreneur pitches his online 
reeting card business, and a 
urrey-based inventor hopes his 
word game could become a family 
Christmas favourite. (R) 

9.00 Michael Palin: A Life on Screen. 
The actor and writer looks back on 
his career. Featuring classic clips 
from the archives and 
contributions from collaborators 
John Cleese, David Jason and 
Armando lannucci. 

10.00 Film: And Now for Something 
Completely Different. (1971) 
Compilation of sketches from the 
first two series of Monty Python’s 
Flying Circus. Starring John 
Cleese, Michael Palin, Terry Jones, 
Graham Chapman, Eric Idle and 
Terry Gilliam. 

11.25Film: Strictly Ballroom. (1992) 

1.00 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 1.55 
Holby City. (R) 2.55 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Bottom Knocker 
Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom Knocker Street. 
(R) 6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 6.50 Super 4. 
(R) 7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.05 Marvel Ultimate Spider-Man vs 
The Sinister Six. 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom 
and Jerry Show. (R) 7.55 Scrambled!: 
Ben 10.8.10 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Spy School. 9.05 Scrambled!: Wishfart. 
(R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 River Monsters. 
(R) 9.55 The Voice UK. (R) 11.30 
Tipping Point. (R) 12.30 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.40 A Right Royal Quiz. (R) 

1.40 The Big Soap Quiz: Coronation 
Street v Emmerdale. (R) 2.45 
Catchphrase. (R) 3.45 Regional 
Programme; Weather.4.00 ITV News; 
Weather. 4.10 Film: Happy Feet Two. 

(2011) Animated musical comedy 
sequel, with the voice of Elijah Wood. 
6.00 Dancing on Ice. New series. 
Celebrities and professional 
partners figure skaters pair up as 
after a four-year break, Holly 
Willoughby and Phillip Schofield 
reunite as hosts of the popular 
dance contest. Jayne Torvill and 
Christopher Dean are also back, 
though as judges rather than 
mentors, alongside Jason 
Gardiner and Ashley Banjo. This 
year’s contestants are Donna Air, 
Cheryl Baker, Alex Beresford, 
Candice Brown, Kern Cetinay, 
Antony Cotton, Max Evans, Lemar, 
Jake Quickenden, Perri Shakes- 
Drayton, Brooke Vincent and 
Stephanie Waring. 

8.00 Vera. New series. The detective 
investigates when charred human 
remains are found in an abattoir 
furnace, and attempts to deduce 
who they belong to and how they 
came to be here. Brenda Blethyn 
returns for an eighth series of 
mysteries based on Ann Cleeves’ 
novels. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 
lO.IOFilm: Captain Phillips. (2013) 

The captain of a cargo ship 
travelling around the coast of 
Somalia is taken hostage when 
pirates raid the vessel. Fact-based 
thriller, starring Tom Hanks and 
Barkhad Abdi. 

12.35 Great Art. (R) 1.30 Jackpot247. 
Interactive gaming. 3.00 Sunday Night at 
the Palladium. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 
Text-based information service. 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
Darts: BDO Lakeside World Professional 
Championships. Live coverage of the 
afternoon session on the second day of 
the tournament. 5.30 The Great Festive 
Bake Off. (R) 

6.45 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The World’s Wildest Weather. 
Footage shot by members of the 
public of unusual and dangerous 
weather from around the world, 
including Alpine avalanches and 
cyclones in the South Pacific. The 
programme features first-hand 
accounts of the events featured 
and scientific analysis of the 
footage and how the strange 
weather conditions came about. 
8.00 The Biggest Little Railway in the 
World. New series. Dick 
Strawbridge leads a team of 
enthusiasts attempting to build the 
longest model railway in history, 
stretching 71 miles across 
Scotland from Fort William on the 
west coast to Inverness on the 
east coast. The project faces an 
early challenge navigating the 
Caledonian Canal, but a train ferry 
proves an ingenious solution. The 
team must also apply full-size 
railway technology to the task of 
traversing Loch Lochy. 

9.00 SAS: Who Dares Wins. New 
series. Reality show in which 
people are put through SAS 
recruitment tests to see whether 
they can match up to the 
pressures the elite regiment faces. 
This time, the show comes from 
Morocco’s Atlas Mountains, and 
chief Instructor Ant Middleton and 
his Directing Staff have comes up 
with an intensified course for the 
25 volunteers. 

10.00 Film: The Sweeney. (2012) An 
insubordinate detective and his 
loyal partner must crack a robbery 
case while under investigation 
from their superiors. Crime thriller, 
starring Ray Winstone and Ben 
Drew. 

12.10 Film: Moonrise Kingdom. (2012) 
Comedy drama, with Bruce Willis and 
Edward Norton. 1.55 Grand Designs 
Australia. (R) 2.50 Location, Location, 
Location. (R) 3.45 KOTV Boxing Weekly. 

4.15 Coast vs Country. (R) 5.10 Four in a 
Bed. (R) 5.35 Countdown. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 6.20 Poppy 
Cat. (R) 6.35 Wissper. (R) 6.40 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.45 Milkshake! 
Bopping About. (R) 6.50 Simon. (R) 

6.55 Peppa Pig. (R) 7.00 Paw Patrol. (R) 

7.15 Thomas & Friends. (R) 7.25 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.35 Oily the Little 
White Van. (R) 7.40 Blaze and the 
Monster Machines. (R) 8.05 Paw Patrol. 
(R) 8.25 Nella the Princess Knight. 8.40 
Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 8.55 Ben 
and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.05 
Shimmerand Shine. (R) 9.25 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.40 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.45 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 10.20 Pets 
Make You Laugh Out Loud. 10.40 Film: 
Groundhog Day. (1993) 12.40 Film: 
Practical Magic. (1998) 2.40 Will & 
Grace. (R) 3.10 Blind Date. (R) 4.15 
Film: The Love Punch. (2013) 

6.00 The Two Ronnies: In Their Own 
Words. A celebration of the lives 
and careers of comedy duo Ronnie 
Barker and Ronnie Corbett, 
featuring performances, chat 
show appearances and rare and 
long-forgotten archive material. 

(R) 

8.00 Aviva Premiership Rugby 

Highlights. Mark Durden-Smith 
and David Flatman present action 
from the 13th round of matches, 
including Worcester Warriors v 
Bath, Northampton Saints v 
Gloucester, and Wasps v 
Saracens. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. Highlights 
of another day for the illustrious 
inhabitants as they cope with the 
day-to-day complications of life 
under the all-seeing eye of Big 
Brother. 

10.00 Film: Hot Pursuit. (2015) 

Premiere. An uptight police officer 
has to protect a gangster’s widow 
as they go on the run from hitmen 
and corrupt cops. Crime comedy, 
with Reese Witherspoon. 

11.005 News Update. 

11.05 Film: Hot Pursuit. (2015) 
Concluded. 

11.50 One Night with My Ex. Former 
couples decide if they should get 
back together, including Jay and 
Sandy, whose passionate 
relationship ended when she heard 
rumours he had been unfaithful. (R) 

12.50 Lip Sync Battle UK: Jimmy Carr vs 
Alexander Armstrong. (R) 1.15 
SuperCasino. 3.10 GPs: Behind Closed 
Doors. (R) 4.00 Now That’s Funny! (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 Britain on Film: 
Messing About in Boats 8.00 Dan Snow 
on Lloyd George: My Great Great 
Grandfather 9.00 Engineering Giants: 
Ferry Strip-Down 10.00 The Bridge: Fifty 
Years Across the Forth 11.00 Film: 
Stations of the Cross (2014) 12.45 
Dan Snow on Lloyd George: My Great 
Great Grandfather 1.45 Engineering 
Giants: Ferry Strip-Down 2.45 The 
Bridge: Fifty Years Across the Forth 3.45 
Close 
ITV2 

12.35 Take Me Out 1.40 The Voice UK 

3.20 Film: The Mummy: Tomb of the 
Dragon Emperor (2008) 4.50 FYI Daily 

4.55 Film: The Mummy: Tomb of the 
Dragon Emperor (2008) 5.25 Film: The 
Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the 
Ring (2001) 6.25 FYI Daily 6.30 Film: 

The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of 
the Ring (2001) 9.00 Ibiza Weekender 
10.00 Family Guy 11.30 American Dad! 

12.30 Film: Delivery Man (2013) 1.35 
FYI Daily 1.40 Film: Delivery Man (2013) 

2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

11.35 Foyle’s War 5.50 Endeavour 8.00 
Les Dawson: An Audience With That 
Never Was 9.00 Tonight at the London 
Palladium 10.00 Agatha Christie’s Marple 
12.00 Midsomer Murders 1.50 Executed 
2.45 Road to Avonlea 4.35 On the Buses 

5.30 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

11.25 Pawn Stars 1.45 Film: The Sea 
Wolves (1980) 2.50 FYI Daily 2.55 Film: 
The Sea Wolves (1980) 4.10 Film: 
Khartoum (1966) 5.10 FYI Daily 5.15 
Film: Khartoum (1966) 6.50 Hornblower 
9.00 Film: Ransom (1996) 10.05 FYI 
Daily 10.10 Film: Ransom (1996) 11.30 
Film: RoboCop 3 (1993) 12.30 FYI Daily 

12.35 Film: RoboCop 3 (1993) 1.35 The 
Professionals 2.35 The Protectors 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

12.00 Film: The Borrowers (1997) 1.40 
Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 2.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 7.00 Film: Titanic (1997) 10.50 
Film: American Reunion (2012) 1.05 
Gogglebox 2.10 First Dates 3.15 Rude 
Tube 3.40 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 Stuart Little (1999) 1.00 Robots 
(2005) 2.40 Antz (1998) 4.20 Home 
Alone (1990) 6.25 The Core (2003) 

Sci-fi thriller, starring Aaron Eckhart. 

9.00 Die Hard 2 (1990) Action thriller 
sequel, starring Bruce Willis. 11.25 
Savages (2012) 2.00 The Pool (2007) 
4.00 Close 


NEW YEAR! NEW YOU! 


£ 


St LADIES, I AM SO EXCITED 
TO BRING MY 30 MINUTE 
WEIGHT AND INCH LOSS 
CONCEPT TO YOU J 3 


Gymophobics 

Founder 


JOIN NOW 

AND GET YOUR FIRST MONTH 

FREE 

PLUS 1 MONTH FREE VIBRATION TRAINING WORTH £15 

OFFER CLOSE DATE 28TH FEB 




DAWN 


FREE 1 DAY GUEST VISIT 

ADMITS TWO 


EILEEN 




BEFORE AFTER 
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Skrtf* 
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Make that first step and start your Gymophobics 
journey today, call 01922 278700 for your 
FRE no obligation consultation. 


(j^ymophobic^ 


www.gymophobics.co.uk 

Aldridge 01922 278700: 1 Rookery Lane, Aldridge, WS9 8NN 
Cannock 01543 466679: Watling Street, Orbital Plaza, Bridge Street, Cannock WS11 ODG 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Killer Mom, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

Premiere. When 14-year-old Allison loses her father in 
a plane crash a few years after her adoptive mother 
died, she is devastated. At the funeral, she is shocked 
to meet her birth mother Jessica, who is intent on 
controlling the $40m her daughter is set to inherit. 
Thriller, starring Karen Cliche. (2017) 

TUESDAY 

Eyewitness, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

After her testimony sent him to jail, a woman finds 
herself held captive in her own home when the man 
who murdered her father and fiancee escapes from 
prison to confront her. Thriller, starring Lindy Booth, 
Craig Olejnik and Jon McLaren. (2017) 


WEDNESDAY 

The Social Network, Channel 4,1.10am 

Fact-based drama following internet billionaire Mark 
Zuckerberg’s rise to wealth and fame. An online prank 
played on an ex-girlfriend gives Harvard student 
Zuckerberg the idea for Facebook, which soon 
expands away from the famous university into a 
worldwide phenomenon. However, in getting his 
project off the ground, he makes enemies of those 
who helped him along the way. With Jesse Eisenberg, 
Andrew Garfield and Justin Timberlake. (2010) 



THURSDAY 

Dear Diary, I Died, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

When a college student appears to have committed 
suicide, her sister tries to uncover the secrets behind 
her death. Thriller, starring Katherine Kelly Lang, 
Whitney Rose Pynn and John J York. Edited for 
language. (2016) 

FRIDAY 

Amy, Channel 4,12.10am 

Documentary portrait of soul, jazz and R’n’B singer- 
songwriter Amy Winehouse, whose untimely death in 
July 2011 followed a well-publicised history of drugs 
and alcohol abuse. Director Asif Kapadia traces Amy’s 
rise and demise over the 13 years preceding her 
death, telling her story via her music and 
autobiographical song lyrics. (2015). 


The boys are back in town 
for a thrilling new series 


W hen ITV launched the 

action drama series Lethal 
Weapon last year, a lot of 
viewers were initially sceptical 
about its chances of success. For a 
start, it’s rare for US series to be 
shown on the channel in primetime 
- even the acclaimed The 
Americans struggled in the ratings 
and was eventually moved to ITV 
Encore. 

And then there’s the fact that 
Lethal Weapon was based on a 
hugely successful movie franchise 
- would viewers be able to accept 
a Riggs and Murtaugh who were 
played by anyone other than Mel 
Gibson and Danny Glover? 

It seems even actor Clayne 
Crawford, who plays the Gibson 
role of loose cannon Riggs, didn’t 
expect audiences to share his 
enthusiasm for the show. 

He told Collider: “I read the script 
on a plane and I had that moment 
of being a 12-year-old boy, who 
just wants to play cowboys and 
superheroes. I was like, ‘This is a 
cowboy superhero!’ I called my 
wife and said, ‘Look, I think I’m 


gonna say yes, but there’s no way 
it will make it past three episodes.’” 

Luckily, he was proved wrong. 
Not only did US audiences take 
the revamped Lethal Weapon to 
their hearts, but so did UK viewers 
- meaning not only is there a 
second season, but it’s now back 
on ITV. 

For anyone who missed the first 
series (or the films that inspired it), 
it focuses on the cop duo of Riggs, 
a reckless former Navy SEAL who 
moved to LA following the deaths 
of his wife Miranda and their 
unborn child, and Murtaugh 
(Damon Wayans), a steady family 
man who returned to the force 
following a heart attack. 

The previous run ended with 
Murtaugh discovering just how far 
Riggs was prepared to go in 
pursuit of his wife’s killers. 

In this opening episode, Riggs is 
in Mexico, where he plans to 
avenge Miranda’s death and finish 
off Tito Flores (Danny Mora) once 
and for all - but the cop’s loyal 
partner is on his trail. 


Once the duo are back in the 
US, they face some tough 
questions due to the ongoing 
investigation into Flores’ activities- 
and Murtaugh’s family also have a 
few points they’d like to get cleared 
up. 

Meanwhile, Captain Avery (Kevin 
Rahm) is questioned by Internal 
Affairs about the integrity of his 
department. 

But if the Miranda storyline does 
get wrapped up, can we expect a 
calmer, more responsible Riggs in 
the rest of season 2? 

It seems not, as Crawford says 
that the forthcoming episodes will 
reveal that some of his character’s 
problems predate the tragic loss of 
his family. Speaking to Collider, he 
said: “The beauty of TV is that you 
have 22 hours to tell a story, so 
we’re gonna really find out who 
Riggs is and who he was before, 
and go into his childhood to see 
that it started out bad. 

“I don’t think we ever want Riggs 
healthy. The more Riggs is a mess, 
the more fun it is.” 



Lethal Weapon, Friday, ITV, 9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
Silent Witness 
BBC1, 9pm 

New series. Part one of two. Nikki struggles to 
come to terms with life back home and seeks out 
fellow pathologist Sally Vaughan for support, only to 
learn she is nowhere to be found. National Crime 
Agency investigator Guy Bernhardt asks Nikki to 
help him by employing pathologist David Cannon, 
the chief suspect in Sally’s disappearance. 
Meanwhile, a body found in a reservoir is linked to 
a murder case from 16 years previously. Return of 
the crime drama, starring Emilia Fox, with Julian 
Rhind-Tutt and Alex Macqueen. 

TUESDAY 

Working Class White Men 
Channel 4,10pm 

The first of a two-part documentary in which 
Professor Green finds out what life in modern 
Britain is like for working-class men in different 
parts of the country. He begins by meeting Lewis, 
who has his heart set on going to Cambridge 
University but is up against a culture of low 
expectations, Essex boy Denzil, an aspiring 
entrepreneur with numerous money-making 
schemes on the go, and unemployed David, who is 
currently living in a homeless hostel in Bolton and is 



on the verge of becoming involved in far-right 
politics. 

WEDNESDAY 

Kiri 

Channel 4, 9pm 

Two Bafta-winners - Jack Thorne, the writer behind 
National Treasure, and actress Sarah Lancashire, 
who picked up awards for Happy Valley and Last 
Tango in Halifax - team up for this highly 
anticipated new drama. Lancashire stars as Miriam, 
a no-nonsense social worker who takes an 
instinctive approach to protecting the children in her 
care. But her methods are called into question 
when she arranges for Kiri, a black girl who is 
about to be adopted by her white foster family, to 
have an unsupervised visit with her biological 
grandparents, only for the youngster to then 
disappear. The police, the press and even 
her colleagues seem to blame 
but as the media spotlight intensifies, 
both sets of families also face some 
difficult questions. 

THURSDAY 
Big Cats 
BBC1,8pm 

We are in a golden age of natural 


world television. However, of all the rare and 
fascinating creatures that have been caught on 
camera of late, there is still one group of animals 
that enthral us more than any other - the big cats. 
They are the planet’s top predators, yet even in this 
remarkable animal family, some members stand 
out. The African lion, for example, 
is the only wild cat that lives in 
large family groups, and in 
Ruaha, Tanzania, we see 
how they form huge ‘super 
prides’ in order to hunt 
giants. There is also revealing 
f footage of a tiny rusty spotted 
cat in Sri Lanka, a lynx 
surviving the bitterly cold 
winter in Canada, an 
African leopard 
-raising her cub, 
and perhaps 
the world’s 
| most 

lonesome cat, 
the snow 
leopard, 
searching for a 
mate in the 
Himalayas. 


Transformation Street, Thursday, ITV, 9pm 


Transformation Street 
ITV, 9pm 

From firemen to soldiers, railway workers to writers, 
this three-part series follows the extraordinary 
transformations of men and women who all believe 
they were born into the wrong body. Filmed over a 
12-month period, cameras have been given 
unprecedented access to a private clinic on 
Wimpole Street in London, run by world-renowned 
plastic surgeon Christopher Inglefield. Tonight we 
meet 20-year-old Lucas, who was born a girl but 
has been living as a man for two years. He arrives 
at the clinic with his mum Karen, for a consultation 
about having his breasts removed. Railway worker 
Wendy, 43, is also about to undergo her gender 
confirmation surgery at the clinic. After counting 
down the days for thirty years, Wendy is determined 
to have the female body that she felt should have 
been hers at birth and to have her male genitals 
removed. 

FRIDAY 

The Wine Show 
Channel 5, 7pm 

New series. Actors Matthew Goode and James 
Purefoy travel to the south of France to find wines to 
accompany a six-course lunch chosen by Michelin- 
starred chef Stephane Reynaud. 


TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! YOU’VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 

The Electronic roller-door is possibly the most popular garage door by a mile. 
There are obvious reasons why; space saving, extra width, extra height, neat 
and compact, totally secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list 
goes on... Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, We are 
possibly the best in the UK - by a mile!! We are one of the biggest UK door 
manufacturers. You will see, with us you will save yourselves ££££s 
for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! OUR PRICE £875!! 

NOW ONLY £799 

INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY 

PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 

• Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 

• Top quality electric operated rolling garage door 

• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

• Totally maintenance free 

• So neat & compacted & space saving, giving you 
extra width & extra height 

• White as standard, other colours available 

• Roller garage doors, absolute top quality 
garage door, for lower than 
UK high street DIY retailer 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 


CALL NOW 01245 360700 

www.roller-shutter-doors-uk.com 


Final whistle 



THE ONLY READ FOR REAL FANS 
EVERY MONDAY 

To advertise in final whistle call our experienced sales team on 01902 31 31 31 



Part of xpress & Star Ltd 


Express & Star 
















BRAIN GYM 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

7. Changes which 
should be made by 
wrongdoers (6) 

8. The source of a 
writer’s material (6) 

10. Send a boat down 
for coal (7) 

11. Piece of land is on 
lease (5) 

12. Some pay earned 
for a period (4) 

13. Hides one’s 
relatives on board 
(5) 

17. A view that makes 
sense (5) 

18. A pressing need (4) 

22. Unusually eager to 
come to terms (5) 

23. Smoke and 
produce an angry 
reaction (7) 

24. Something to read 
in bed? (6) 

25. They work to avoid 
discord (6) 


Down 

1. It sees or can be 
seen in the dark 
(4,3) 

2. It has no meaning 

(7) 

3. Revises information 
about tides (5) 

4. Sensing change 
they finish top of 
the staff perhaps (7) 

5. Upset to make light 
of (5) 

6. Speak for the 
government? (5) 

9. It may be adjusted 
for the rest of the 
holiday (4,5) 

14. Generous in 
providing a form of 
Braille (7) 

15. There are all types 
in his trade (7) 

16. Concentrated in a 
nervous way (7) 

19. One with no faith 
in father backing a 
horse (5) 

20. Body in the 
baggage (5) 

21. Brush and clean 
thoroughly (5) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

7. Mend (6) 

8. Hurry (6) 

10. Guard (7) 

11. Pamphlet (5) 

12. Pitcher (4) 

13. Underneath (5) 

17. Ill-defined (5) 

18. Independent (4) 

22. Depress (5) 

23. Honest (7) 

24. Noiseless (6) 

25. Style (6) 


Down 

1. Seer (7) 

2. Against (7) 

3. Compare (5) 

4. Wariness (7) 

5. Filch (5) 

6. Concord (5) 
9. Energetic (9) 

14. Tramp (7) 

15. Bandit (7) 

16. Bonds (7) 

19. Near (5) 

20. Reside (5) 

21. Fracture (5) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Poker; 4 Varnish; 

8 Opinion; 9 Cream; 10 Lees; 11 Fortress; 

13 Book; 14 Flog; 16 Tranquil; 17 Heat; 

20 Chide; 21 Embargo; 22 Lighter; 23 Thyme. 
Down: 1 Problematical; 2 Knife; 3 Rail; 4 Vendor; 
5 Recitals; 6 Iceberg; 7 Home sweet home; 

12 Conquest; 13 Bearing; 15 Linear; 18 Early; 

19 Abut. 

OUICK - Across: 1 Rival; 4 Diverts; 8 Fatuous; 

9 Ledge; 10 Idle; 11 Profound; 13 Etna; 

14 Heat; 16 Archives; 17 Part; 20 Irate; 

21 Elevate; 22 Natural; 23 Dress. 

Down: 1 Refrigeration; 2 Vital; 3 Loot; 4 Desert; 

5 Vilified; 6 Redoubt; 7 Steadfastness; 

12 Engineer; 13 Enchant; 15 Reveal; 18 Abate; 
19 Send. 


Quiz 


Niner 


In which bay is the island of Capri? 
Which soprano was born Helen Porter 
Mitchell? 

In which city were the Plymouth Brethren 
founded? 

In which Austrian city was Mozart born? 
What was the Beatles’ own record label 
called? 


Which city’s Roman name was 
Durovernum? 

Which Royal’s middle names are Elizabeth 
Alice Louise? 

Which Radio 4 show did Kenneth Robinson 
present for 15 years? 

Of what is the tog a unit of measurement? 
Of which country was Victor Emmanuel 
proclaimed king in 1861? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Edward VII; 2 White dove; 3 Grampians; 
4 Crimean; 5 A tree; 6 Woody Woodpecker; 

7 Bob Dylan; 8 Sarajevo; 9 Henrik Ibsen; 

10 Vega. 

Niner: FLOUNDERS 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

12736 gives a fish, 

2933458 gives a second fish, 

2769 gives a third fish. 
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2 
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4 
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6 

7 
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SDL 


AUCTIONS 


BIGWOOD 


J* 


if 


DN! 


SELL YOUR PROPERTY 
UNDER THE HAMMER 

with the West Midlands’ most 
successful auction network* 

N/ 

Entries now invited for 
our next auction 


« VyfV. I 




/ ^ ftr 

Try 


'iff/' 


r \ 


CALL US TODAY ON 

0121 233 5046 


www.sdlauctions.co.uk 


•based on 2016 figures from Essential Information 
Group for number of lots sold for auctioneers based ir 
the West Midlands 
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FREE VALUATION 


FREE PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS 


FREE 


Webbs 


Webbs 


Estate Agents 


Webbs 

SOLD 





t rightmove^ 

1 

LI 


NAEA^j 


BLOXWICH 

THE BRADES, LICHFIELD ROAD 

BROWNHILLS 

CURLEW HILL 

BLOXWICH 

SELBY WAY 

WALSALL 

EAGLEWORKS 

bUS 



ip 


• Deceptively • Four 

Spacious Reception Rooms 

Character Property • Refitted Family 

• Six Bedrooms Bathroom 

• Executive Hallway, WC 

Detached Family • Lounge, 

• 4 Double Bedrooms Dining Room 

• Through • Kitchen. 

• Generous Lounge, • Bathroom And Wc. 

• Dining Room, • Driveway, 

• Extended Kitchen, • Front And 

• Three Bedrooms. Rear Gardens 

• Ground Floor 

• Hallway 

• Lounge 

• Kitchen 

• 2 Bedrooms 

• Bathroom 

• Parking 

• Viewing 


^£325dMH) 

^£99«)5() 

£39,950 40% Shared 

HEDNESFORD 

BRINDLEY CRESCENT 

HEATH HAYES 

ANSTY DRIVE 

CANNOCK 

CAVERSHAM MEWS 

FEATHERSTON 

OAKS DRIVE 

faiSii 

l ^JP§lb 


■“jf 

$0#^ l 

• Comer Plot • 3 Bedrooms 

• Extended Semi • Bathroom 

• Lounge • Rear Garden 

• Utility Area • Viewing Essential 

• Extended Semi • Extended Kitchen 

Detached • 2 Double Bedrooms 

• Lounge, • Bathroom 

Dining Room • Rear Garden 

• Show • Kitchen Diner 

Home Standard • Spacious Lounge 

• Modem Three • Guest Wc 

Bedroom • Garage To The Rear 

• Generous Kitchen 

• Lounge, 

• Dining Room, 

• Two Double 

Bedrooms 

• Re-fitted Bathroom. 1 

• Landscaped Gardens H 

• Private Drivewav. 

£170,000 

£140,000 

£175,000 

£154,950 
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Accountancy 

l 1 

Driveways 


ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION 


Self Assessment and all accountancy 
services for the self employed, 
rental incomes, partnerships 
and limited companies. 


01543 481329 


Email:oNerenshaws@btinternet.com 

www.ollerenshaws.co.uk 


WESTCOT 

CONTRACTORS LTD 


38 Years Experience 

TARMACADAM CONCRETE BLOCK PAVING 
LEADING DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS COVERING 
LICHFIELD AND STAFFORDSHIRE 

• Domestic Drives • Patios • Tennis Courts construction 
• Commercial car parks and roads • Vehicle access crossing highway approved 

Free quotations - All work guaranteed 

Call for enquiries 07985 235112 

Office 01543 251416 

email: westcot.contractors.ltd@gmail.com 




Fencing 


Aerials 


OAP 

DISCOUNTS 


Digital Rapid Aerials 

^ -Aerials, Plasma Brackets & CCTV 
wKw Cameras supplied & fitted 

-Repairs -Tuning -Multirooms 

ky 


FREE 

QUOTATIONS 


digital tZJ 



A LOCAL BUSINESS YOU CAN TRUST 

01922 693047 
07960 173589 

www.digitalrapidaerials.co.uk 


Carpentry 


Simply Doors Walsall 

Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 


B. J. FENCING SUPPLIES -s 

♦WINTER PRICE REDUCTIONS* 

“BEAT IMPENDING 2018 TIMBER PRICE HIKES" 


PANEL SIZE 

FEATHEREDGE 

8-BAR OVERLAP 

STANDARD 

TANALISED 

STANDARD 

TANALISED 

6' x 6' 

£24.00 

£27.00 

£15.00 

£17.00 

6' x 5' 

£21.50 

£24.50 

£13.50 

£15.50 

6' x 4' 

£19.00 

£22.00 

£12.50 

£14.00 

6' x 3' 

£17.00 

£19.50 

£11.00 

£12.50 

6' x 2' 

£15.00 

£17.00 

£10.00 

£11.00 


Arch-Bow Tops @ £2.00 extra 

10 Bar H/Duty @ £1.50 extra 

Trellis & Picket Panels also at Lower Prices 


•GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES ON SUPPLY & FIT* 

CONCRETE POSTS & GRAVEL BOARDS, TIMBER GATES, BALLAST, ETC. 

TEL: 01543 674688, 07886369958 or 07828693442 
UNIT 7E, ZONE 4, BURNTWOOD BUSINESS PARK, WS7 3XD 


Plumbing & Heating 



6 internal 
pre-finished doors 
fully fitted for 

£425 

complete with handles 



"li 


07970 
i 310068 


External UP VC and composite doors 

also available 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM Late night 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX 

Thursdays 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 7 P m 

www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 


MBCjelectric 


All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: I - - -— 


mbelectric. co. uk ■ 



Double Glazing 


WINDOW DOCTOR 


GLAZING REPAIRS, DOORS & WINDOW REPAIRS 

MISTY & BROKEN GLASS REPLACED. 

WE REPAIR HANDLES,HINGES,SEALS,PATIO”S, 
WINDOW & DOOR LOCKS. 

10 YR GUARANTEE 
01543 504900 24 HRS 

07748 108035 Est 30 

.. years 


1 Coll us on... 

In E-mail usol... 1C 

1 Postto... 1 

01543465341 

JFJsarah-winfield@exptessandstar.co.uk If 

,1 Sarah to, Walsall Chronicle, 

J Queen Square, Cannock. WSH1ES J 


ANDY’S 
CERAMIC 
WALL & FLOOR 
TILING 

• Kitchen and bathroom 
fitting service 
• General home 
improvements 

FREE QUOTES 

Tel: 01922 494193 
Mobile: 0782 1837399 


Classified Ids 


39 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 


• Est. 1907 
* 24 hour service 


G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 


44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 


Dignity' 


Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Family 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


Leisure 

Time 


JACKSON-HATELEY 

CYCLES 


www.jacksonhateleycycles.co.uk 


MASSIVE JANUARY 
SALE STARTS TODAY 


Some models to clear at cost price 
Get your fantastic bargain now. 
All cycles built and guaranteed 
with a 24 hour repair service 

All spares and accessories at discount price 

HATELEY’S 

Simply the best 

Ring Dave on 
01902 782344 

458 Stafford Road, Oxley, 
Wolverhampton 


VENTURIA CP50 BIKE Carbon lite. 
Medium frame. Very good condi¬ 
tion. Only 2 years old. Red, black 
and white. £300. 01902 631895. 


CARAVANS FOR SALE with 
seaviews. Clarach Bay near 
Aberystwyth from £9,995 includes 
2018 site fees. Call Phil on: 01970 
820579. sales@clarachbay.com 


GOLF CLUBS driver, assorted 
woods, wedges and putters, includ- 
' taylor made cart bag, excellent 
tion. £60 ono. 01543 360018. 


ing taylo 
conditior 


holidays 


DOLPHIN CARAVAN PARK. Brean 
Somerset. Call 01278 751258 
www.dolphincaravanpark.co.uk 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 




Home & 
Services 


Louis Taylor 


House Clearances & Collections arranged 
at short notice for our monthly auctions 

01782638100 


AT SHEDRITE Free Installation on 
all product orders till end Jan. Wil- 
lennall Rd WV1 2HQ 01902 450137 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£15 each (inc vat) 
WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 

or 01922 712184 


SLABS 450mm x 450mm RIVEN 
FACED, only £1.87 inc. VAT. 
Ranton Building Supplies: 

01543 276006. 


✓ CASH PAID ✓ 
£300+ PER OUNCE 

FOR 9 CARAT GOLD. 
ANY AMOUNT COLLECTED! 

HOUSE CLEARANCES! 
gold coins, pre - 47 silver coins, 
watches, costume jewellery, porcelain, any 
oriental items, old brass items, any silver 
items, War medals military etc. 

Lady Buyer 

.Call: 01922 495066 v 
w or 07971 783206 V 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 




CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 






Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


specialists at 
your service 


Aerials 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

Digital aerials, CCTV cameras, TV 
wall mount fitted. 07850 330251. 




Express & Star 

BUSINESS 

AWARDS 


Could you be Tradesperson of the Year? 


To find out how, go to: 

businessawards.expressandstar.com 


lAxAi/iMimm 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 

(imMfmMiofmMtmm 

m&mmommmm 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 


Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 


01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 


Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


Building Services 


P.FENLON BUILDERS All aspects 
of building. Block paving, plaster¬ 
ing, brickwork etc. 01902 445315 / 
07790 286187. 


Building Supplies 


RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


Carpet Fitters 


_I suppl_ 

just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


Electrical Services 


MB ELECTRIC.CO.UK Home 
wiring specialist. NICEIC. High 
quality local service. Freephone; 
0800 211 8398 / 07939 503905 


Gas Fitting 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 


Safety , 

Regulations 1998 to carry out 


„ rry out 

□as work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


Gas Fitting 


GAS 
SERVICES 


• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


Gardening Services 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


01922898 710 / 07973177 976 


Gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 


DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/ fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


Guttering 


A PROPERTY 

! 


SOLUTIONS 


A*1 GUTTERING 

cleaned, repaired, replaced, facias/ 
soffits, UPVC washdowns, all roofing/ 
repointing work. Free quotes, 8am-8pm 
01902 722447 




Fencing 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 


“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified 
Sales Representatives and 
would recommend them to 
anyone! They have done a 
very professional job with 
my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 
Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


House Clearances 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 


rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 
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"ClassifiedAds 


01902 3178781 bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


House Clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 


HARVEYS HOUSE CLEARANCES 

Quick, discreet and professional. 
07939 421862 / 01902 410433 


Kitchen Fitters 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 


Painters/ 

Decorators 


C I PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
07913 732756 or 01902 650716. 


ADMJ 

Decorating & Maintenance 
City and Guilds. No Job Too Small. 
OAP Discounts 
FREE QUOTES 

07855 957935 01902 630028 


Plans Prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 


Plastering 


D&C PLASTERING AND RENDER¬ 
ING Fast, clean, reliable service. 
Also building work. Free Quotes 
07793 747829 - 


9 or 01543 300444. 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01543 327130/07519 694516 


Plumbing & Heating 


A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Free 
quotes call: 07540 950588. 

A RELIABLE PLUMBER No job too 

small. No call out fee. Call Lee: 
07713 149278 / 01902 330351. 


TAD PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

For all your plumbing needs. 

30 years experience 
24 HOUR CALL OUT, NO FEE! 
Call Trevor on 07791 319397 
www.tadplumbingandheatingwolverhampton.co.uk 


PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or larae. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 


Skip Hire 

A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


QUICKA SKIPS 

Mini, Midi, 6 Yard with 
doors and Builders. 

7 days - Prompt Service 
01902 404800/ 
07983 580884 
www.quickaskips.co.uk 



Recycling services 

01902 459667 
0121 558 2120 
01543 500 599 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 


* 

Wr. 




“We are very happy 
with our Classified 
Contract within the 
Express & Star and 
the enquiries our 
adverts bring in.” 

Pally - Quika Skips 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 



WOLVERHAMPTON 

SKIP HIRE 

MINI, MIDI 

& 

BUILDERS SKIPS 
WITH DOORS 

Established 26 years 

Call: 

01902 722876 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


Removals 


A DJ REMOVALS/ house clear¬ 
ance/single item. Budget rates/reli¬ 
able. 01902 652346 /07912 980177 
CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 862227. 






Pets & 
Animals 


i 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01902 291080 or visit 
www.gtwolverhampton.co.uk 
B Greyhound Trust Wolverhampton 
@gtwolverhampton 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 



BUY 

LOCAL 

SELL 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 

fcseJ** 

f ClassifiedAds 





We buy houses 

Sell your house fast 

- avoid repossession 

- behind on payments 

-job relocation 

- unwanted inheritance 

What more - 
we buy in any condition 

No estate agent fees 

We pay all your legal fees 

ACT NOW! 

Contact us on: 

07796801219/07988882090 

Roofing 

v 

Howard Evans 

Domestic Roofing Division 

■ All aspects of roofing work undertaken 
■ Fully insured with £5,000,000 insurance cover 
■ Guarantees offered up to 20 years for flat roofing. 

■ A friendly professional service 

0121 327 1336 / 01922 334189 / 07393 544168 

info@howardevansroofingandcladding.co.uk 

rnnt ~ t O * ♦ v< 


I HOME BUYERS 

MBH hM I THE EASY WAY TO SELL YOUR HOUSE 


We Buy Houses For Cash 

Free Valuation? Yes/ No Fees? Yes/ Any Location? Yes/ 
Fast Sale? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 

£re+ your FREE, instant cash o-P-Per today! 


Call 01922235885 

or text "Cash" to 66777 yeshomebuyers.com | 





NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 


J9 


Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


(WQjEQlJSOSlJ 

J9accommodation.com 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


FORD FOCUS 

Black, excellent runner, 
leather interior, heated seats, 
8 months MoT, 

62,000 miles 

£450. 

07910 953256. 


NFL MOTORCYCLE TRAINING 

CBT to full licence. Call 8am - 9pm 
for deals 01902 494422. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 




TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


Vehicle Hire 


DALLAS 


Wide variety Va«v hu e' .. 

Mtvans: 

Small ■ f Crew 

Large^ r ^ ■ Flats ** ■ Refrigerated 

!Cutons»r^ ’I 


I 

Dropsides 


13A , Woden Road West, Wednesbury, WS10 7SF 
www.dallas-hire.co.uk Tel: 0121 647 7112 


W.T.R. VAN HIRE Connects, 
Transits, Lutons with Tail lifts, 
pick-ups Open seven days. 
01902 457002 / 01384 79090. 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 



Mobile Mechanics 


^ • MOT’S • Diagnostics 

MB MOTORS _ 8 _ . 

MOBILE MECHANIC Tyres Aut0 Electncs 

mum 871733 

mbmotorsstaffordshire.co.uk 

mbmotors@outlook.com 


Mobile Mechanics 


MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 
MOBILE MOT TESTS 
Class 4 Car and Light commercials. 
Call 07901 655202 


Local 

Information 


LEGAL/PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

For convenience youmay fax 
any advertising requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


Walsall Council, Planning, Engineering 
and Transportation 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) act 1990 
Development Management Procedure Order 2015 (as amended) 
The below applications have been made to the Walsall Council. 
Applications can be viewed at First Stop Shop, Civic Centre, 
Walsall or online www.walsall.qov.uk/planninq . Representations 
can be made online, email: planningservices@walsall.gov.uk or 
in writing to Head of Planning, Engineering and Transportation, 
Civic Centre, Darwall Street, Walsall, WS1 IDG. Representations 
should be made within 21 days of the date of this notice. 
Please note: Your letter and personal details will form part of the 
planning file which is a public document and will be available for 
inspection at the Council Offices. The information may be released as 
part of a request under the Freedom of Information Act. 

17/1412 Uvee Development FOR: INFILL OF THE GROUND FLOOR 
AND CONVERSION OF THE GROUND FLOOR AND ROOF SPACE TO 
CREATE 17 APARTMENTS. AT: PATTISON HOUSE, MIDLAND ROAD, 
WALSALL 

17/1264 Guru Nank Sikh Temple FOR: DEMOLITION OF 145-147 WEST 
BROMWICH STREET AND 226-248 (EVENS) SANDWELL STREET 
AND THE ERECTION OF A CHAPEL OF REST WITH CONGREGATION 
HALL FOR FUNERAL CEREMONY AND ASSOCIATED WORSHIP 
FUNCTION AND THE ERECTION OF A FOUR STOREY BUILDING TO 
PROVIDE NINE APARTMENTS, PARKING AREAS AND LANSCAPING 
AT: LAND ADJACENT GURU NANAK TEMPLE, JUNCTION OF 
SANDWELL STREET AND WEST BROMWICH STREET 
17/0870 WALSALL COUNCIL - PLANNING APPLICATION FOR TWO 
REPLACEMENT WIDER BRIDGES OVER THE M6 MOTORWAY 
AND A PACKAGE OF HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENTS COMPRISING, 
ENHANCED MOTORWAY SLIP ROADS, INSTALLATION OF TRAFFIC 
SIGNALS, WIDENING OF THE JUNCTION OF A454 AND TEMPUS 
DRIVE BLOXWICH LANE, MODIFICATIONS TO THE BLACK 
COUNTRY ROUTE, LANDSCAPE WORKS AND ASSOCIATED 
INFRASTRUCTURE AND ENGINEERING WORKS. AT: JUNCTION 10, 
M6 MOTORWAY, WALSALL, WEST MIDLANDS. AMENDED PLANS 


PLAN 18-12-17. 

PEDESTRIAN AND CYCLE ROUTES 18-12-17. 

EXISTING SITE 

PLAN 18-12-17. LANDSCAPING - PLANTING 

PLAN 18-12-17 

. PLANNING APPLICATION DETAIL PLAN 

18-12-17 AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT ADDENDUM 

18-12-17 


CLASSIFIEDS 


WORK!!! 


“For over 30 years we 
have used Express & Star 
classified adverts which 
has resulted in many happy 
caravan owners!” 


I 





“Wednesfield Carpentry 
& Gates are really pleased 
with their classified 
contract advertising 
response.” 


“I average around 10 phone 
calls a week from customers as 
a direct result of my Classified 
Advertising. I am very happy with 
my response levels. “ 


“We have been advertising in the 
Express & Star and Chronicles 
for over 20 years and consider it 
a key part of our business with 
the regular flow of calls, which 
our advertising generates. “ 


“I am extremely happy with 
the Service get from my 
Express & Star Classified Sales 
Representative and I would 
recommend them to anyone!” 


Call 01902 319191 


Brought to you by Express & Star 


ANTHONY GEORGE FRANK 
BUTLER (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the aforementioned 
deceased, late of 2 Park Hall Road Walsall 
West Midlands WS5 3HG, who died on 
31/08/2016, are required to send particulars 
thereof in writing to the undersigned Solicitors 
on or before 09/03/2018, after which date the 
Estate will be distributed having regard only 
to claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

HCB SOLICITORS LTD. 

20 Lichfield Street Walsall WS1 1TJ T519086 

BARBARA ANN BIRCH 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late of 
28 Bickley Road Walsall West Midlands WS4 
1JE, who died on 26/10/2017, are required to 
send particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned Solicitors on or before 09/03/2018, 
after which date the Estate will be distributed 
having regard only to claims and interests of 
which they have had notice. 

GUARDIAN WILLS LTD 

High Croft Church Street Claverley 

Wolverhampton WV5 7DA T519202 




Personals 



Ar.vjels 
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SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 
01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 


































































































































































Express & Star 


DATING 


your advert call: 


0844 381 5936 

follow the simple instructions. You will 
also get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 



your ad by text 


Simply texfrl* f^+llollowed by your first name, date 
of birth, area and your advert (max 155 characters) 
and send toE»I»I*l>ipPREE Standard Network rates apply. 


YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


To Reply to members 
call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company's access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 



love it! 

To Reply 

by text: 

Text... REPLY 26 (leave space) box number 
(leave space) and then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in touch... then 
send to 80098 Successfully received messages cost 
£1.50 per SMS received (Max 160 characters). You 
must exchange 7 messages each before you can swap 
contact details. Messages may be moderated for your 
safety and security. 


Dates in YOUR region 


Been left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 


calls cost £1.55 per min plus 
your phone company's access 
charge. 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. http://dating.expressandstar.com 


Single Women 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


ZENA, 41yrs Sagittarian lady. Tall brunette 
with striking blue eyes. WLTM man 40+ for 
dates, getting out and about, nights in, every¬ 
thing really. NSAACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 4297551 

JULIE, 49yrs, recently divorced, own house 
car etc. Seeks discreet man for daytime 
meetings while the kids are at school. Week 
days only. I will reply to all texts. Text Only. 
Box: 4136824 

LINDA, mature artistic lady. Sensitive and at¬ 
tractive. Sensual romantic personality. WLTM 
similar. Call me if that’s you. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 4297531 
TABITHA, Jamaican princess! 42yrs, large 
curvy figure, fabulous sense of humour and 
very open minded to fun. Hoping to chat to 
anyone with GSOH. Looks/age/status unim¬ 
portant. Text Only. Box: 4116607 
TINA, black lady, curvy figure. Homely and 
kind. If you want love and friendship, look no 
further, phone me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 429751 ! 

YAZ, Asian lady, 32yrs, very slim and pretty. 
Hoping to meet a strong minded, dominant, 
resourceful man. Mature please 45+ Text 
Only. Box: 4177148 

RETIRED lady, attractive and kind, WLTM a 
warm hearted gentleman for friendship, so¬ 
cialising. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 429749| 

SOPHIE, 46yrs, attractive professional lady 
with time on her hands. Hoping to meet a nice 
gent of any age, text fun, flirt, possible meet¬ 
ing. Text Only. Box: 4126579 
LIZA, attractive lady seeks male 55-70. I’m at¬ 
tractive with OHAC and will return all calls and 
texts. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
429747 $ 

SARAH black lady, works as a nurse. 48yrs 
young, hoping to meet a younger man for 
some fun. Let me be your couger and dress 
me up in my uniform. Text Only. Box: 
4166063 

PETITE lady WLTM smart sixty something 
cultured gentleman, with GSOH for friendship 
and companionship. Must be honest. Text 
only replies. 6130550 $ 

MELANIE, attractive lady, 38yrs, hoping to 
meet a nice chap, any age, for chats, non 
complicated times. Must have great soh, 
looks unimportant. Text Only. Box: 4037147 
IZZY, 52, fun dizzy female, free again, looking 
for fun and adventure, WLTM someone to 
care for. It could be you. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 429695 $ 



Follow us 
on 

@DATEIocally 



ANNA, 53yrs, attractive blonde lady, with 
lovely curves. Seeking man any age for no 
strings discreet fun. Tel: 0906 515 3043 Box: 
429721 

ALISON, 38, attractive slim, mature student, 
passionate about history, seeks older male for 
good conversation, friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 4296671 


FEMALE, divorced, 58yrs old, looking for a 
nice man, non-smoker, clean-shaven. I enjoy 
walking, meals in/out, musical shows and 
much more. Text only replies. Mailbox: 
56626271 


JULIE, attractive early 40s brunette, size 10, 
varied interests, WLTM male for fun times, 
good conversations, spoiling and maybe 
more. Status unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 429401 ! 


SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but bored, 
seeks discreet adult fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 413399 


AMANDA, 36yrs, attractive lady. Solvent and 
well educated and spoken. Feminine figure 
with large breasts. Hoping to meet a broad¬ 
minded gent, any age for discreet relation¬ 
ship. I don’t mind if you are married or single. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3035 Box: 429287 
HEATHER, single, very attractive brunette, 
34, sensual and interesting, looking to add to 
life’s experiences and adventures with profes¬ 
sional male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4296471 

ANGELA, 48yrs, seeks no strings casual fun. 
I have my own house, car and am solvent. 
I’m busty with a firm figure. You must be 
open minded, age/status unimportant. Tel: 
0906 515 3015 Box: 427633 
JAN 47, once bitten twice shy! Just looking 
for non complicated fun times. Attractive, dis¬ 
creet, OHAC, you won’t be disappointed. Any 
age/looks/status. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:429453 $ 

MARIELLE, 45yrs, curvy attractive lady, likes 
older men. I’m married so you must be dis¬ 
creet. Lets meet up, and make each other 
smile again. Call me and lets get to know 
each other. Tel: 0906 515 3039 Box: 426853 
SARAH 35, recently divorced, slim 5ft 7ins, 
pretty, seeks male up to 50yrs for meals out 
hopefully leading to more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 4293851 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated brunette 
seeks no strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or single. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
DEBBIE 38/fit size 12, discreet, WLTM intel¬ 

ligent man for fun relationship with no ties. 
Any age. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
429417 (| 

JANE, young 41, very broadminded seeks 
chap any age for discreet no strings fun, any 
age, no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 
3011 Box:409715 
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□ no PROFILES TO FILL OUT 

□ NO APPS TO DOWNLOAD 

□ NO CREDIT CARDS 4| 


JUST STRAIGHT FORWARD 
AND SIMPLE DATING. 
IT’S NEVER BEEN EASIER! 




TEXT MATCH TO 89990 


to by realservice users. No meetirrascan be guaranteed Ifarranging’a meetirK 
space and do "ot give 


is can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public 

--1- •— <--■—‘ —» c —-xe provided by No Goats Ltd. 

o.uk 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


PAMELA, mature presentable lady, well edu¬ 
cated, solvent, very young at heart. Hoping to 
meet presentable gent. Call me. Or text if you 
prefer. I promise to get back to you. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 429329$ 


CARMEL, open minded naughty lady seeks 
a broad minded strict man to unleash her 
wilder side. Age/looks unimportant but no 
time wasters please. Tel: 0906 515 3043 Box 
426851 

VALERIE, caring thoughtful lady. Attractive 
with GSOH. Seeking similar gent. ACA. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 4291631 


FEMALE 67, smoker, enjoys music, TV, 
meals out/in, looking for male 68-75 for friend¬ 
ship maybe more. Text only replies. Mail¬ 
box: 58779421 

SUE, 44, country loving lady, tall, slim, looking 
for similar country gent to share adventures in 
the great outdoors with. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 429251 ! 

ELIZABETH, 45, fed up with lonely nights! 
Blonde blue eyed, no children/ties, WLTM 
someone for cosy nights in and TLC. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 429221 $ 


HEY ladies! Want to know more? Send me a 
text! Text only replies. 4461945 $ 

JEFF, 60s, tall, fit, young outlook, N/S, car 
owner, seeks similar lady for friendship, out¬ 
ings out etc. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428175 

MALE, mid 50s, N/S, semi retired, slim build, 
likes walking, holidays, occasional drinks, 
films, good chats, enjoys life, looking to meet 
a female, N/S, 50 plus, for friendship and 
going out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
429637 $ 


Smp*y left ui your and 
location and **> *111 match 
you 

I - trim reran 

L a 0906 500 57571 


DATE LOCALLY 


‘C 

Drop in to see who 

is free for a date! 




Texts to 89990 cost £1.50 per msg. To STOP text stop to 89990 
Service provided by JMediaUK Ltd RH16 3EG If you need 
HELP call us on 0207 720 7130 


SHARON, 48, tall slim attractive, lives alone 
with no ties, love romanticising and WLTM 
man for good times together, maybe more. 
Any age. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4291251 

ATTRACTIVE lady, 70yrs young, slim, fit and 
young for my age. I’m hoping to meet a kind 
gent, must have GSOH, age/looks unimpor¬ 
tant. Must be smart and good company. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 429039 $ 

TINA, 58yrs, slim, passionate and kind. Loves 
eating out. Hoping to meet gent 55-63. ACA. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 4291671 


COLIN, 50, seeks kind, caring, loving cuddly 
large lady 40-60 for LTR and love. Likes cud¬ 
dles and kisses. Text only replies. Mailbox: 
6091169 $ 

RETIRED fitness instructor 65, would like to 
meet lady for friendship, company, on a regu¬ 
lar basis. First ever advert. Beeston area. 
Text only replies. Mailbox: 6118348 i 
GENT, 65, seeks discreet lady, for special 
times, mutually beneficial to both, with that 
special lady. Wolverhampton and surrounding 
areas. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427529 



MALE would like to meet local female 50/60 
for mutual friendship. I’m easygoing and have 
many interests. Text only replies. Mailbox: 
5071056$ 

COLIN 72, from Burntwood, looking for loving 
lady for days out, holidays and company. Text 
only replies. Mailbox: 4880436 $ 

MALE, 20s, seeks NSAfun with female. I love 
a laugh, age isn’t important. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 6042304 (| 


JANE, 49yrs, own home, loves nature, artis¬ 
tic. Love to socialise. WLTM gent any age, 
must have GSOH. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 4291651 


STEVE, 43 years old, 5ft 7ins, slim, non- 
smoker, smart casual dresser would like to 
meet a similar lady. Age and looks unimpor¬ 
tant. Text only replies. Mailbox: 6116902 $ 


EMILY, mature well educated lady, blonde 
and smart and broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3023 Box 421375 

LINDA, late 50s lady, promises to call you 
back if you text or call. She’s attractive and 
waiting to meet you. You must be 40+ with 
GSOH. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 

429325$ 

TAMIKA, mature black beauty, hourglass fig¬ 
ure and open minded. Pis call if you are dis¬ 
creet, broad minded and nice. I can travel 
and accommodate. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3007 Box 422365 

ATTRACTIVE widowed lady, 70yrs but looks 
much much younger. GSOH, fun loving. 

WLTM man 67+ for loving tender relationship. 

ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 

429327 $ 

HARRIETT 42yrs, blue eyed brunette with 
long lets and decent curves! Looking for a 
cheeky adventurous man for fun only. I live 
alone so can accommodate and can travel. 

Discretion assured. ACA. Give me a try. Tel: 

0906 515 3031 Box 426205 
JACKIE 40, slim easygoing blonde, works too 
hard, needs sincere male to help liven up her 
free time. Looks/status unimportant. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 429381 $ 

CAROLINE, 42yrs, well educated, sophisti¬ 

cated "some call me posh" married lady, look¬ 
ing for no strings midweek liaisons. Tel: 0906 
515 3027 Box 427533 
JAN 47, once bitten twice shy! Just looking 
for non complicated fun times. Attractive, dis¬ 
creet, OHAC, you won’t be disappointed. Any 
age/looks/status. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 429453$ 

SAMANTHA, 35yrs, attractive brunette with First 3 txts free. All 
own business, seeks adventurous gent for sage you send. Text 
casual relationship. Tel: 0906 515 3035 Box 
425979 


MARGARET 42, busty chubby female WLTM 
Muslim men, Pakistani, Kurdish or Indian wel¬ 
come, daytime/evening, no strings. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 5838907$ 

TAMMY, sincere mature lady, easygoing ani¬ 
mal lover. Loves travel, eating out etc. Call me 
if you are interested in a chat. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 429333 $ 

RACHAEL, 44yrs, loves life, varied interests, 
GSOH, kind and attractive. Seeks similar 
male of any age. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 429323$ 

LISA, 50yrs, curvy honey blonde lady. Loves 
life. Hoping to meet a kind gent of any age. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
429321 $ 


JANE, 47, confident full figured and all 
woman, likes cosy nights in with that special 
person, looking for friendship maybe more. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 428905 $ 

Single Men 

MATTHEW, 38, Christian, regular church 
goer, seeks like-minded lady. Seeks non- 
smoker, kind, honest lady for LTR. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 6134936 $ 

ROYSTON, 65, first time advertiser, West 
Brom based, tall, very fit and agile, N/S, car 
owner, seeks lady for going out, relationship 
etc. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
429725$ 

GENUINE male, 39, short dark hair, 5ft 8ins. 
Enjoys sport, gym, walking, nights out, cin¬ 
ema. Hoping to meet genuine female. Text 
only replies. Mailbox: 5338852 $ 

SINGLE man, 56yrs, 5’10, average build, 
looking to meet lady for fun times. Nothing 
complicated. Bored housewives welcome. 
Text only replies. 6134456 $ 

MALE, 60 & married, seeks lady, any age/sta¬ 
tus etc for discreet one to one liaison. Text 
only replies. 4252649 $ 


MATURE, oriental female sought by easygo¬ 
ing male, 73, for NSA friendship. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 6117412$ 

AMATEUR photographer, single, seeking 
bored broad-minded lady to have some dis¬ 
creet fun with a camera. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6109868 i) 

100% genuine, good looking blue eyed guy, 
40s, looking to meet a black or mixed race 
lady, for romance and maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 428913 $ 

64 year old male, WLTM a lady between 60- 
75, for friendship and outings. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 419929 
TALL, dark, attractive Shropshire male, 57, 
WLTM an attractive female, for discreet day¬ 
time fun and excitement. Any age or status. 
Can travel. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
429301 $ 

COLIN, 50, kind, loving, seeks kind loving, 
cuddly, large lady, 45-55, for LTR, love and ro¬ 
mance. Must like hugs, kisses, cuddles and 
holding hands. Text only replies. Mailbox: 
6091169$ 

ATTRACTIVE male, 56, 6ft, WLTM an attrac- 
tive female, any age, for discreet fun and inti¬ 
mate times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428109 


Gay Singles 


Join our Gay online 
service FREE visit: 
localgaydate.co.uk 


GAY attractive feminine female would like to 
meet other gay feminine females for friend¬ 
ship possible relationship. Get in touch. Text 
only replies. Mailbox: 6062854 $ 

MALE, tall, slim, 60ish, would love to meet 
males for fun times in the West Midlands. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 429563 
MALE bi guy, 70, seeking similar aged guy 
with daytime accommodation, for mutual fun. 
Glos area. Text only replies. Mailbox: 
4171960 $ 

Just Friends 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


4 ft SERVICE FOR THE MATURE, 

ZLVj^f FREE AND SINGLE! 

“IT'S NEVER TO LATE TO FIND LOVE, ' 
I * 1 ^ AND SINGLES NEAR YOU ARE LOOKING 

_ _ FOR FUN, ROMANCE 8 MAYBE MORE! 

^a asrrdEssffi 

TXTflil^TOfi 


FRIENDSHIP Retired Stoke on Trent lady, 
70s, enjoys adventurous holidays abroad, 
WLTM like minded person, male or female, to 
HI I am a single Indian male in my 50s, and S hare holiday experiences and expenses, 
would like to meet a mature female 55+ for a p| ease rep | y to my box number. Tel No: 0906 
NSA friendship. Text only replies. Box no: 500 3955 Box No . 42 g685 
46270191 


FIRST 3 TEXTS COMPLETELY 


ills 


„ received thereafter £1.50. You may receive up to 4 messages for each mes- 
to 63222 to exit at any time. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact 
:ums can ue exuiangeu. service is not computer generated. Messages are responded to by real users. No 
eetings guaranteed. If arranging a meeting choose a public space & do not give personal details to people 
you have not met. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 7207130 email: ohdear@nogoats.com 


WALSALL male, looking for no strings adult 
fun, with lady of any nationality, colour or age. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 428773 § 
MALE, age 68, very active looking for lady for 
NSA fun. Can accommodate. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 6026972 $ 

EASYGOING likeable man likes a drink at the 
pub, and nights in front of the telly and a cud¬ 
dle, looking for lady 45-55. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6066059 $ 

DERBY male, young 57, looking for uncared, 
unloved married woman looking for discreet 
adult fun 35-55. Txt me for a good time. Text 
only replies. Mailbox: 53211541) 

MALE seeks affectionate, tactile, no drama, 
down to earth woman for nights in/out and 
loads of cuddles. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 418695 $ 

ADVENTUROUS 36 year old, slim, dark hair, 
has many interests, seeks female for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 417235 i) 



>80098 

-K WHI l]MM l» MYM 
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CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING 
STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. 
Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details 
to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA 
PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from 
our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 01/01/18 
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with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

V* 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Hypoallergenic Hotel 
Collection Winter Duvets 


From only £19.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Enjoy comfort and quality with these sumptuous Hotel Collection duvets. 
This deluxe bedding is non allergenic and its plush, super soft microfibre 
casing and hollow fibre filling is 
wonderfully lightweight without 
compromising on comfort and 
warmth. 

Our duvets are long lasting and 
designed to retain their plumped 
shape and luxurious feel. 

Available in a choice of single, 
double, king or super king and 
offered in three levels of warmth; 

10.5, 13.5 and 15 tog. Machine 
washable. 



Product 

10.5 tog 

Price 

Was 

13.5 tog 

Price 

Was 

15 tog 

Price 

Was 

Single 

D5752 

£19.99 

£32.99 

D6094 

£23.99 

£39.99 

D6098 

£25.99 

£42.99 

Double 

D5753 

£29.99 

£42.99 

D6095 

£33.99 

£49.99 

D6099 

£36.99 

£54.99 

King 

D5754 

£32.99 

£54.99 

D6096 

£36.99 

£64.99 

D6100 

£39.99 

£69.99 

Super King 

D5755 

£34.99 

£64.99 

D6097 

£39.99 

£74.99 

D6101 

£42.99 

£79.99 

Pillow Twin 
Pack 

D5785 

£19.99 

£29.99 









Luxury Feather Mattress Toppers 


From only £44.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Turn your existing mattress into a 
real feather bed, in an instant. 

This beautifully soft, 100 per 
cent white duck feather mattress 
topper will add comfort to your 
existing mattress. Wonderfully 
warm, it’s absolute heaven to 
relax and sleep on. Its deep-filled 
‘high loft’ pockets of top quality, 
white duck feather provide gentle, 
restful support and will keep 
you cosy through the chilliest 
of nights. Its 100 per cent pure 
cotton cover is smooth and soft to 
the touch and the elastic retainer 
straps in each corner help to keep 
the topper firmly in place. 

To add more comfort, you can 
also purchase a matching feather 
pillow for just £10.99. 


( 


Pillows 
also available 



Product 

3 inch 

Price 

Was 

5 inch 

Price 

Was 

Single 

D2307 

£44.99 

£59.99 

D6555 

£64.99 

£79.99 

Double 

D2308 

£54.99 

£79.99 

D6556 

£84.99 

£99.99 

King 

D2309 

£74.99 

£99.99 

D6557 

£94.99 

£119.99 

Super King 

D5956 

£84.99 

£109.99 

D6558 

£104.99 

£139.99 

Pillow Twin Pack 

D2303 

£10.99 

£24.99 





Bamboo Shredded 
Memory Foam Pillow 



Have the perfect place to rest your head and relax for a great night’s sleep with 
this bamboo shredded memory foam pillow. The soft and supportive memory 
foam pillow moulds to accommodate the natural curve of your neck and shoulders 
during the night, whilst the eco-friendly bamboo material cover contains natural 
hypoallergenic and thermal-regulating properties giving you the perfect night’s sleep. 
The bamboo cover is breathable, allowing the air to move freely through it helping 
to regulate the temperature and keeping you cool. It also helps provide allergy relief 
from symptoms of hay fever, dust mites and pet allergies. Each pillow measures 60 
x 40cm and weighs 2kg. 

G1269 Foam Pillow 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

79510 

Order online at 
: expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 25th September - 26th December 2017. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


I RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (79510), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 


I Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname 

! Address_ 


Postcode 


I Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

J I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GROUP LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_IIJ Mastercard ITI Visa EE Maestro Issue No_ 

I My card number is: 

; i i i i i rr mi i i i in i i 11 i i i szm/m , E rm/m as rm 

I “Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box n if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 









































POSTAGE 

TOTAL 

E3.95/E4.95 














































































































Referee Bill Turley flanked by his assistants Harry Worrall and Terry Connolly 


The ref is resplendent in white boots 


Harry Worrall runs the line at age of 79 


Terry Connolly, aged 72, keeps up with play 



Match referee Bill Turley gives the red card to age 



The cameras are rolling as the match officials are filmed 


No signs of flagging 
from the men in black 


THERE is no substitute for experience, 
so the old adage goes. And that was 
certainly the case when the officials trot¬ 
ted out for a recent clash in the Wolver¬ 
hampton Sunday League. 

The combined age of the men in black who 
took charge of the top-flight showdown be¬ 
tween Penn Tandoori Sundats and AFC Jacks 
totalled 219 years. 

Man in the middle Bill Turley clocked in at the ten¬ 
der age of 68 while his flag waving assistants, Terry 
Connolly and Harry Worrall, are 72 and 79 respec¬ 
tively. 

And the occasion is set to gain national attention 
thanks to the presence of the Sky TV cameras. 

Sky presenter Johnny Phillips, a columnist with 
The Chronicle’s sister publication The Express & 
Star, was in attendance at Wolverhampton Casuals’ 
Brinsford Lane having heard about the trio’s appoint¬ 
ment when he was guest speaker at a recent Wolver¬ 
hampton Referees Association meeting. 

Popular 

The three wise men were brought to the screen 
over the festive period when they featured on the 
popular Soccer Saturday show hosted by Jeff Stelling. 

And with the cameras rolling, the banter was soon 
flowing between the trio and Wolverhampton Ref¬ 
erees Association chairman Phil Reade, the man re¬ 
sponsible for appointing officials to Wolverhampton 
Sunday League games. 

“Bill reckons the players say he looks like Gerry 
Francis, with his hair like that. I reckon it’s more 
Peter Stringfellow!” quipped Phil. 

“Bill is a larger than life character and Harry is 
really well known having been a referee for over 50 
years, while Terry is probably the quieter one. 

“All three of them are well respected around the 
local leagues and they enjoy a chat and a bit of banter 
with the players. 

“It’s great that they are getting some recognition 
for what they do and it’s also good publicity for the 
league and the refs’ association. 

“We are the biggest association in the country and 
we have quite a number of refs who are aged 50 or 
above. This was a big game but I don’t look at ages 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Nick Elwell 


“I have been refereeing for 
20 years and I really enjoy it. 
It gets me out and it still gives 
me that buzz.” 


when I make the appointments. I just look at whether 
they can handle the game. 

“All three of them are experienced refs who know 
how to handle players. And they did a good job, just 
don’t remind me about Bill’s white boots!” 

The white boots will see plenty of action this season 
with Bill likely to clock up a century of games during 
the course of the campaign. 

And the Pendeford-based former publican has no 
plans to call time on his refereeing days anytime soon. 

“Since I retired and I am free in the week, my 
phone never stops ringing,” said Bill, who was am¬ 
ateur with Wolves and whose son, Billy, played pro¬ 
fessionally as a goalkeeper for Northampton Town, 
Oxford and Rushden & Diamonds. 

“I referee in the Wolverhampton Sunday, the Mid¬ 
land Junior Premier on Saturdays, the Midland Jun¬ 
ior Floodlit League and also school and college games. 

“Over the course of the season I will do over 100 
games. I love it. I’m not a young man but I am fit for 
my age. I’m an ex semi-pro and I know the game. 

“I have been refereeing for 20 years and I really 
enjoy it. It gets me out and it still gives me that buzz. 
I love the banter because that’s the sort of player I 
was. I talk to players, I’m a communicator. 

“The one thing I don’t like is when they get per¬ 
sonal and backchat. If they do that, then I clamp 
down on that.” 

As for the white boots.... 

“The story behind the white boots is that they were 
my son’s,” added Bill. “He used to give me his boots 
- I must have 15 pairs still to wear. 

“There is nothing in the rules to say you can’t wear 


white boots. I’m a colourful character. I’m a bouncy 
sort of bloke and if my boots are the only talking point 
then I have done a good job.” 

Footwear seemed to be a bit of theme on the morn¬ 
ing of the game with Harry having splashed out on a 
new pair. And, like Bill, he will clock up fair few miles 
in them as he enters his 51st year as a referee. 

“I still do the occasional senior game, but it’s 
mainly youth games for me,” says Harry, who lives 
in East Park. 

“And I will carry on as long as the old knees keep 
up. I have a tablet each morning and put some muscle 
rub and knee supports on, and that does the trick. 

“I felt great at the end of the game on Sunday and 
I still enjoy it. I lost my wife 16 years ago and football 
is what keeps me going. I love my football. 

“But the game is not like it used to be. There is a 
lack of respect towards referees these days. You get 
the manager on the touchline having a go and that 
filters through to the players. 

“You have to have a word with them but I haven’t 
got a card out for ages. I prefer to talk to players, it’s 
all about man management. Anyone can get a card 
out.” 

Stopped 

Terry, 72, is the least experienced of the trio hav¬ 
ing only decided to pick up a whistle 10 years ago. 

But he still boasts plenty of footballing nous having 
run various youth teams from Bushbury youth club 
for over 40 years. 

“I have been refereeing for about 10 years,” he said. 

“I used to run football and then stopped to raise 
a family. But I came back to the sport 10 years ago 
wanting to be a referee, 

“Similar to Harry, I lost my wife and football is a 
big part of my life and keeps me active. 

“I usually do three or four games a weekend and 
also referee hve-a-side at Codsall School on a Monday. 

“I do adults and juniors, Wolverhampton Sunday 
League, Beacon League and the Midland Junior 
League. I enjoy it so much, that’s why I do some many 
games. 

“As long as my legs keep carrying me about I will 
carry on. I really do sleep well on a Sunday and Mon¬ 
day after all the games. But by the next weekend I am 
fine to go again.” 


Rider in support plea 
as he pursues dream 

A CYCLIST from the Black Country is aiming to get to the top of his sport 
- and is calling on support from the area to help him. 

Former Wolverhampton Wheelers rider Adam Lewis moved to Belgium 
four years ago to pursue his riding dream and has been signed up for team 
T Palm Pole Continental Waloon, which is in the third division of cycling. 
It means he will be competing in professional races in France, Belgium and 
Luxembourg from February, but he must pay for himself. 

The 22-year-old from Willenhall says he needs around £5,000 to cover the 
first eight months of the season, paying for rent, food and coaching and has 
set up an online funding page. 

Lewis said: ”1 will be racing throughout Europe in some of the most 
prestigious pro races in France, Belgium, Luxembourg to name just a few. 
Unfortunately, due to being a third division team they are not required to 
pay a salary which means my budget is extremely tight.” 

Visit www.gofundme.com/support-adams-pro-cycling-dream 


Premier debut is a Goldson gift 


FORMER team-mate Andre Gray led the tributes 
after Connor Goldson made an emotional Pre¬ 
mier League debut for Brighton & Hove Albion. 

Wolverhampton-born Goldson was named man 
of the match in the December 23 clash, after shut¬ 
ting out Gray’s Watford on his top-flight bow - 
10 months after being withdrawn from action to 
have heart surgery. 

And though Goldson’s performance condemned 
Watford to a fourth straight defeat, Gray could 
not hide his delight on social media. 

Posting a picture of the duo contesting for pos¬ 
session on Twitter, Gray wrote: “From Sunday 
League Deansfleld young boys to the Premier 
League, against all odds, we did what no-one 
could dreamed of... not even us I don’t think!! 
Connor Goldson, I’m proud of you beyond belief, 
you’ve come through more than I can imagine 
and now we here! Man of the match on debut 


speaks for itself. Love you bro.” The duo repre¬ 
sented Wolverhampton Schools as youngsters 
before getting their break at Shrewsbury Town. 

Although Gray would have to leave for non¬ 
league Hinckley, before rising through the ranks 
with Luton, Brentford, Burnley and now Wat¬ 
ford; Goldson established himself in Shropshire. 

He helped guide Town to promotion from 
League Two - and was named in the League 
Two team of the year - before linking up with 
Brighton, who were promoted last season under 
Chris Hughton, although Goldson missed the end 
of the campaign after a routine heart screening 
revealed a suspected defect. 

After making his debut, Seagulls boss Hughton 
said: “It’s a happy changing room for Connor, 
because he’s a very popular player. We all know 
what he went through. You have to wait for your 
chance and I thought he was very good.” 



Andre Gray and Connor Goldson during the match 
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Wood power 
to 16 goals in 
three games 

Lichfield City 1 Walsall Wood 5 

A SECOND hat-trick in four days by 
Sam Agar saw free-scoring Wood end the 
year on a high, scoring 16 goals with just 
one against. 

On Saturday, they were again given 
a surprise present with lowly Uttoxeter 
Town coming back from 3-1 down to 
steal a point at leaders Leicester Road. 

Wood opened the scoring after just five 
minutes with Peter Till firing home be¬ 
yond Conor McCarthy. 

Against the run of play Dan Griffiths 
won a right wing corner and from the far 
post delivery Kyle Bache headed home to 
level. 

Agar rounded the keeper to put Wood 
back in front and the same player made 
it three from a Nathan Walker pass. 

City lost Griffiths to a nasty knee in¬ 
jury and with him went their hopes of a 
comeback. With 20 minutes left, McCa¬ 
rthy was red-carded for bringing down 
Stan Mugisha and the replacement keep¬ 
er’s first job was to pick out Lee Butler’s 
free-kick. Mugisha then set up Agar for 
his hat-trick. 

On Boxing Day and Wood hammered 
Stafford Town 6-0, with Agar notching 
a hat-trick. 

Jordan Fitzpatrick and Paul Sullivan 
two, one penalty, rounded off the scor¬ 
ing. 

Wood began the festive period by des¬ 
patching Bolehall Swifts 5-0 on their own 
patch, the final goal being Wood’s 100th 
of a productive season. An early Christ¬ 
mas gift came with Leicester Road’s 2-0 
defeat to Nuneaton Griff cutting the gap 
at the top. 

Sullivan opened the scoring, Fitzpat¬ 
rick made it two, Agar added a brace and 
Mugisha completed the rout. 

Promotion fancies 
overturned by Dario 

Worcester Raiders 1 Darlaston 3 

DARLASTON made it four points from 
six against top six sides over the Christ¬ 
mas period with an emphatic 3-1 win 
against former table toppers and promo¬ 
tion favourites Worcester Raiders. 

Both teams were down to 10 men 20 
minutes in, Worcester’s Martin Fowler 
dismissed for raising his hands and Dar¬ 
laston skipper Ryan McAllister for two 
bookings. 

After a goalless first half, Darlaston 
took control and went in front after 48 
minutes through Leon Taylor. 

Pressure told on the hour as the lead 
was doubled through Lucas Hough. Ty¬ 
rone Clarke O’Connell made it three 
with a terrific individual goal, before the 
hosts had he last word with a Glen Stitch 
goal from a defensive lapse by Darlaston. 

Darlaston now have their next four 
games at The Paycare Ground, starting 
on Saturday against Everards Brewery 
Leicestershire Senior League side Rugby 
Borough in the Birmingham County FA 
Vase. 


Club sponsorship deal motors along 


AUTOMOTIVE parts distributor Midwest Motor 
Factors celebrated with Walsall FC after the Sad¬ 
dlers’ 1-0 win over Scunthorpe. 

The hosts won 1-0 at the Banks’s Stadium in De¬ 
cember, with Kieron Morris scoring the only goal of 
the game and being named Man of the Match. He 
was presented with a bottle of champagne by match- 
ball sponsor Midwest. The match ball was presented 
by Morris to Midwest guests. 

Midwest also took part in the Walsall FC family 
Craig McCracken from Midwest with Man zone where one of its Renault Twizy electric cars 
of the Match Kieron Morris was on display, a twin-seater that is powered by a 



17bhp electric motor. Midwest Motor Factors is a 
strong supporter of local clubs and charities in the 
West Midlands. As well as sponsoring Walsall FC for 
the current season, it also sponsors Bilston Town, 
Wolverhampton speedway team and makes regular 
donations to local schools and the West Midlands 
air Ambulance. 

Craig McCracken, group factor manager, said: 
“Nothing makes us prouder than working in part¬ 
nership with the local community. 

“This latest win is a superb result for the club and 
we’re thrilled to be supporting them.” 


FESTIVE WOES 
FOR SADDLERS 


WALSALL kicked-off 2018 in 
disappointing fashion as they 
fell to a 1-0 loss at Plymouth. 

A second-half 20-yard strike goal 
from striker Ryan Taylor was enough 
to earn the Pilgrims a New Year’s Day 
victory at Home Park. 

The result means Jon Whitney’s side, watched 
by 275 Saddlers’ fans in a crowd of 10,432, failed 
to win any of their five games over the festive 
period, drawing two and losing three. 

It came after the Saddlers had ended 2017 with 
a home defeat to Rotherham. 

Whitney’s side twice pressed the self-destruct 
button with horror defending as the visitors se¬ 
cured a double following a 5-1 win at the New 
York Stadium in September. 

Zeli Ismail kicked things off in the opening 
minute by carelessly fouling Lee Frecklington 
around 35 yards out. Ex-Walsall man Anthony 
Forde sent in a hopeful ball which then hobbled 
around the Saddlers’ box. 

Tapped 

Joe Edwards managed to pounce and carry the 
ball out the area. But he then sloppily passed it 
straight to Ryan Williams with David Ball then 
sending in a low cross that was tapped home by 
Semi Ajayi. 

Whitney’s men rallied and pulled themselves 
level just 10 minutes later with a fine team goal, 
headed home by Edwards. 

During the interval, Rotherham introduced 
Kieffer Moore for Jerry Yates - and he had a 
major hand in the visitors’ winner - with Wal¬ 
sall again defending woefully, Ball profiting from 
close range. 

In the 70th minute, Walsall missed an un¬ 
believable opportunity to get on terms. Ismail 
whipped in a dangerous cross which was diverted 
into the path of substitute Simeon Jackson. The 
Canadian international - just a yard out - had 
the entire goal at his mercy. But he scuffed his 
effort. 



The recalled Amadou Bakayoko up against Sonny Bradley for Plymouth on New Year’s Day 

Whitney: Pirates could have been sunk 


BOSS Jon Whitney felt Walsall 
created enough chances to beat 
Bristol Rovers after a goalless 
draw on Boxing Day in front of 
5,759. 

Dan Agyei was denied by 
Adam Smith, while Zeli Ismail, 
Joe Edwards, Kieron Morris 
and substitute Simeon Jackson 
all went close after the break. 


Whitney said: “I thought for a 
20-minute period in the second 
half, the way we sustained pres¬ 
sure was going to be enough to 
win it. 

“It’s easy when you are chas¬ 
ing a game to just play direct 
but I thought our decision-mak¬ 
ing was much better in the 
second half. I thought we were 


going too direct too early and I 
thought the lads took that on 
board really well, and we looked 
to play through the thirds. 

“We created lots of opportu¬ 
nities in wide areas and we got 
plenty of crosses into the box. 
But we defended really reso¬ 
lutely at times and I think we 
created enough to win.” 


Pics hit for 
five on start 
to new year 

RUSHALL Olympic suffered a night¬ 
mare start to the new year, going down 
5-0 to Stourbridge in the Evo-Stik Pre¬ 
mier. 

Goals came from Kaiman Anderson, a 
Leon Broadhurst penalty, Tom Tonks, 
Matt Dodd and Luke Shearer. 

Monday’s game followed a 1-1 draw in 
the final game of 2017 against Farsley 
Celtic, who deserved a share of the spoils 
for their second half performance. 

But it was a travesty for home goal¬ 
keeper Jahquil Hill, who fumbled the 
ball, allowing Danny Ellis to sidefoot 
into an empty net. The goal was harsh 
on the young goalkeeper, who had made 
several excellent saves throughout the 
game and his efforts appeared to have 
earned his side what would have been 
an important win thanks to Danny Wal¬ 
dron’s 13th minute effort. 

Charlie Gatter’s second half goal 
earned Hednesford Town victory in an 
entertaining Boxing Day Day derby at 
Dales Lane. 

Richard Brodie gave Pics a 19th min¬ 
ute lead in the Evo-Stik Premier, but 
Mason Walsh levelled on 31 minutes and 
Gatter scrambled home the winner four 
minutes after the break. 

Three days before, a goal in each half 
was enough for Pics to earn victory 
against Stalybridge Celtic at Bower Fold. 

Stalybridge took the lead on seven 
minutes when Joe Hull headed into his 
own net. But the Pics hit back a minute 
later through Andre Landell. The win¬ 
ner came from Danny Waldron after 50 
minutes. 

Former Saddlers 
player dies at 79 

FORMER Walsall midfielder Willie Pen¬ 
man has died aged 79, the club has con¬ 
firmed. 

The Scotsman, who joined the Sad¬ 
dlers from Swindon in 1970, made 123 
league appearances for the club, scoring 
six goals. 

Penman also represented Rangers, 
Newcastle and Seattle Sounders in a ca¬ 
reer that saw him play in more than 300 
professional matches. 

A statement from Walsall FC said: 
“The thoughts of everyone at Walsall 
Football Club are with his family and 
friends at this sad time.” 
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+ke^\r k^pptj e/rtJlirtg. - ^jdwJl, fos+^Y c^eY. 


NU+Km $• S-Feve-rt 


Nathan and myself, Steven, 
are a gay couple who have 
been together for many 
years. Our primary reason 
for wanting to become foster 
carers was to change a child’s 
life, providing a loving and 
nurturing environment to allow 
the children we would care for 
to succeed, not necessarily in 
an academic way but in a way 
that can allow that child to 
thrive mentally and emotionally 
as well. Success isn’t always 
about things, but about the 
levels of happiness you can 
experience and feel in your life. 

We’ve been foster carers for a number 
of years, previously with another local 
authority, and in the last twelve months 
we have transferred to Walsall Council. 
The transition was quick and easy, and 


we’ve had no regrets. It was obvious 
as soon as we started that Walsall 
Fostering was different, ensuring both 
carers and children are adequately 
supported, providing help wherever 
they can. 

When we first became foster carers a 
little boy was placed with us. He could 
not be placed with family and we were 
asked if we would permanently foster 
him, we said yes. Since being with 
us he has made incredible progress. 
After being four years behind in school 
he’s now caught up and is in the top 
10% of pupils in the school that has 
an incredibly high sense of emotional 
well-being and happiness. Nothing 
compares to the feelings he evoked 
within us when he first said he loved 
us. Because of this, and also the 
boys wishes and feelings, we decided 
to apply for a Special Guardianship 
Order; a court order taking him out 
of the care system, giving us parental 


responsibility. Being able to change 
this one boy’s life is incredible. We 
have seen this time and time again 
when we have moved children on 
to family members or reunified them 
with parents. Seeing children evolve 
from having no confidence and self¬ 
esteem to being able to advocate 
for themselves because they believe 
they can is incredible. It makes it all 
worthwhile. 

We have looked after many children 
with all sorts of complex needs and 
at times it has been challenging. 
However it is the most rewarding thing 
we have ever done and I couldn’t 
imagine our life in any other way now. 
There are many children requiring a 
loving home and it has enriched our 
lives in so many ways. There is no 
magic to it, no specific skillset, just 
the ability to have patience, love and 
understanding. Become a foster carer, 
you can do it too. 
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We saw a need and wanted to 
help meet that need. That was 
our initial reason for becoming 
foster carers. It’s become far 
more than that over the years! 

Knowing that in some small way, we 
can make a difference in a young 
person’s life, and sometimes their 
families, has been what drives us. 

After fostering around 20 children 
over the last 20 plus years a couple 
of stories stand out, especially in 
the case of one particular child who 
came into our care at 3 years old. The 
child had some learning difficulties, a 
severe speech impediment, severely 
undernourished and had suffered 


some physical abuse which all 
contributed to the challenges we faced 
in finding a way to implement the help 
and support needed. Working with 
other professionals over the following 
years we had the privilege of seeing 
that young person settled, stable and 
now working as a teaching assistant 
and passed their driving test. That’s 
what it’s about for us, seeing a young 
person begin to thrive and succeed, 
having a hope and a future and being 
part of their happy ending. 

We may not always see the end result 
of all the hard work done by us as 
foster carers which is not always easy, 
or the work of the many professionals 
that play a vital role in a young person’s 


life when they come into care, but it is 
very important to us that we have the 
support we need close at hand. We 
can honestly say it’s all been worth it. 
That’s also why we opted to work for 
the local authority who have provided 
the support and help we need together 
with support from more experienced 
foster carers and Walsall Foster Carers 
Association. 

We have worked with some great 
people over the years and hope that 
we can continue to do so for the 
foreseeable future and embrace the 
inevitable changes and challenges that 
will present themselves along the way. 


Mockingbird is coming to Walsall in 2018 


What is it? The Fostering Network’s Mockingbird 
programme is an innovative method of delivering foster care 
using an extended family model which provides sleepovers, 
peer support, regular joint planning and training, and social 
activities. 


We will be establishing our first Mockingbird fostering 
constellation in Spring 2018, initially bringing together six to 
ten families. Newly approved foster carers may be offered 
the opportunity to join in with a supportive Mockingbird 
constellation. 


The programme improves the stability of fostering placements 
and strengthens the relationships between carers, children 
and young people, fostering services and birth families. 

How does it work? The Mockingbird programme creates 
a ‘constellation’ where one experienced foster home offers 
planned and emergency sleepovers, advice, training and 
nearly 24/7 support to six to ten ‘satellite’ fostering families. 
Relationships are central to the programme. The hub home 
carer builds strong professional relationships with their 
fostering service and with the support of their liaison worker is 
able to work proactively to prevent problems escalating or to 
offer crisis support to avoid placement breakdowns. 


For more information about the Mockingbird programme 
please call 0800 923 3706. You can also find out more by 
visiting www.thefosteringnetwork.org.uk/mockingbird 
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I've/ ofM-Q/rt 4-kowgk4' dpoixIrfosAwiAq bw-h... 

This is something we hear so often!! Lots of people are eligible to foster but some of the myths about 
fostering stop them from finding out more. Here’s a few of the common myths explored... 


l«v single/, l ■pas-fey - 

You can be single, living with a partner, 
married or from the LGBT community. 

\ c^n'4- vJwrk ■fosky - 

It depends how many hours you work, 
how flexible your current employer is and 
on the ages and needs of the children 
you foster. We pay allowances to cover 
your household costs and an additional 
amount for each child you foster. 

Some employers, including Walsall 
Council, have a Family Friendly policy 
which may provide flexibility and support 
if you decide to become a foster carer. 


l«v ko oU k ■posky - 

There’s no upper age limit for foster 
carers! As long as you are fit and able to 
care for a child then there is no official 
age where you are ‘too old’ to foster. 

I JUvf ovJrt rtvij - 

You can live in either rented or owned 
accommodation. If you are a tenant 
then your landlord just needs to confirm 
to us that they are happy for you to 
foster. It’s important that each child you 
care for has their own bedroom, a space 
just for them. 


I X ort-p ta\ve/ oWLkvzA of «vtj ovJrt - 

You don’t need to have your own 
children to be a good foster carer. 

Time spent caring for nieces, nephews 
or working or volunteering with children 
will be valuable experience too. 

lU ArwXq <k fosky cA\rey fey <ki\ 

liUe^^iUe^fbskying Ag<Mc4j - 

We welcome foster carers who currently 
work with IFA's. We have a protocol in 
place that means a transfer to Walsall 
Council could take as little as four 
months. Call us for more information 
about this! 


As A -pos+w V4i+U. Vj aIsaII Gourtc-il I*R/ c^vt affw Mom: 

• Round the clock support. Whether it’s your dedicated supervising social worker, the teams of professionals we work with, 
or the ‘out of hours’ support line, you’re never on your own when you foster with Walsall Council. Walsall Foster Carers 
Association is a very helpful foster-carer led organisation who provide 24 hour support. There may also be an opportunity 
to join a ‘Mockingbird’ constellation in the coming year. 

• Recently revised competitive fees and allowances to help you care for a child in your home. We provide a ‘setting up’ allowance 
and special payments for birthdays and festivals. Walsall Council foster carers can also claim fostering related mileage. 

• A wealth of training and learning opportunities to develop your skills and confidence as foster carers. 

• Free membership to the leading fostering charity ‘Fostering Network’ who champion fostering and help to support foster 
carers across the UK with training, events, conferences and special discounts at leading companies all included. 


Ooirt ArU Jl'lffWertc a , irt 2018! 


We need more inspirational foster carers to look after local children. Are you ready to find out more about 
fostering with Walsall Council? Come and meet some of Walsall’s fostering team and foster carers at our 
friendly information sessions below. 


r 1 

T«e/s.JUtj 16+k vjArtiwvrij 

I0.0CW - (2.00 P * 
Brownhills Library, 

Park View Centre, 

Chester Road North, 

WS8 7JB 

L _ 4 

r 1 

TWsJLvj fS+U vjArwwj 
•4:30piw - 6.30pm 

The Council House, ! 

Lichfield Street, i 

| Walsall, 

WS1 1UZ 

L _ 4 

r i 

SA+nXJUlj 20+k vJiXrtMAV'lj 
10.00am - 1.00pm 

Aldridge Community Centre, 
Anchor Meadow, 
Middlemore Lane, 
Aldridge, WS9 8AN 

L _ 4 

r i 

23>fk 

■4:30pm - 6.30pm 

The Council House, 
Lichfield Street, 

Walsall, 

WS1 1UZ 

L _ 4 

r- 1 

TkwrsJUtj 254-k 

(0.00am - (2.00pm 

Pelsall Village Centre, 

High Street, 

Pelsall, 

WS3 4LX 

L _ 4 


discover mow aIpouA- ■fos+eYirtg v4j+k Gowrtcjl: 

VJ^Tsik: fos4^ii^ih^lsAll@^lsAll.gov.wk 
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